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’ PREFACE

The writer was given a grant by the N2w York Zéological Society to
determine if kouprey (Novibes sauveli) still existed in south tess and
along thz2 northern Canbocicn border area., While searching for the
whereébouts of kouprey, evidence kebt cropping up regarding "het" or the

-Gne Hornerd Javen rhinccercs as the villagers_call tiois énimal species,

ine first three months of the Five month project {November, 1974 to
Karch, 197S5) was spert solely in the ssarch for koupre}. The last two
mcnths invelved searchzs for both koupcey and rhineos.

The field work of the project was carried on mostly by the writer's
two Lao essistants due to insecurity in most of south t=os for foreiyners,
One of thé eccistants, Amphone, haa worked for this writer in a different
capacity from 1555 ~'68 in the seme area where the search wes carried on.
At that time he was found to be loysl, truthful and trustworth; (he
handled large sums &f money). Because of these formicable attributes in
an erea wnere they are hzard to find, Amghone was singled cut and solicated

“to help on the project.

The other assistant, Lu, was always mentslly alert and sea2med to be

acquainted with someone in every villege, disirict end province head-

quarters in south Laos. He had previously bsen to the U,S. for e miiitary

training prcgra= which indicetes that scme proficiency existea. -

The project consistzd of

the twa essistanis being dirscted by the

wrater to specifiza aress end villages to interview villsge chiefs,
. s . . e I3 .
hunters, farmers, soldizrs (both naticnalist and coemmunist) and then relay

this informaticn back to the writer %o te znalyzed and verified if possible
b4 F .



Incidents-that could not be verified in sore form were usuall, discarded,

The information provided in this report is not detailed eor conclusive,

the latest known data on the Javan rhino that is available

It is, however,

from Leos. ‘ ' .

The drawings in the report were provided by a local'Lao artist
1iving in Pzkse, The writer requested that Amghone end Lu furnizn the
“details of rhino sightings as was told to them by villegers to tha ertist

g and he in turn made the drevings from these descriptions. .
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INTRCOUCTION
The search for the Lesser Orne Horned or Javan rhinoceras (Rhinoceros
sondaicus) has been conducted in scuth Leos between November, 1974 and

¥arch, 1975. The search for this rare animal species begen partily because

of frequent references to the existence of the species hy villegerz, come

of them experienced hunters. The arimary missicn of this write. in south

Leos wes to locate the rare wild cattle species, the kouprey (Sos sauvelis),

Hﬁwever, in loocking for the kouprey, the more rugged area> inhabited by
rhinos viere scmetimes adjecent to wild cattle habitzt., Because of the
cloce proximity of their ranges, information-started coming in oh both
spécie:.'

Only the local assistants of the writer vere eble to enter areés
controlled by the Pathet Leo or Leo ccamunist politicel force in Leos.
The writer had to be content with reading reports, debriefings and
questioning discrepencies when they occurred, The assistants would
follow a similar routine in guestioning of villagers in key target-—areas,
At fipst, questions centered only around wild caittle, the primary
objective, As the word “"hzt"™ or. the Lao word for the Gae Horned rhino
crept--into conversetions; effcris=to locatethis:aﬁimal began/-=.

A rather unfortunate situation thet created mény refugees to come - -
to thz Pzkse erea proved gz2ac luck in thes reseerch for-rhinos,  Most ;f -t
the Kha ar Lao Thuong “illspzoples cure fros the ruggaed, mountaincus
areas where, it was found, rhings are mere ept to live, A systematic
questioning of these villagers in their mouniain villzges would have

taken quite a period:cf time., By settling in the Pakse area, it
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became quite easy to cuickly interview the chiefs of these villeges and
glean much valusble information from them,

The vriter has:tried to group the evidenc2 gathered on rhino sightings
into two categories. Incidents where only one person had claimed to have
seen evidence of rhinos or the stecry told happened some time ago are
groupad into one category, The cther category entails incidants in recent
times and involves more than one per<on,

. Vihat may be quitez significant is that informatien concerning rhincs
has filtered in cdespite ceep psychological opposition by many villagers.
(More about this later in the text).

