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Zambian
Protection Unit
Nabs Suspected
Poacher

‘|Focus,12(6):1.5,N/D, 1990}

41 "‘As part of Zambia’s
rencwed efforts to control
illegal killing of wildlife,
investigators from the -’
‘Species Protection
Department recently
intercepted a man armed
‘with a .375 caliber rifle
‘who was know to ferry
d{rhino poachers across
Lake Kariba into nearby
#l Zimbabwe. Black rhinos
almost eradicated in
J| Zambia by poaching, are at
Jirisk now by poachers
{lcrossing Lake Kariba into
41 Zimbabwe to strike rhino
il populations there. Earlier
Afthis vear, WWF and the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service jointly pledge
$150,000 to support the
new Special Protection
Dept., part of Kenneth
Kunda’s effort to stop
illegal wildlife killing and
official corruption in
Zambia as well as prevent
the entry of poachers into
neighboring countries.

deployed in this unit are
using four-wheel drive

The Zambian investigators -

vehicles, two-way radios,
fuel, and field equipment
supplied by WWF and
FSW, increasing their
mobility and ability to
communicate over long-
distances and between
countries.” Anyone
wishing to contribute 10
this effort can contact the
World Wildlife Fund,
1250 Twenty-Fourth
Street, NW, Washington,
DC 20037.

RHINO SHOCK!

|BBC Wildlife, July, 1990, Lucy
Vigne & Esmond Bradley Martin]

"Poachers of greater one-
horned rhinos in India’s
northeastern state of
Assam have struck upon
an altogether new way,
both ingenious and crude,
of killing their quarry,
and one of the best hopes
of ending this practice
may lie with a group of
illegal extremists. The
United Liberation Front of
ASSAM (ULFA) has
warned poachers, some of
whom have ben killing
rhinos byelectrocuting
them, that if they do not
stop their assault on “the
pride of Assam,” they will
be caught and murdered.
Greater one-horned
rhinos were given official

protection in India in
1910 and have since then
grown steadily to about
1,500, with 1,250 in the
Kaziranga National Park,
the rest scattered among
Manas and Pobitora
wildlife sanctuaries and
Orang Game Reserve. But
the increase in rhinos has
been nothing compared to
the rise in the price of
rhino horn - which now
sells wholesale in Taiwan
and Singapore at $15,000
a kilogram and brings the
poacher nearly half that.
In a place as poor as
Assam, that much money
can make people
desperate so poachers
turned to electrocution.
The sanctuaries have high
voltage power lines
running through them. To
one of these lines, where it
runs near a track used
regularly by rhinos,
poachers will hook the two
ends of a long wire, which
is then suspended about a
metre above the ground.
When a rhino which is
usually using the track to
reach nocturnal grazing in
nearby paddy fields,
touches the live wire, it
receives an 11,000 volt
shock. The animal
struggles for about five
minutes before it dies.
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 Poachers quickly unhook
'the wire and cut off the
horn and sometimes an
!ear,.which can be shown
later as proof to the
'middleman that a rhino is
idead and the horn is
genuine. Five rhinos in
Kaziranga and two in
Pobitora were killed this
way in late 1989 and
early 1990. Although
forest guards have cleared
the undergrowth beneath
the power lines and
patrolled regularly around
them, there simply aren’t
enough guards. The police
in Assam take the offense
of rhino poaching lightly
and many poachers and
middlemen never get
convicted. To protect
Assam’s rhinos, nearly
$3.5 million has been
allocated by the central
government in Delhi since
1985, but only about a
half has been spent so far.
There is an urgent need
for more equipment -
rifles, radios, night-vision
binoculars. more guards
and domesticated
elephants are also
required, and park staff
should be given improved
terms of service because
of their dangerous work.

The safety of wildlife.
areas ultimately depends
on the good feelings of the
local people. With human
and rhino populations
increasing, there is
competition and conflict.
At night, wandering

rhinos trample and
destroy crops pelonging to
neighboring poor farmers,
which creates hostility
towards the park and the
rhinos. Perhaps if more
compensation for such
damage were paid, morse
cooperation between the
villagers and the park
would exist, and if
informant money were
provided and an
organizedintelligence-
gathering network
introduced, the local
people would help the
wildlife officials by giving
them information about

“Yeah, I'm a rhinoceros, so what? Jesus! Why do people aiways have

lo calegorize each other?”

Well, wouldn't YOU be anry?!

RHINO
| NEED THESE!

Bustamente! Do you own
one? Pavo Real Gallery
offers limited editions of
the works of the
internationally acclaimed
Mexican ceramicist, Sergio
Bustamente, My objer
d’arrisin the shape of a
pear with rhinos coming
out of the windows and
down the steps. (reminds
me of the old woman in
the shoe) For the fine art

buyer, something to
consider. Contact Joy
Feldman, Pavo Real
Gallery, MKPI Center, 29
State Stireet, Boston MA
20109. (617) 951-1477.

