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REUNIONS AND RHINOS

Few scientific expeditions to Africa in the early
twentieth ceniury were as thoroughly successful as the "Qak-
land Museum Expedition", which, under the able leadership
of H.A. "Del" 3now, spent two years on the continent gather-
ing museum specimens and making one of the most exciting and

comprehensive films about Africa ever produced. 1

Enduring unhospitable wilderness and life threatening
situations, Oakland's expeditioners journeyed thousands of
miles in South Africa and British East Africa in search of

specimens for the Public Museum. During the extended safari
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twen<ty-five thousand feet of motion picture film and over

four hundred 'stills' were exposed, and a vast collection

of museum specimens consisting of forty complete (3-5 specimens.
family groups, (about 169 mammals), 1,500 birds, 5,000 bird's

eggs, and 40,000 insects and bugs, were secured for the City's

: <o s 2
proposed natural history facility., *

“he ultimate success of the expedition, however, must
have looked razher questionable to Del Snow*'late in the Summer
of 1620 as he and his son Sidney arrived back at the coast of
South Africa afier nearly losing their lives in Bechuanaliand.
It was a dark moment for the two Californians, they were sick
with malaria, alil alone, thousands of miles Trom family and
friends, and rfar away from Oakland where the bottom seemed =o
be falling out of the museum movement. In addition, Snow could
not expect any more money from Oakland. To make matters worse,
his business variners,W. Cole and the Gross brothers, managing
the picture company back home,apparently deserted Snow just
when additional funding was needed to keep filming. And with
experienced hunter Leslie Simson absent from the party, H.A. Snow,

in truth a greenhorn at safarij hunting, had to think fast and

keep his head if he was to save the expedition and keep him-

self and his family alive.

* Throughout the remainder of this work the familiar names of Henry Snow and his
Tamily will be usede—-- Del, Sid, Daisy, Norma, Nydine, and so on.
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Lululand
HUNTING IN ZULULAND, 1920
Posing with a tribe of Zulus are
(from left to right) Frank Wilton,

Ccameraman, Henry and Sid 3now




amazingly comfortable and homey. Del hai truly mads every

effort to create a real home in the wilderness. Daisy describes

the camp:

The camp..... was beautiful. Iz was located on top
of the hill overlooking the river. Up and down the river
banks are grezz fig trees and around the camp are large
numbers of shade itrees. Del nas built a four room house,

s AL A L S e

you might call it..... built of <res and grass and mud.
It is rainprooZ..... roofed over with poles and inter-
f woven grass. There are many pieces now lashed <o the frame,

; which (makes) a platform..... On top of this platform was

nearly a foot of grass for a mattress. When our air mat-
reésses were placed on top of this, it made very fine sleep-
ing..... How Del must have worked and planned to have it
comZortable and home-like when I came. He had not even for-
gotten the floor, which had a number of zebra skins spread
around. 11

By the time Daisy and Norma arrived in Zululand, Del

had nearly completed his collection of South African species.

All he needed was an adult rhinoceros. Somehow Snow obtained

a permit to hunt rhinos, which were becoming quite rare, and
he and Sid and Wilton, and a sizable party of safari "boys"
set out one day to 'bag' one of these dangerous beasts. Del

offers an interesting account of the nearly fatal hunt:

We left camp at daylight and walked the game trails
until we had nezrly reached Mount Impalla. This is a good
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lookout place. We were there a few moments when one

of the natives noticed two "mecomga" (white rhinos)

going around the side of the mountain...... We stalked
them for nearly an hour and at last got in a position
where the wind was right to attempt to crawl up on them.

At this time they were feeding, but before we had crawled
all the way to them they decided in favor of a nap. It
occured to me that there wasn't a tree within 200 yards

to use in case of an emergency. I deliverated for a moment,
when the animal scented me, Zor

n

hea in

n

Tantly got %o her

feet and gave an awful snort---

ct

hen started right for me.

The other got in position and down they both came---
one on zach side. My nerve stayed with me, so I raised my
big gun and let fly at the head of one of them, but it only
seemed <o give her more speed. I jumped zZehind a2 small bush,

which was To one side and when she went %y me I let her havs
the last shot of my big 477 express. Thi

7]

turned them, which
gave me time to reload and before they could recover I

shot twice mcre, but still no rhino fell. T was commencing
to think they had charmed lives. With my last two shots

they started off up the mountain, swinging their heads from
side to side.

Snow started after the wounded rhinos, following the trail of

blood left by the enraged beasts:

We tracked them for two miles and found one of them
under a big thorn tree, which (had) limbs that touch the
ground. Thinking her dead, from the amount of blood she had
lost, we got ready to make both movie and still pictures.
Wilton and Sid..... got out the cameras and with help of
about twenty natives went back where the rhino was.....
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Wilton glanced in to start the picture, while Sid was
set up further back, when with a rush the rhino came
out on the charge (smashing through Wilton's tripod and
camera) and Wilton lost no time side-stepping.

She started toward the entire party. I was a few
yards away in the rear and started to get my gun in posi-
tion for another shot. Most of the natives were up in
trees. Wilton, Sid, one native and myself were on the ground.
The animal took a vicious lunge at Wiltorn (who jumped head
first into a thorn bush)..... and started for the native,
who had ventured too close. It looked positively certain
she would get the negro, for she seemed only & couple of
feet benind him, going like mad and making close swings
with her great horn.