References used for naming the rhino seen by villagers as the Javan

rhinoceros was Jean Deuve's Les Mammiferes N Laos and wildlife experts

at the Associatior for the Conservation of Wwildlife, centared in Bangkok,
Thailand, .Both the literature by Deuve and personnel at the ACY indicated
that a one hernad rhinocercs found in Laos mest probably ié the Javan rhiro,
And, oficourse, there are the many reports From villagers who always
referred to the rhing seen as "het" which is the collcgquail name for the

one horned rhino found in Lacs,

The informetion related in this report is recorded ss it was received
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DESCAIPTION OF AREA UNCER STUDY

»

.Folovens Plateau . ' L

The main gesgraphical feature of the southern panhandle is the
Bolovens Plateau, This high elrnvation srea is encompassed partly
within the boundaries of all four khouengs {provinces) in thz southern

io, | |

The elevatizn at Paksong, the major town on the Plateau, Is over

42300 meters. 1t formerly had @ population, prior to exodus of

refugees, of 5,000 and was the largest town on thz Bolovens,

At least one mountain rises to 1800 =weters on the Plateau and
éeveral lesser ones at ovér 16G0 meters, Rainfall at Paksong is said
to cveéage arourid 2,400 mm per year,

The Bolovens, cen be divided into the following geogrephical
divisions - mountains, open forests, rolling grasslaﬁds end rather abrupt
drop~-offs or the edgas of the Plateau. There ars no major water tribu-
taries on the Bolovens although it is a water shed for several rivers in
the lower arecs, .

Temperatures on the Bolovenslplatgau cen be‘quite low in the winter
season (Decesber to February).  There are occasicnal frosts in thé Paksong

area,- -

The main agriculturzl crops are logging, 'hal' rics (vpland rice), =~ .

coffee, vegetables ena scme spices, A geae black topped road pxists

between rakse and Pakzong, A new gravel toppad rosc wes cansiruciezd-in---

b

']
©

[{{]

1967 from Paksong to Hou=l Kong but was not us at the time by peosrcle

outside of the Pathet Lzo held erea, ther rozds on the Plateau are



Fig. 2. Map of South Laos in April, 1975 ’
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to be ron~gassable to Larely passable, depending upon the seascn, At best,

these sccondary roads are in poor condition,

-

Most of the travel on the Bolovens is by foot and trail, The Kha or
Lao Thuong ethnic groups are predominant, inhabiting small villeges over

the Plateau,

Khoueng Szdone

Khoueng Sedone has en area of 6,800 sq, kms, and a populction.~pf
147,000 poople. (1973, Leaos Annual Statistics). Gther sources give the
‘population as low as 122,000,

Pakse is the majer city in Sedone Frovince with a reported populatien
of 4s,000, . )

The main river in the Province is the Mekong, running the entire
length, The other rmajor river is the Seﬁone, which starts in the Saravane
area and winds through.Paksa, emptying into the Mekong.

Agriculturc is the main means of livelihcod, It is one of the few -
rice exporting provinces in lLeos, Coffee, Pineapple and some spices are
grown on the slopes of %he portion of the Bolovens Plateau which is in

Sedone Province,

.. ——

Pakse is a main trade center, traditionally receiving goods from =~

e AP - - =

Thailand, Cembodia and Viet—Nam,

Khoueng Szrzvane

——

— e
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Khousng Saravane comorises an area of 13,260 sz, kms., mzking it the
largest province in the penhandle, It has a reported posuleticon of 156,020

(1973, Lacs Annual Statistics}. Other sources place tha population at
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closer to 140,CCO.

Saravane District has a population of 17,000 people.

The main river tributary is the Sedone. The other major river is
the Sekong which runs into Cambodia.‘

Agriculture and logging are the main agricultural.crops. All sgri-
culture is cn a small scale, the slash—and:burn type, except in some
lculand areas.

Elevation in the province ranges from 150 meters at Sarzvane City
tova high mountain in the eastern portion of cver 2300 meters.

Rasnfall in the lowlands is low end the temperatures ere hot during
the dry season. The mountainaus regions to the east, and the Solovens,

have lower temperatures and higher rainfall.

Khoueng Attcceu -7

Khoueng Attopeu comprises some 14,900 sq. kms. It has a populaticen
listed at 59,000 (1973, Laos Annuel Statistics),

The main river is ths ESekong. )

Khoueng Attopsu borders Cambodia on the south end the South Viet-Nam

Highlands on the cast.