Baubles, bangles and
beads! Direct from sunn:
Phoenix, Arizona,
rhinophile, Nancy Nenad
has created some truly
funky rhino jewelry
which I guarantee you
won’t find in any store or
catalogue. Nancy uses
pictures of rhinos and
adds her own special
glitter to form necklaces
($12.50) and pins ($12).
She will donate §:
from each sale to
Rhino Rescue.
Curious? Write:
Nancy Nenad,
4031 St. Joseph
Way, Phoenix, AZ

- _  85018. (By the
way, do you have rhino
dog tags? I do!)

QUR FASCINATING.EARTH .. By Philip Seft. PL.D.
YOU'RE-"a .0’ o8 _or" .

£
DOLT.DOTH WERE DRIEFLY
SCIOUS. UPON RECOVERING THEY MUST HAVE
DLAMED EACH OTHER FOR THE SHOCK DECAUSE
BOTH WALKED RAPIDLY AWAY = - =

o wenn !N OPPOSITE DIRECTIONS.




believed that I would collect thinos? But
gfor me, 1987 Christmas was the turning
3pomt of my life. My boss, Ramona Ray,
‘gave me the book Rhinoceros Success
,!(Scott Alexander, Rhino Press, 1980).

:had to read the book before I could open
;i;hy other present. Well both I did. The
second present was my first official
thinoceros. Since then I have managed to
‘Collect about 400 of them. All sizes,
%hapes, colors. None yet as large as Jane
'Kenney’s blue fuzzy one. He is adorable.
But I have a lifetime to collect more. In
‘the picture with me is my step- grandchild

Washington Park Zoo to meet Pete, the black rhino in residence.

My favorite is

humane trophy.

now T{—IIS is TUTU MUCH

He is lovely.
‘three rolls of film we ventured into the gift shop and paradise found! ($575

many rhino later, twas time for me to leave.) For a great change of pace and a
marvelous time, consider visiting Portland. (Remember Judyth hit the motherlode
lhere too!). If anyone cares to venture a few miles north of Oregon, just give me a
call and we will see what kind of adventure we can create. Call me and we can
ompare. My collection ranges from very very tiny pewter to a large stuffed

P-93% - 1943 3

and only a few of my stwffed rhinos. My dream is to someday own the complete
set of Abercrombie & Fitch’s leather rhinos. We are sitting on the smallest one in
this picture. Recently separated, I make my home in Centralia, Washington with
my eighteen year old son Kirk. Kirk has helped a great deal in multiplying my
‘tollection. I recently started real estate school to allow me a more flexible career.
g,{have found that I need more freedom to safari. Collecting rhinos is a lot of fun as
qmost of you know. It seems sometimes I will go hungry to get the next one.
remember one weekend my husband and I spent with Jane and Eric Norberg in
Portland. We had the most wonderful time. Jane, Buich and I went to the
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ltraded a 1927 half dollar
'for him. I think I got the
'best of the deal. My new
career will help me to

| support the cause. We
must all do what we can
to support our rhinos -
from the tires on our cars
(Armstrong makes a
“rhino tire”), to the monies
we donate. We must all
dedicate ourselves to
preserving these, our
mighty rhinos. I love my
rhinos and care deeply
about the species. I
believe we all should
applaud Judyth for her
devotion and dedication
so all of us might become
more aware. Thanks,
Judyth. 1 love you.

Neva R. Mills, 212 W.
Chestnut, Centralia, WA
98531. (206) 736-7319.

Better to eat one, than to kill one! For those of you
who eschew the word “healthy”, consider scarfing
down a RHINO
BAR! (2.50Z. :
of pure |
butterscotch
chips, white
chocolate
chips, flour,
sugar, but:er,
whole eggs,
coconut,
macadamia
nuts, baking
power, vanilla
and salt.)
Definitely not
for the faint stomach. The package even warns,
“They’re dangerous!” Seems like you can buy them in
some stores in the Portland, Oregon area according to
Stan Bland (who kindly sent me a sample) or you can
write to the company: The Famous Pacific Dessert
Company, 420 East Denny Way, Seattle, WA 98122,
(206) 328-1950. I also have a toll-free number which
may belong to a mail-order company (800-243-4438)."
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Annual subscription rate is $15 (§19US overseas),
$5 of which is donated to rhino conservation projects. :

Reader feedback should be sent to -

Judyth Lessee, Editor, Really, Rhinos!, Ltd -

P O Box 1285, Tucson Arizona 85702-1285 USA
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