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vz The Provincial Museum, Lucknow; bas been: sicgulagly
fortunste in pufchasing recently. an..exceedingly rard:.type
of «doinir of; Kumaragupta 1 (415-433 A.D3);ison of. the great
Gupta Emperdr Chandragupta.II, Vikramaditya.: - Thie com
i5« said * to.; have been originally found in_Khairabad: (Distmiét
Sitspur)and. sold in Lucknow. market. by :g: .bullién : d¢aler
for500/a[->It subsequently came -into thei-pesséssian.vdf
‘Lala:Nanak: Chand Kapoor; a: bullion-broker,/ from:iiwhonbrit
-was purchased. for: the. Provincial Museum Luckmoaw;:through
my-efforts; * The coin weighs 124 grains, ¢ontaios 80: ped cent
pure;gold: and messures -72”. in diameter. - + Holimwiful 1 osiqun
(19728 46 hite i s ey oo bt Sobarbo i dotidar o
00 o Wi e diforged o "the B8 H ngs
i1l 2 49,51, b, Rbincterasslayer jtyps and Eebiet)
on its obverse Empeéror Kumaragupts wesring:a buttong
coat, trousers and jewellery and riding” a fully” caparisoned
‘horge. 1uHe isléleaningiforward itolhita'd rhinoceroswith a
‘swordy whiéh>hésholdsdnithe ‘right/hand'drawiichebinda! The
rhindterosibravely {stands ~at “bay:iturnings back its-headrith
attack thé kingl1>THe ‘animal.is-beantifully delineated,—sits
isnjeoEnifon (thévhead! deftceye; both-the:iears andreirculat
. weales over:the body, < #ll-being::very sartistically “pevtrayed.
‘Ont-the ‘mergin=is the' legendin: the usual Gupta:Brabmi
script -and’ Sanskrit-tanguage Tunning thug:! - (Bhart@Khodgd-
trata Kumaragupte -Sjayatya(nigam) < i ¢, " Everiivictorious is
the Lord Kumiragupts who is kkadgatrata, i.e. a protector
by the sword (khadgena-tratd) from the rhinoceros (khadge-
bhyas-trata) ; letters Kumarayupta are fairly distinct between
I and III, though partly truncated (I ni. 7.)- B
The revierse'of the coin shows Goddess. Gaiga standing
on her vehicle crocodile snd. bebing her 8, female, gttendant™
’ﬁgmﬁ’gx%’afﬁsﬁé Q\éii??.'het;héadg?rngelezéend:;dif isxi'?dmf
ithe eoir Tuns g1 Sri'- Mahendrakhadgahy el “Br¥-Mahendrs,
the swordgman,.or, ‘S5t Mahendca;, the siayer. . Rhinpceras?,
It is significant “to :note the "pun..ion/the word4‘khadga’ in
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both the legends, which means in Sanskrit g “sword” as well
as 8 ‘rhinoceros'. R
Thé-portrayal of rhinéceros of the 2oin, illuStiated here,
is very important as it Stiggests' that 'nesrly 1500_years ago
this animal wgs very frequently met with in Aryavartta,
although itehis:; siiice.. become. entircly extinct
Or elternatively it Mmay suggest that Assam (ancient Kama-
rapa),—the marshy jungles 'f Whicliare ven-today: the abode
of rhinoceroses,-was included in the vast empire of Kumara.
gispta and that:sometime: during his lifeitime - the king had
visitedvthe placéla=d-hyn ted there thess- wild :and’ hefty, mapi-
nals, «{The datte;r(i'vleﬁri,hdwevef, ‘appears more plausible, ns
itois supported by:similar coin ‘types-otott er Imperisl iGupta
Bmpetdrs; réuginthe: - tiger-slayer:itypen--of Samudragiptal;

. -Toarkin s conquest of- Bast Bengilsi and; ‘Assaimn(Sumatatic-

. ijav&kliemmirﬁp.i} -aceas, nvhere [alone:-the tigers lare’: found
‘ h’tid:ith%vlionzslay,er;;typé .off'(:hhndra‘gdpth Hi:¢0mmeMGraﬁng
. Wsrcobguestiof UKhthiawai-—the. op ly'i place >where Mlions ; are
" fonndsin’Iadin:r - dWe. Kaow :from.other sourcesftiat Kimiga-

guptalinherited a vastempire:from- his:fathep Chardsagupta
II?_ \\:l_i)ch,ingct:‘l ded both Kathiawar and Assam, and it | very
BShable that it ikl Hive Sisied, BH' BBV Phles of
hid 9'@;?1( re, il £éd- liods,” i rhifGderosas’ and pérbet=ild
E‘Hé!é)é.éx’ ]%i'f‘éil ﬂSHiS ’]C.‘Oql;]:éix”‘."“'l‘ ) “)g.bq,”.z;‘,l ) DRIAVCET az; 430
LR¥eeneqas iyt . Tunih I;zzx;v_r:[isws‘{ DoeETENGT) doon
‘& diiThe1recent; Bay‘hha;;hdandvﬁ’ungg%in;g;Bh;ira,{gur.State
(Matsya:lUnion) ‘hasihbought toqlight fone:swch icoins¥r of 14his
-dairfgsbut theyiare issll in: private zoustody l.of His..Highpess
,456;-_Mahamja.‘x,forming;:—hiszépersona-l property.isi Our coin: is,
th’e;e£bréy4thesd‘irst;_especimen-sofiits kiad which isdisplayed
j&qupnblic institution and can be easily seen.by,mu;pis_mgtiﬁt_s ,
}daéitons.-of;studying Or: examining; it.4, Besides, it is: easily
-1ife: dBest - oftal] the;specimens of this type -.sq;fal;mva,ilablg,on
eﬁc.coiin:l‘;of-its.being,very;wel]-prese,ry,egi. covesfg R R
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R ‘,"I?J'ﬁatﬁhfw}ff’évas not included in the Bmpite’ bf " Samudrégupts an
‘hetice thb labsence of Lion-slayer type in.his coinage. i z:iie 7 BRI
.£'1the 2 1. Possibly. the conquest of Weatern India kept the king engaged for

long and as such he could not find time to .visit the eastern part_of hig
" empife; and hence the absence of 'Tl'ger-sluye'rtype in hig coindge; ¢ L.
1.3 I NiSHL Vol, VIIL. Pt. IT. Dec. 1046. p. 183. ... ;. . B
4. Bince writing these pages it has been loarnt that quite recently -
«»¥he Bbarat Xala Bhawan, Banaras, has 8ecured one of the aboye. four coing
of rhihoceroa-slayer type from the Bayana hoard for its ‘cabinet, ° o
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