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AFRICAN RHINOCEROS.

Two rhinoceroses were shiot hy-:ﬁ?pucimm\
one ol the Houttenwts,  As the lnting'o!
a rhinocerus is atteaded with daiger, Le
certainly had some reason o be proud, when
he had io one day killed two of these totmi-
dable animnds. - §

His account of thie affair was, that wheun
they came (o Lhe vlace whore the Bushinen
expected to ind them, the animals had
changed their gronnd ;) but it was not long
before they discovered no fewer thau four,
feeding guictly on the bushes in another
part of the platn,  They advanced towards |
the creatures, at various distaces, accord-
ing to cach man's conrage, but Speelman |
came he fisst within shot, and wounded one
tnortally:  The other people coming up,
fired ti)] it had received geven balls, when
it fell dend. He theo went in pursuit of
the other animails, which had fled over the
hills, and haviny distoved onc in the middle
of the open pumia; approached fortunately
unperceived, aod brought it down witha
single ball: nor did he fail with exultation
to remark, that he had oo that duy fired off
his gun but twice, and at cach time bad
killed a rhinoceros.

is was not the first rhivoceros which
Speehman had shot in the course of his life;
and to prove his knowledge of these animals;
and to save me the trouble of asking him
questions, he voluatarily commuunicated all
that he bad learnt by Lis own expericnce.
Bheir smell, said be, isso keen and nice,
ihat they know, even ata great distance,
whether any man be coming towards them ;
and on the first suspicion of this, talkie to!
flight.  Therefore it 1s only by approaching
tbem from against the wind, or from the
leeward, that the bLuuter can ever expect
to fret within wmusket shot. Yet, in doing
this, he must move silently and cautiouslyyy
8o as not to nalie the least noise in the
bushes, as he passes through them; other-
wise their hearing is so exceedingly quick;|
that they would instantly tuke alarm, und
move far away io some more undisturbed
spot:  But the dungerous part of the busi-
ness is, that when they sometimes become
furigus, and take it into their head to puisue
their encwy: aund then, i they once get

-

this we found the setood rhinocergs: at
whichi® Speclmun, with a party of natives,
tad arrived andwur darlivr, to prevent its’
berng eut up befure [ bad seen and exawmised
it. 1 immediately proceeded to make dras-
ings, hoth in pent'and in profile.

The first view of this beast suggested the
idea of an enormous hing, to which, besides
ints general forn, [t bears some continued
resemiblatice in the shape of itsskoll; and
smallness of its eyes, and the proportiopate
size of its ears; but in its shapeless clumsy
legs and feet; it more résembles the bippope-
tamus aund clephaot. 1t is, in fact, inmany
less abvious particulars closely allied to ail
hese; and by later naluralists, has been
WQI] arranged iv the sagie class with them:

Aty length over the  furehoad avd along
the back frem the extremity of the nose tu
the insertion of the tuil, was 11 feet und 2
inches of Luglish muasure; but in adirect
line, not more than ninefeet theee iuches,
‘The tail, which at its extremity was tlatter-
cd veriically, measured 20 inches: und the
circumlercoce of e largest part of -the
body, 8 feet 4 inches, On exnim{)ing ity
mouth; 1 found, agrekably to comion epin-
ion, uo incitive or fore teeth in either jaw:
in the uppeér jaw on each side, were five
large grinders nnd a sinaller ove at the back:
but in tue luower, there were six grinders

besides the simall bacls teeth.

Burchell’s Truvels.

. P . "
pinbit nf ol bivemteese 16 in ttnnaceibdo five him



Headline: Miscellany. African Rhinoceros;
Paper: The Farmers' Cabinet.; Date: 1824-03-20; Vol. 22; Iss: 27, Page: [1]; OpenURL

DThis entire product and/or portions thereof are copyrighted by NewsBank and/or the American Antiquarian Society. 2004.



mw
Tl iscelioanm,
AFRICAN RHINOCERQOS.
T'wo rhinoceroszs were shiot by-Sﬁpccfmxm

one ol the Hottenwts. ~ As the huntingof}

a rhinvcerus s attended with danger, he
certainly had some reason to be proud, when
he had in one day killed two of these fofimi-
dable animals, :

His account of the a
they camne to the place whore the Buslinen
expected to tund them, the awimals had
changed their ground ; but it wasnot long
before they discovered no fewer thau four,
feeding quictly on the bushes in another
part of the plain.  T'hey advanced towards
the creatures, at various distances, accord-
ing to cach man's courage, but Speelman
cume the tisst withiu shot, and wounded one
mortally:  The other people toming up,
fired till it had received geven balls, when
it fell dend,  Fle then went in pursuit of
the otber animals, which had fled over the
hills, and having dis¢oved onc in the middle
of the open pmin; approached lortunately
unperceived, aod brought it down witha
single ball: wvor did he fail with exultation
(o remnark, that he had oo that duy fired off
his gun but twice, and at cach lime had
killed a rhinoceros,

Yis was not the first rhinoceros which
Speehnan had shot in the course of his life;
and to prove his knowledge of these animals;
and to saveme the trouble of asking him
questions, he voluntarily communicated all
that he bad learnt by Lis own experience.
‘Their smell, said be, isso keen-and nice,
that they know, even at a great distauce,
whether any man be coming towards them;
and ¢othe Drst suspicion of this, tale to;
flight. Tlherefoie it s only by approaching |
thein from against the wind, or from the
iceward, that the huater can ever cxpect
to et within wusket shote Yet, in doingl
this, he must move silently and cautiously;
8o us nhot to mabic the least noise in the
bushes, as bLe passes through them; other-
wise their hearing is so exceedingly quick,
that they would instantly take alarm, and
move faF away io some more undisturbed
spot.  But the dungerous part of the busi-
ness is, that when they sometimes become
furiqus, and take it into their head 1o puisue
their encwy: aud then, i thuy vuce get
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flair was, that when{

this we found the Bevoud rhinacergs: at
whicli¥ Speelmdo, with a party of natives,
tiad arrived anbour earlive, o prevent its
bewag ¢ut up befure [ bad seen and examinea
it 1 iwmediately proceeded to make drass-
ings, both in peatand in profile.