Agriculture end logging ere -tha-main industries,  Vost-agriculture. ..
is limited to slash-znd-turn type with 'hal' rice the mzin crop. -

Elevaticn ranges from chout 100 meters et Attoceu Tity to over 1730

(23
%

-

meters in the mountainous ncrthesest portion of the province,

Khoueng Sithzncone -

Khoueng Sithzandone is listed as having 5,330 sq. kms. of land area,
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It has a populction of 03,7002 ~renla (19723, Leo National Statistics).
other sources set the population at 60,000.
Muong Khong, (District) has a populeticn of nearly 30,000.
Sithandone bcrders Thailand on the west and Cambodia on 4he sout

.

ana east,

The main river is the Makong which runs the entire length of the

province.

The main meané of livelihocd are agriculture and fishing. Previouély

there was a b.eisk commercial trade from Cambodia s Rou

tz 13 runs through

Sithancane and into Cambodia. "

Elevation is consistently between 400 and 200 meters, Upen fore<ts
and grasslands are characteristic of this province,

Khoueng Champasszk . )

Khoueng Champassak comprises some 2,600 sq. kms. and has the smallest

land . area in the southern nrovincess it .has. a-reported population of —

"403,000 (1973, Laos Annual Statistics). Other sources set the population

at 80,N00.

Tne main-river,:the'vekcng,.floQ5~the-length~oﬁ the province.- Agri---

<ulture end logging ere -the main-occupationse---

-~

-Ethaic Pooulaticss af Four Khousnos == 7777

The ethnic copulations of the lowlends.are Leoy

The mountaincus and remote areas are cccupied by Kha or Laos Thuong. The

Kha people consist of the following diffzrent tzibel groups - La ven,

Nya
heune, Ta hoi, Nghe.s Alek, Kasseng, La ve, Sa pcun, Ha lang, Seng, Sousi

end Eng.

Chingse and Vietnzmesals
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BAD SPIRITS OR “PHI" AND THE RHINGCEADS

Many Kha or Las Thucng in Leos - end sone Lao'— believe that chcoting
rhinos or atitempting to capture them is tentamount to disaster. Sowetimes,
it is believed that even mentioning the Lao word for the One Horned rhino,
vhet" at certain times can cause unfor-unate things to happen. The vriter

was given this information by L551stants Amphone and Lu, along with other

locel people, Vhatever inforrmation that is obtained, in many cases, is
p ' Y ’

- given under duress and considerchle coaxing is necessary to get these

villagers to talk ebout rhinos,

The powerful phi or bad spirits, suppoasedly ciosely connected with
rhinos, gonerally includes a death penalty for a relative or closa
acquaintance if the phi esre disturbed, For e»anold; snne menbers of the
Kha Lasve tribal group near Ban Pa Dou (Khoueng Saravane) related tnat
anyone shooting a rhino would shortly see the death of his wife or chilcdren.

Another incident - described more in detail lester in the text - tells

of the.Lao leader of a wilid elephant rouncup ﬁying shortly after ssomeone

shouted “het! het!"™ upon sighting rhinos. .

-

It can be postulated that the sbove superstitions probably began when
the person closely ccnnected with szeing or shooting 8. _rhinao, died from
some other unrelated cause,—The guparst1.1ous villagers- 1nt°rpz»t9d~==
this to mean that rhino -ohi had caussd the dzath, -

A Westerner miznt lauzh at thecs belisfs where rhinos ars thought .
to have powerful epiriis that can demand guick revengz from humans whan
they are tgmpered with, But thesz paople believe deeply in these super-

stitions and one cdoing re search in this animal spescies in Leos should
3



learn to live with the problem rather than attempting to fight it. The

e e S

writer learned, first hand, what such superstitions can do to a research

project if not taken into consideration,

- Amphone had been told to begin asking guestions about existence of

rhinos in areac vhere he was searchirg for kouprey: At first, there

Lo

didn't seem to he any reluctance on his part as he bagan to bring back

impbrtant information., As ecvidence began tu indicate the presence of

R g

i rhinos in some of these areas, Amphone beczme morz2 negative in his
evaluations on whether rhinos actually did exist, Several villegers

might describe an incident whera they had seen rhino tracks or the animal

e wa e,

itself, Amphone Yould come back and say he dicdn't believe there were

rhinos as the villegers had reported. His reports became quite contra-

dictory in that he would give a positive side to villegers' snswers end
then in the end, ‘without any apperent reason, he would say he didn't

believe them,

-_—a - . ——— @ s s mme e e T R el 2.

