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by CHRIS NEL

LEGAL RHINO
HUNTING?

RITING in the June
1991 lssue of The
. Rhino and Elephant

Joumnsl, the internalionally re-
nowned conservationist. auth-
or-and arlis! Clive Walker asks
whether the trade ol rhino
horny in Africa should be legal-
ised.

‘This is an interasting and
thought-provoking question.

Banning its trade has failed
lo praven! the decimation of

- thino populations, he con-
tends. Perhaps it is time 1o
consider what lagalising the
trade might achigva?

In terms ol the CITES con-
vention, international trade in
rhing horn and other products
has been banned for the pasl
15 years.

The black market trade is
flourishing. driven by a seem-
ingly insatiable demand for
thino horn (for eeremonial Ys-
meni daggers and aphrodi-
siacs for Eastern potentales).

And this while the battle to
save the rhino rages on, even
in the form of para-military op-
erations in cerlain countries
north of us. where armed
poachers are shot gn sight.

in the Transvaal and
Orange Free State, heavy
New penallies for illegal Irade
in or possession of unworked
ivory or rhino horn have re-
cently been announced.

A maximum fine ot
R100 000 or imprisonment of
up to 10 years or both now
face rhino and elephant
poachers or smugglers. -

Ih Namibia, penallies are
even heavier, with fines of up
lo R200 000 or 20 years' im-
prisonment.

Laudable as these meas-
ures may be, by themselves
they will have little effect on re-
ducing the the long term rot,

But what they certainly do is
lo increase the risks and dan-
Jers, the black markel price of

the goods. the chances
people will be prepared to take
and the eventual rewards of
success. :

It will also make the poach-
ers and smugglers more des-
perate not to be brought to
book. wilh greatly increased
danger lo the already hazard-

. ous work of conservation and

law enforcement personnel,

Unfertunataly, tag, the po-
lential for corruption lies sim-
mering Just below the surlace
in any human venture where
big money and big risk is in-
voived.

Ban an activity or a commo-
dity, and you automatically
stimulate demand. Something
£an't be conlrolled by banning
1, only by creating a frame-
work within which it can be
legalised.

Il is equally unrealistic 1o

" believe that because Wesiern

conservalionisis correctly per-
ceive the rhino to be endan-
gered, the Orient should auto-
maticaly follow suil. Because
we are perhaps barking up the
wrong lree, says Clive ‘Walker,

Were the possession of,
and trade in, rhino horn to be
made legal, a whole new situ-
ation would come into being in
which the rhino would gain its
righttul place in the modern
world. )

The conservation and sus-
tained economic utilisation of
viable rhino populations would
become as acceplable as
olher more eslablished forms
of game ranching,

Excassive numbers could
be culled by trophy hunting;
aon-lrophy and non-tourism
animals could be darted avery
lew years and their horns har-
vestad.

As these consist of nothing’

more than a mass ol com-

pacled hair. this operation.

would be painless and the
horn will in time grow out

N EL

agan.
In an article in Endangered

Wildlife. economist Mike "I i

Sas-Rolles suggests that a
legal marke! for rhing hom
would solve most other prob-
lems,

Supplies accumulated by
conservation authorities in

pasl years could be auctioned °

oft slowly, 10 keep the market
partially satisfied, while gain-
ing top prices, making the
gradual phasing-in of rhino

hern production possible. '
But it would be foglish, he -

points out, 10 Iry and flood a
large market aboul which very
litle is known. :
“An unrestricted market In
rhinc goods and services
would provide suciety with an
optimum number of tive rhino

in game reserves, rhino horng
-

and rhino lrophies.
"All thal is required is a
legalised market and the rec-
ognition and protection of pri-
vale property rights on rhinos
by governmant.”
Recenlly, \he Natal Parks

Board approached CITES to

sound out world opinion on the
maller. .

In Jung 1989, a workshop
convened by the KwaZulu By-
reau of Natural Resources
and atlended by senior mem-
bers of various government
conservation -bodies hadg
adopted a resolution.

This requests the Rhino
and Elephant Foundation to
take tha iniliative in investiga-
ting the viability of legal trade
in rhino horn, 10 reverse the
present unacceplable situa-
tion where rhino are heavily
poached for exorbitant profils,

South Africa currently pro-
tects 20 percent of all black
rhino and 90 percent of all
while rhino in Africa.

Populalions are arguably in
sufficienlly good shape 1o al-
low limited sustainable econ-
onic ulilisation. '

With black rhino having
been for the first lime recently

acquired by dedicaled conser- -
vationists in the private seclor, *

the scene is set for a new deal
which eliminates middlemen
and poachers while the pro-
ceeds go o conservaltion,

“It is surely not in the best
interest of rhino horn traders
lo see the rhino becoming ex:

tinct,” Mr Walker concludes. “f -

believe that they too, given the
option. would become in-
volved in finding a lasting solu-
lion."@
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