At this time I got in another shot, which hit her
over the eye. This infuriated ner and she started for me
and let me tell you dear Oakland never appeared so good.
As she came nearer she looked the size of an S.P. toxcar,
and that horn seemed to grow zs I watched her mad approach.
My nerve stood by me, for I realized it was either the
rhino or me, so I took careful aim at the butt of the ear
and pulled the trigger. She swung around and dropped 1n her
tracks, absolutely dead within a few feet of Wilton and I.
A great load rolled off my nervous system when I realized

it was over in a great deal shorter time than it takes to
tell it. 12

The rhino hunt signalled the end of Snow's South African

Safari, and Del began thinking about the prime hunting grounds
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RHITCERLLS
B FE5EITS HANG
X CTURE TREH

B Cameraman in Zululand Is
=1 Saved From Mad Beast
=3 by Timely Shot

G % xci Oakland Expedition Members
' e Blbeche 58 Have Thrilling Experiences
HENRY AND DAISY WITH THE RHI

» on Collection Trip
\ —2f-%
ZULULA-ND r 1920 . SOE\H%. November“:'l.iialu
The Snows pose With museum Spec- |2 time o e mon

imen 1n the interior of Zulula-rld‘ savage and foroclous animal ir
South Africa, ave told in & latter re-
ceived yaosterday trom H. A. Bnow
one of the lesders of the Snow-Sim.
soo big xame sxpedition In Africa

by John Rowley, curator at the Oak
1and Mussum, How an anraged rhino
bont on attacking Frank Wilton
cameraman, was killed onily ten (ee
trom his prey by Snow, is related ir
the latter.
f An intereating fosture af tha expe-
" ditton, which ts now on the swamp:
plains of Zululand, was thal coa
cerning Vaaipin Buchvansav, four
teon-vear-old native Zulu boy, Whi
refusew to leave the party, althour!
his father and brothers have do
196 [ parted for thelir own villags, hun
dreds of miles away. The youn)
95 Zuly boy thiaka the Americane ar
white gody, Snow said, and is lavalu
abia about the camp, doing odd job
, and amustng the party,
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of East Africa he had dreamed of seeing for so many years.

At last it seemed nothing could stop him. The expedition was
organized and under control, and after a year of what amounted

to experimental hunting and filming, the Snows were seasoned
safari hunters who knew how to survive life on the continent,
hunt dangerous game, and photograph wildlife like professional
film-makers. Del's conflict with Simson was a distant memory now,
his fever was much better, and he had most of his family with

him for support.

In November the family returned to Durban where they
rented a house while waiting for passags to East Africa. Durban
was a good place to recuperate from a year ol safzri living,
and the Snow's enjoyed the conveniences offered by this amazingly
modern African city. When Del Snow wasn't relaxing he was
packaging and shipping his trophies back to Oakland where his
daughter Nydine took charge of them at the Public Museum. Sid
spent héurs in the darkroom develoving film and making prints
while Daisy and Norma visited, enjoyed sit-down meals at hotel

restaurants, toured museums, and took pictures.

A month after arriving in Durban Frank Wilton, Snow's
sole surviving camerman, decided he had enocugh of rampaging
rhinos and left suddenly for the United States. Del decided

to hire another photographer, a Mr. Jensen, rather than take

‘OVer the filming himself. Jensen agreed to travel to East
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AFVFENLIAA

H.A.SNOW'S AFRICAN BAG

African Elephant, large MALE. covevenvsononsss 1 specimen(s)
Black Rhino, family EroUPcee.eescrrecerrorots 4 "

White Rhino, family group.«.sseeccccrc: i <::> "

Cape Buffalo, TAMily GroUP. ..o ceevevreroeeres
Reticulate Giraffe, large MAleseesesssossnans
.Hippopotamus, Tamily SrOUDe:scsrorooersonsoes
Lion, family EroUDP..esssecssooanroureseseores
Leopard, family GFOUP..eceeeeoreeorrrcereen s
Serval Cat, family ErouUP.....ccocevrrareneers
Burchell's Zebra, family grouP......ecereecces
Chapman's Zebra, family &roup.....e.ceeceeecs
Grevy's Zebra, family grouUp.....ececv-o-: Ceees
TLichenstein's Hartebteest, family group..ese..
Coke's Hartebeeste, family group..... cee e
White-tailed Gnu, family group....scecseeeees

5

1

N

5

3

3

i

5

3

4

n

5
Brindled Gnu, family ZroUD.:cccvrveccrorecees 5 "

Common Duiker, family grouUP..se:csccecseroes L

Duiker, family groupP..sseescersaancoecs ceeeee 3

Klipspringer (rare) male.......cocvvonevennen 1

Dik-dik, family ZrOUP.«cccecetrerensnnaanntns 3

Sing-Sing Waterbuck, family group............ L

Common Waterbuck, family grouUPec..cssseceeons 5

Reedbuck, family groupP..cececsececsscoranssos L

Impalla, family &rouP..ecc.eccsccoraocenorene: 5

Blesbok, family Sroup..seeeecceccsoncsne 5

Springbuck, family group....cceoscecooscs 5

L4

Gemsbok, family SroUP:.ecssserosseoassoransss
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————-————————_—--———————————-——————-————-—————-———————————————————-——————-—

Accegsion No.:SW3
Taxon:Ceratotherium simum
Common Name:White rhinoceros

Description: mount; conventional taxidermy; embryo

Found:Zululand
Dimensions:height 52 IN
width 53 1/4 1IN
depth 24 174 1IN
Remarks: Label reads: Baby White Rhinoceros (Embryo)

(Rhinoceros simus)
So far as is known, this is the only embryo White
Rhinoceros in the world, with a value impossible to
estimate.
This is one of a group of White Rhinoceros that were
collected in Zululand, Africa by the late H.A.Snow.
white Rhinos are very rare, only one small band in all the
world. They differ from the Black Rhino in that they are
slate-colored and square-mouthed.
o™ Mounted by Museum Taxidermist, Melvin Johansen
declared surplus 12/13/88: deaccessioned 5/10/89
Exhibition:H.A.Snow Show 1982
TOM, 25 Years of Collecting California