In one important happening, Amphone told the writer he didn't believe
rhinos existed in e particuler srea despite tha fact that scme 26 people -

on an elephant roundup - had seen two of them. This aroused the writer's

. suspicicns that_somsthing_was_vxang... Thioking back in retrospect, small,

Sm ecep e v greme v we e ---'v-o.vI—.np- yoomiy el
)

!
i

seemingly insignificant events began to take shape.

J— e—v = cemme e mmeey

P SR,

: Amphone's wifs, Trom the Kha Eng Tribsl groug, had bzen ecting quice

. sullen in the writer's recent encounters with her,. Kha vamen zre usuvally
very emiable, In a report, that Amphone knew the wriisr was going to have
) g g

translated, he wrote thzt he didn't understand why he vas asked to look
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for rhinos. And further, vculd his wife be provided with a death bencfit

payment in event he died in the line of duty? These statements were
included in a report’after Amphanea had returned frem som2 remote villeges
whera the Pathet Lao end North Vietnamese military. units hed put him under
arrest and'threstencd him with death if he wes found fb.be a Lao military,

Finally the writcr brought the wholc problem out in the cpen in a
]

" heart-to-heart telk with Amphore, He then pcured out his wife's fezrs -

and his too - of engaging in e project that would either capture or kill
rhinos. When he was assured that this project wes enly to develop a
progran for thelr protection, he loct his fears, He said he wasn't

-,

reluctant to work with rhincs on this basis,

Unfortunately there are Lao and Kha who have managed to over-rice
their superstitions, if they had any, an& hunt these rars animals because

of high monetary rewards. The rhino horn - much sought after as an

ephrodisiac by the Chinesg medical prufession - has undoubtedly contri-

buted much to its near extinction, In MNay of 1275, the writer priced
rhino horns in a Chinese drug store in Vientiane. The prices were
extren2ly high-for a small shave of the horn, .. The awner was gquite. .

suspicious erdd tock great pains in che beginning to let"me know that the: .
horns came from Africa.. In a later visit, ‘he said_zome of the horns céma

from no~th of Vientizns, I could not verify where thay sctrally cdid

come from.
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INCIDENTS INVCOLVING RHINDS IN SOUTH LACS

All of the inéidents where villegers reparted to have seen rhinos
or their tracks, refecred to the species as "het", As mentioned, this
name is reserved for a One Horned rhincceros.. At no time did any of the
villagers use *he word for the Two Hecrned rhino wﬁich.according to Deuve

is "sou®,

Several of thz rnino sightings seemed to teke place in June or July,

" On the climatic side this would be the beginning of the rainy season. It

is not known why rhinos have been seen in these particular mcnths except
perhaps this time period might coincide with the mating szason or avail-

ebilily of certain food plants,

The informationcontained in this report indicates that rhinos tend
to inhabit low=r elevetions, below steep mountzinous arszs where there
is ept to bc plenty of water. Ravines, rivers and or creeks seem to be

characteristic of these areas.

It would also eppear that rhinos might be nccturnal in their feeding
habits., This could be one of the rsaéans, along with their low numberse,

that tiiey aren’'t seen more coften by villagers, Ancther resscn is undo&btedly

the.fact that rhinos and .elephants inhabit much-the same geographical areas ---

and it is not apparently easy,for'§h34novice to cdifferentiate hetween. a=--

young eleghant's fucterint and those-of a rhinc, .

At least ona villager estimeted tie size-of an acult rhing footpring -

A0

as approximating the cize of a two month old elephant footprint, Some

indicatec it was a bit larger. A number of vill:zgers ressrtcd that rhine

footprints do not show the prominent tce neils as one would see on an

elephant's foot,
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Some villagers stotod that they thought rhinos hibernzate in vet,
muddy areas for a three month pericd each year (Hay, June and July). It
could be postulzted that rhinos might relax in we: areas during this period,

the end of the dry season and the beginning of a rainy season, but only

during the daylight hours,

The following incidents, inveolving rhinos, were recorded as they

were receiveu by Amphone and Lu, the writer's two essistants, If Feasible,

an attempt waes made tc check out discrzpancies, Much of the information

was related by Tassengs or chiefs of clusters of villeges which formerly

were lccated in the remotest psrts =f south Laos,

Incidunt No. Gne

Amphone w.as told by a Lao that sowe villagers in Ban Kala {the name

given on the map is erroneously shown as Ban Na Khala), Khoueng Sedone,

——— A a8 e e b a1 e s
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veae .

