ployed these being hellc0pter capture and -
ground capture. The type of capture method.
used depends upon the terram the rhlnos

@Heﬁcopter capture isa qu:ck and effectlve,
3 thod but very costly 1t is usually used”

$The second and most common method is on i
a.the ground capture. A search by vehicle is
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: ’commonly used there are problems: Zithese 2.5
being assoclated with the distance between *%

: thedarter and the rhino. As one- needs toget :

" ascloseas 40| metres, thereisagood an e
of the rhino either seeing you or picking: up:;
.If this' happens, thé rhino will ri

! Before darﬂng, a tranqumzlng dart:
pared.”The Franquilizer starts to take

- only after five to 15 minutes during which time

. the darted animal must be monitored Afterit,

* Is'immobilised, a constant check ¢

_ peratureis kept, the horn measured and any
dlstin markmgs noted

hasanaverage helght .

réach a speed of approximately 45 km/h. It has "

a poten al hfe span ‘of 45 yearsand is charactensed ch:eﬂy by its
brqad sqggre upperlfp, andnotforitscolou ingle
afteragestation period of 18 months:’In Naturar

profile of the: wh{tea-rhinaan?be? found.

Thedart lsprepared priorto darﬁng the rhine.
n.. .The needle. Is lubricated. with a

Animmobilizing drugls injected by B

st
lot!c is admlnlstered both in the area of the dart"

enelraﬂomand’lnto a major muscle so as to minimize the rlsk_of Infectlcn. “The ",'

Eat! rhlnn’seyes areeovered so that they don’tget too dry
cad ; —

" !ength end base ofthe homs are measured. .

ﬂﬂ‘)b Fiigy o

‘8 The rhlno Is ushed and pulled into ﬂ'cecrateafter the antidote Is glven.

- etigans

; 47’ nsld  the erate and on it's way to a ne\v home where anew rhino colony wlll be
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Editorial

Leave territorial instincts
to the animals

“l have never been interested in the kind of ego-
tripping infighting that characterises so much of the
wildlife scene, especially in South Africa.” This
passage can be found on page 16 of Christopher
McBride’s recent book, Liontide.

South Africa has an international image as aleading
conservation country. its game farming industry Is
going from strength to strength. Its hunters are well
organised and trained. More and more overseas
tourists visit South Africa annually, drawn here mainly
by our wildiife.

Rivalry only harms the industry and uitimately lead
to fewer tourists visiting the country. In fact, it
could destroy our young enterprise. South Af-
rica with its limited human resources needs the as-
sistance and contribution of every person, or-
ganisation and institution that can contribute to
nature conservation and game farming. Organi-
sations should not be duplicated thus fragment-
ing funds, opportunities and leadership. There Is
but one ultimate castle. Every person cannot be
its king.

Letus acceptthat everyone has arole to playandall
need acknowledgement for their contributions, be
they small or gigantic.

Let us leave the territorial instinct to our marvellous
animals.




