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KEenYa’s Nairosl Na-
TIONAL Park covers
about 45 square miles

of savanna southeast of the city of
Nairobi. In fact, the city limits di-
rectly border the northern sections

of the park. Thanks to WCI funding,

the park is now separated from the
city by 15 miles of electric fencing,

Nairobi National Park is typical . ! commercial Export Processing Zone.

of many East African savanna sanc-
tuaries: The migratory routes of jts
wildlife—including 2cbras, wilde-
beests, impalas, kongonis, and
Thomson’s and Granv’s gazelles—
are cut off on one side. But the
pathways are still open to the south,
leading to the greater Athi-Kapiti
Plains ecosystem—second only to
the Serengeti-Mara in it spectacu-
larly large populations of herbivores,
Keeping Nairobi National Park as a
part of the greater ecosystem re-
quires a careful analysis of the dy-
namics of grasslands ccosystems as
well as also an understanding of local
development policies and economics.
In 1990, WCI East African Re-
gional Coordinator Dr. David Wes-
ern and Associate Researcher Helen
Gichohi were asked by the Kenyan

I
0T

LIBRAKY/BIB
1981 -07- 1 )
 TRANSVAAL MUSEUM

"N éW%Ydfk"‘Zoological Society

: - Nairobi Park Expansion
i K Papua New Guinea Album
EEK- Saving the Reef
Tales from the Chaco

Killer Whales

government to prepare an environ-

., mental impact statement (EIS) on a

This export zone is akin to what js
called an industrial, or corporate,
park in the United States, and the
plan is to develop such a zonc at Athj
River in an area adjacent to Nairob;
Nadonal Park.

WCI has supported Gichohi’s
ongoing research into the pressures
on the reserve’s savanna communi-
ties. In recent years, coarse grasses
have invaded the reserve, increasing
the seasonality of wildlife use, reduc-
ing tourism, and putting greater
grazing pressure on private ranches
to the south. Gichohi carried out
experimental burning of grassland

- plots to see if they were more attrac-

tive to the migratory grazers, who
prefer tender new shoots. Animal
numbers swiftly increased follow; ng
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