-

P .

hed seen twa rhinos in June, 1974.

check out the story,

Pathet Lao and North Vietnamese interrcgaters, h

for most of a week,

At Ban Samein, slightly west of Ban Kala,

Amphone met-with Thao Kong and -his Erother, Thao Huong,

Ao T 3 P T TR -

from tham tha“,n;n.nai_ bas_zo treined elephants

'_A..._';- Telm = e

The villagers Fave an ennual elephant rouncup in the n

e

of the villzges as there are repso
"dnhebiting that area,

In 1974, in the month of June according to Thao Hucng, 26 villeg

Ampheone went to the Lao villege to

He had planned to stay only overnight but due to

e was kept under arrest

and Ban Samein, 25,

(94

early proxizity

reecdly large hards of wild elephznts

ers

and also_in Khoueng Sedone,

Amphone ieérnsc-



——

mounted 13 clephunts.and commenced the roundup just east of the Kham Pho’
(Kham Pho River) in the Khoueng of Sedone. They reportedly encouncered
large herds of elephants, scme estimating the total number at nearly
400 animals. -

sfter herding five of the elephants into a ciréle with the 13 treinred
animals, they begen to close the circle in order to restrain them with
chains, A clcse. look stowed that with the five elephants there wcre
two adult rhinoceroses,. Apparently all or most of the 26 people (two to
an elephant) saw the rhinos. (see fig. 3). .

.One of the villegers yelled "het! het!" and thz rhinos and three of

"the elephants escaped the trap.

Amphone asked Theo Huong to describe the rhinos since he had seen
them along with the other villagers, His tdescription wes es follows:

legs like an elephant, tail 1ike a pig and ears like a buffalo. When

Amphone attempted to down grade tbe story, Thao Huong argued that all cor

most of the villagers cn the hunt had elso seen them, )

Thao Huong alssc saild that’it was now forbidden for enyone to talk

about rhiros on future hunts, Thza reason being that the leader of the

—— - -— - - -

roundup hag—?igdfshortly,after;ihe hunt and the villagers attributed-his B

gzath to someone yel1ing rhind curing tre roundup.

- ————

The villagerc ere now reluctent to telk ebout this animsl and they .

lamme o= At e m————

are no longer jnterasted in having anything to co with them, They now

believe rhinos have very powerful phi or tad spirits,
Amphone vas put undar hcuse arrest by the PL and North Vietnamese

Cesram o

militery perscnrel at 2an Kala, He did manage to talk to severzl other

- 15 -
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people who verified Thoo Husng's stery cn the elephant rouncup.

Amphone vas questioned intensely during this period as to whether
his background was military or civilien medic, which ﬁe professed to be.
At Amphone's request, a PL courier was sent to Pekse to visit Amphone's
house to determine if there was any evidence that hé was a military spy.
As luck would have it, this writer happened to go to Amchone's house at
the e=me timz the PL did, trying to find out why Amghone had not returned
Tfrom his anticipated two dey stay. The PL immediately attampteﬁ to fiind
out if Amghone worked fo;‘an American or not, The writer, suspecting
sometping, told the FL that Amphone was going to purchase some baskets
for him, (The PL mist hase believed the*story es he was released in a
couple of days.)

. At Ban Szmien, on the same trip, Amphone met with a friend called

“You", They refer to each other as brothers, That night there wes a

party at You's houss, - You, his father, Amphone and & Kha from Ban Hiniap

" (Khoueng Sedong) was present,

R R b LRI S

You's father statsed thet he had killed over {DD deer'during his
hunting.years...He also.said he had never sec:t a rhino but he believed
they'étill exiétea in the area because: so many-villegers had seen then, -
Thé Kha frem Ean Hinlep, on the Bolovens-Flzteau,.-seid-that-a-men-from __
his villzsge had shot-a rhino severel-vears ego. - Secause ot the-FL-end -
North Vietnemase wetching the procesdings, Amsnone was rzt gble To questicn

him further,

. - 16 -
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Incident No., Two

A villeoger had told Aspghene en his returna frem Cen Kala that a neoted
g

hunter from Boun Tai (Khoucng Sithandcne) had an encounter with a rhino
i in 1974, In fact, he related to Amphone that the hunter nemez Cong Yen

had shot one.