The first view of this beast suggested the
Hidea of an enarmons bog, to which, bestdes
in-its general form, it bears some continued
rescuiblatice in the 8haje of itsskoll; and
smaliness of its eyes, and the proporiiopate
size o its eats; but in its shapeless cluasy
legs and feet, it more resembles the hippopo-
tamus and elephaont. Yt is, in fact, inmany
less obvious particulars closely allied to ail
these; and by later npaturalists, has been
el arranged in (he sauic class with them.

dts length over the  furehdad and nlong

the batle frem tile extremity of the nuse to

the insertion of the tail, was 11 feet und 2
inches of Euglish measure; but inadirecs
line, not more than nine feet theee iuches,

The tail, which at its extremity was flattev-

cL.l vertically, measured 20 inches: und tho
circugsference of the largest part of -the
budy, 8 feet 4 inchrs. On examming its
mouth, Lfound, agreeably to coiniiion apin-
ion, vo incizive or fore teeth in either jaw:
in the upper jaw on each side, wore five
large grinders and a smaller ove at the back:
but in tae luwer, there wero gix grinders
besides the small bacl teeth.

Burchell's Truavels,

pinbit Al elin bamtas 16 e tmancdibda tar him



T N L N AL L G e AR tIRL
to escape, unless bic pussess a degree of covl-
ness and presence of mind, which, in such a
euse, is not always to be found,  Yet, it he
will quietly wait till the eoraged animal
nfake a run at him, and will then spring
suddenly on one side to let it pass, he may
grain time enough for relgadiog bis gun, be-
‘ore the rhinuceros get sight of biun againg
which, fortunately, ltdogs slowly and with
diticulty. The knowledge of this tmper/fec-
tion of sight, which is vccasioned perhaps
by the excessive smallness of the aperture
of the eyu (iis greatest length being only
onc inel) in proportion to the bulle of the
animal, encourages the Lunter to advance
without taking wuch palos to couceal hiw-
self; and by attending to the usual precan-,
tions just mentioned, be nay safely approach
within musliet shiot.  T'his creature seems
to take as much pleasure in wallowing in
the mud, as the hog. Asfar as my own ex-
periecce enables me to spealr, I can attest
the correctness of Speelman’s remarks.

. "The present aniinal was a maleof a large
iixe, but being nearly entup when [ arrived,
I was unable to ascertain its particalar di-
tnensions,  INo hair whatever was to be seen
upon ity except at the edge of the ears, and
on the extremity of .the tail,  Our bullets
though cast with an adwmixtare of tin to
render e harder, were flattened, or bent:
out of shiape, by striking against the bonbs ;'
but those which were fonnd lodged in the,
flushy parts, liad preserved  theic proper
fortus: a fact which shows how little the
hardoess of this creature’s hide corvesponds)
with the vulgar opinoy, of its being impen-!
etrable toa muskat ball, Tt is however to,
be aduntted, that bullets of pure lead, fired)
from too great a distance or with too weak
a charge of powder, will sometimes fzil to
penclrute the skin and flattenct from the
animal’s side, should they happen to strike
oue of the thicker parts of the side, or where
a coating of wmud has dried fast upon it.
This skin, when dry and furmed into shiclds,
may possibly turn aball; asit is s:cn be-
come so much harder than when alive.  In
culling up this rbinoceros, my people found
one bullet more than they had fired: but
it appeared to have lainin the flesh a con-
siderable time.  This aninggd therciore had
probably formerly lived githin the Colony,
but having been hunted and wounded by the
boors, it had, though in vuin, sought refuge
beyond the boundary.

Oo eacli side of the carcass the Tolten-
tots had made a fire to warn themselves:
=nd ronnd a third fire, not fewer than 24
Bushmen were assembled, most of whom
were actively employed the whole night
long, in Lrolling, cating, and taxlkng. ]
watched them with astonishment; it scemed
that their appetite was insatiable ; for no
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of meat, than they turned to the earcass and
cut another, scarcely allowing themsclyes
any time for slevn.  Some of the wvalives
whom [ had seenat thedance, were among
the number of those whu assisted at ths
noclurnal feast. :

The meat of the rhinoceros was excellent,
and had much of the taste of beet’; and al-
though the tleshof this, which was anold
animal, was somewhat tough, perhaps on ac.
sount of bLeing justxiiied; yet that ot the
teinale, being rutter, proved cxceedini;ly
well tasted and wholesome.  The tongue
would have been pronounced a dainty treat,
cven by an epicure,

1 crossed the rocky hills on the west, and
descended into a dry exteosive plain thinly
cevered with Jovw bushes,  In (Le middle of