Amphone visited Cong Yen at Ban Boun Tal mnd the following story wvas
‘ related to Amphonc by the hunter:

Cong Yen ard eight cther hunters enlerod Cambodie in an area east

: of Ban Kok Padek (Khoueng Sithandene) and west of Ban La Ak which is in

Cambodia, The nine hunters built a trec platform sbove a well used

mineral lick, All thz hunters, slong with their bicycles, managed to

get on top of the platform, At sundown, they plannec on waiting through

the night for elephants. There was ample mocnlight to shopt by.

During the night, a lone animal did approech the mineral lick., At

§ e A M g T P41 e B e § T ot

first the group thought it to be a young elsphant but elephants seldom

L A A

—_— ... travel ulon° at such a yrung cge,

I T— e emie i e e ————

As the anlwal begqﬂ to eat the 5011

“they ncticed that it dian't have a trunk. How could it uhen, they thought,

be an elephant?

N ;_--_;;r.u-:They watched the animal as it finishad and .embled auay 1nto the |

--.__...- - e m———

. nighg.. The-“_xu ~orn1ng theThunters jum ped down from

the-tree anu cxamlnec s

- .,--,-
- -. .:_.-__.__b.-‘- -

et -
PR EERAT .._“_.._-.

tha t*ackq,,- The *r=cvs vere similar to the tracks o? :n elepnaﬂu but-:;';"

nent o2 nc‘ls.k nhey <new then thit

.a rhincceros. (see fig. 4). B T e T

- wlth tb tk'

1; rust Have beon -

Before the hunt was gver, one of the groupn was killed and another
?

was wounded by the Khmer Rouge (Cerbocdien communist insurgents).

B P
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Incident No. Three

Lu, ths vwriterts other assistant, visited a villaﬁa by the namz cf

Ban Houay Tore (Khoucng Sedene). He met with a villager there by the name

of Thao Thiane. Thag Thiane related the following story about an incident

with a rhino:

In 1572, during the night time, Thao Thiane sleeping in hig tut henrd

what he thought was an animal chewing on his banzna trees, (see fig., 5),

There ware numerous elephants in that area. He wexz afraid to disturb the

anirmal if it was an elephant because it might oe g lore one which are

always cantankergus,

The next morning he went put to look at the tracks, They were similer

to those of an elephant, but emaller,

(=11

Sorething must have locked adg to

Thao Thiene es he asked a neighbour, Thas Ko, to follow the tracks to see

where they might go,

Across th2 trail,. Accerding to Thag Ke's story tc Thaa. Thisne, the anima)

elected to crawl uncer the low-lying tree, Thao ko thin doubted very much

that ‘it was an elephant, as he tolgd Thao‘Thiane, because elephants do not

Cross obstructicn= in such a way,

=L Thao:Ko'é‘éﬁhclusion”waszfﬁatlit was a_rhino‘judging from the tracks
eénd the msthod i+ used 3n getiing cast the fallen'treeauuAlsc,-young;f:

elephants do not usually ¢

Other Irciden<s

The follewing incidznis - inwvelving villagers eithap se2ing rhings

or rhino tracks - wers regorted by single individualg cr refugeess whg

. - %9 .
e e
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have abandoned their former v111ﬁces ia the remote areas of south Laos,
The Tasseng or chief of a cluster of villeges (a tesseng) was usually the
pPerson interviewed, The reported events involving refugees .taok .place. .

- hbstly frem.. 1967 ~ 1970, after which many of them left their native

villages to resettle near Pakse,

There are several significant heppenings regarding the refugees and
their displacement that might be important, Ary these events could be
closely correlated with continuad survival of rhinos in these remgte

- regions,

Rhinos traditionally were not hunted by the Kha La ve and some of
the o*ner ethnic minorities living in the mountainous ereas, This
abstinence from hunting - when the areas were inhabited with msny
villeges - no dgubt prolonged the rhing's survival., Now that there are
fewer inhabitants in what is suspected to Ee rhino hetitat, it could 53
postulated that survival oF this species has a bettpr chcnce than

_Previously, Ve do know, hoviever, that some of the villagers hou1d shoot
rhinos, phi or no phi, But from 1nforﬁatlon submitted by the Kha,

hunting rhinos was Jenerally ccn51dered tabon.

[ A T SR -

The PL and -North Vietnamese. -military unlts stationed in theseg

remoteg =eculons are nak knovn te be prolifiec hunters, AL least-

evidence does not point to thetr parti"ipating evidiy in hunting,

If thase conclusicns are Tarrect, tkesn whatever enimal papulatisns

that were alive prior ts the 1867 - 1970 exit period by native villages,

most probably are'in as gocd a shape today or perhaps even better,

i A At O it e cemmene



e Sesreiem i e

The following events were tcken from refugee; end other scurces -end
recorded ac they were received by Lu and Amphone in early 1975:
Item 1

A Nai Ban originally from the Colovens said that a villzger from the
southeast part of the Bolovens hg%FLrougﬁt a rhino horn to Fakse and left
it with him to sell in 1573, The Nai Ban thought the horn was from an
enimal killed enly a few years before, The Nai Ben did not sell the rhino
horn and the ovner touk it back to his villege, The village couid nct be
reached by Amphone and Lu because the PL didn't allow visitors.,
Ttem 2

A language teacher from Pakse said a former Leo pupil of his came

to see him in late 1974 and wanted to know how much he would pay'for a

.rhino horn, (The language teacher also dealt in wild animzls, skins, etc,)

The language teacher asked his former pupil to let him see the horn, Tre

Pupil told him chat the horn was.on a. . live rhing but he would go end

‘shoot the rhino if he got a high enough offer feor the horn beéause he

knew where a rhino lived. The language teacher related to the writer that

24

his former pupil appeared to be in a-high state of excitement when he told

the story of the fﬁina sighéiﬁé{“ﬁff ‘

Item 3 7 ) -
Thao Prong, a villzger from San Minles (Khoueng SzZaone) on tha

Bolovens Flateau tald Lu that he had seen rhina tracks, whiie hunting in

1974 near Pncu Ta Seng (Ta S8eng Mountain) in Khouzng Sedone, The eres

where Thzo Fhong repcrted szeing the rhing trecks is Guite near Thzo
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Thianc's banana plantation, (See Incident No, Three),

Item 4

Several villegers from Ban Ra Dou (Khouc.g Saravane), a village

north of Saravare City, told Lu they had seen rhing tracks, as well as
the animals in a phi erea near their village befcre the year 1970 wvhen

they moved cut, According to tke villagers, no hunting was allowed in

this area beceause of suspected phi.

Item 5

Amphone met with the Tasseng of three Kha Nge villezges in e
refugee resetﬁlement area ;ear Fakse, The neme of the Tasseny is Ngan.
Tre na&es of the three villages hz represents are: 3an A Don, Ban iai
Do and Ban Pém (Khnueng Saravene) which are viortheast of éaravane City
on the Xe kong (Sekong or Koﬁg River), - ’

Accerding to the Tasseng, in 1959, people from the three above

villages saw a young, acult, one-horned rhinozaros lying in & nong (pond),

The male was reportedly about the size of a buffealo bull,

The villagers eventualily killed the animal with spears end ate the

meat,

The'Taggqu_desgrgq;g_§§e“aqimal as having large folds of skin over .

g wme

The same year, 41973, sume of the same villegers szw another male vhins

at Houay Pak: a'naahcy stream. They 2idn't kill the rhing,

Item 6
et —n

Amphone met with Thao Nien, @ Kha Ta hoi who was from Ban La Yi Tong

e A it e VIS ORI



(Khoueng Saravane)a The following incident took place in 1961 near Ban
Sa Bong (Khoueng Saravane):

A one-horned rhino vias found dead in & nong near Ban Sa Bong, Thao
Nien said it died frem natural couses. The villagers este the mear, .No
one from the village had noticed rhino traclis in that.grea up to the
time they found the animal dead,

Ttem 7 '

Thao Duom, a Kha La ve, was from a villege called Ban Pia Ha (thucng
Attopeu) east of Attcpeu City,

In 1955, according to Thaa Duch, a rhino vas sean near his villege.
Since the Kha La ve are afraid of rhino phi, the animal was not killed,
Iten 8

A Kha Lz ve school te=char nam2d Dae Nua reported ‘that hs came from
& villege called Pak Huang Dus which is between Attaopeu and Kong My {Khouerg
Saravene), An acqualntanc:, Sen Cuon, suppoczdly saw a rhino twice (or tvia
different rhinos) at Houay.Te (creek) betwsen Kong My and Attopeu in 1967.
Item 9

Che Lang Tong, Kha La ve Tasszng originally comes from a village

talled nong—AASé'néar Kcng.uy: Ha reported that near Phou Xang Hucng - T

(mounyaln) -rhing-was zeen in 1957, e  —
Item 40 . e SITLAS TR st leamel s

A Kha La ve nzmed Thao Muon Pak Di, left his village, Bzn Pa Am nesr
Attapeu in 1957, He recorted that e rhiro was sezn three ysars before he

left his viilsge near Phou Sang (wountalh) and Houzy Lu*ng (creek)

. ' - 26 -
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FUTURE RESEARCH AND FADTECTICN FOR RHINGS IN LAQDS

Laos is now totally coatrolled by the communist politicel faction,
When this preject was being conducted in south Leos, only parts of the
area was dominated by the Pathet Lao or Lao Communists, .Accessibility to
the area would be extremely difficult, if not imposcible =2t thas time,
The PL are perancic in consideriny foreigners and intelligence activitics
Synonymous. They consider anybocy not one of them to be potential intoil
agents, )

If an attembt were mede to gain entrence into rhing hzbitat areas,
an international organization such as the United Nations or its branch,
the F/0, might be used as the conduit, (It is thought that thz FAQ stili
cperates in Laos at the time of this report). The World Wildlife Fund rv
the Internaticnal Union for Conservation of Nature (IUWCN) might be suspect,
Then egain they might have some success, In event that sometime in the
future some organization expresses interest in gaining mora information
about tha Javan rhingsceros-or kouprey numbers in Laogs, the Toreign
elemen: proposed far the project should be kept to a Lare minimum, The
communists ~ being unpredicable at times - might, in & rare moment, consider
a small contingent of two or three experts firom the outside, It is the

opinion or this.writsn“th;t;they would never consider an expedition of

e}
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3
]
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my
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g ners”to rozm around the remste areas oV their country, no

The area on anc nsar the Eolovens Platezu ie Tairly abundant in
wildlife, This includes ele 2phants, gaur, banting, tigers, lecparcs, bear
and probeably sons kougrey along the bordsr crezes, There are many different

species of monkeys, snzkes and smaller animal life. Wildlife experts sbie

. - 25 -
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to travel around the erea would have cpportunity to study a variety of
wildlife, some considered cn the endangerad spocies list,

The writer spent the five months of the project only in the proximity
of the Bolovens Plateau in south Laos, Other areés ;n the northern part
of thé country mighi have larger rhino populations with less adverse
gengraphical features to hinder a project,

It would apanar fram information gatiercad by the writer that Juﬁe
and July are the best manths cd see rhinos in south Laos. The reason for
this is not known, The rainy season. begins slawly in May and reachés an
epex in August and Septembsr. Julv is a month of fairly constaﬁt rains
but many roads and trails over creeks and rivers are still passable.
August and September sees accessibility by foot or vehicle to many areas

almost nil, October to May brings first tne dry, winter season of cool

temperatures and then the dry, hot season of the other extreme., Travel

to most areas - is progres<ively easier as the winter sesson chances into

the hot, cry season,
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TRANSLATION

OF TERMINOLOGY

Kha or Lao Thuong

Khoueng
Juorg

Tesseng

ban

Chao Khoueng
Ehzo Muong
Po Bar.

Nai Ban

Phou (prononnced ' poon*)
Phi ..

Nong

Pong

Houay

Pathet Leo or FL

Khmer Rouge

. - -
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Minority tribal eroups found
usually in remote, mountainaus
areas of Laas
A province
A district
" A greup of villeges (The adwini-
strative head of a Tasseng is
eieo given the same name)
vA’village
A province chief
A district chief

A village chief

An assistant to the district
chief, usually a Lao Thuong

A mountain
éed spirits
A pond
A mineral lick
A creek
. Lao + communist facticn

Cambocian: communist. faction .



