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TIIE RIIINOCEROS.

IN common with the lion and the efephar:. the rhinoceros
frequents the vast deserts of Asia and Afiee  Its appearance
is entefly remarkable, from posses-ing one =i} conical hoin on
the nose, cometimes three fect in lengtht, and hom kaving the
skin di~posed ubout the neck in lirge plaits or fodd<. The body
of this animal 15 hiutle interior m size to the elertant. tut he is
much shorter in the lexs: his lensth, from the wuzle to the
tuil, 15 neariy twelve feet, and the girth abeut e ~ame meacure-
ment 5 and, trom the shortness of its legs, the bel'v nearly touch-

The penduious upper lip of tie thinoceros as- 1

es the ground.

8ists it ina creat measure to colicet it~ food.
The Indian rhinoceros, without beinsr fori

tractable und rude. It 1¢ subject to paroxy-i - of fuey, which

nothing can appease. It frequents moist =nd marshy eround,

is fond of wailowing in the mire, and seldom quits the banks of

It inhabits Benzal, Siam, Java, Surzara, Coxlon, and

many places ot Alrica. It does not seem a numerous species, '

and is less dilured than the clephant. The fem:le preduces

but one at a time.  The sense of smell in the rtancceros is said

to be exquisite, and huntets ate in consequence aiweys obliged

to keep to the windward of him.  They foliov brin unobserved,

ull be lies down to sleep, then steal elose to b, and discharge

their muskets in the lower part of his belly, where the skin is

soft,

strength and hard hmpenctrable hide, he s copable of rushing

through the thickets with resistless fury ; almest every ob-tacle

crs s very ine

rivers,

The rkinoceros can run with great switir v-~, and. trom his

is quickly overturned.

The first rhinocercs which wus bronght to England was in
HiEk  The next we have uny distinet account o: was imposted
{rom Beng:l.ubont the year 1783 Another was brousli tiom |
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Tur RUHINOCEROS. W

Atchaws, in the dominions of the King of Ava, and was exhib-
ited at Paris. Ile was exceedingly docile, and showed great
fondness for some of his attendants.  He was fed upon hay,
corn, and sharp prickly plants, of which he weas excessivery
fond.

Three of these animals have been rought to Briraln within
the Jast sixty years,  In 1780, one urrived in Frclud. about
five years oid, and was purchased by Mr Pideock of Exeter
Change, for seven hundred pounds. He was very mild, and
allowed bimself to be patted on the back by strangers,  Ile was
quite obedient to the orders of his keepers. and would move
through the apartment to exhibit himself.  His dailv aidowance
of food was twenty-cight pounds weight of clover, be-ides an
cqual ullowanee of hip biscuit, und a great quantity of zreens;
and he dravk five pails of water every twenty-four hours,  He
liked sweet wines, and was sometimes indulged witn o few
bottles. His voice resembled that of a calf, which bLe usually
exerted at the sight of fruit, or any favourite food. This animal
suffered much from a dislocation of the joint of one of his fore
legs, which induced inflammation.  He died nine months alter-
wards. It was remarkable with what fucility incisicns made in
this limb healed : in these openings, to endeavour to cti-ct u re-
covery, they were always found to be clo-ed up m twenty-four
hours,

The following particulars of a rhinoceros, exhibited at Ilxeter
Change, was obtained by the late Sir Everard Home, trom the
person who kept him for three years, when it died ; and pubiish-
ed in the * Philosophical Transaetions’ for 1822, It was <0
savage,” says he, © that about a month after it came. it en-
deavoured to kill the keeper, and nearly succecded. It ran at
him with the greatest impetuosity, but, fortunate'y, the horn
passed between his thizhs, and threw the keeper on it head
the horn came against & wooden partition, into wiich the ani-
il forced it to such a depth as to be unable for a ninute to
withdraw it, and, during this intcrval, the man cscaned.  Iis
sk, though apparently so bard, is only covered vath smail
scales, of the thickness of paper, with the appearance of t rtoise
shell; at the edges of these the skin itselt is exceedingly sen-
sinle, either to the bite of & fly or the lavh of & winp. By
this diseipiine, the keeper got the managrment of 1t and the
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ANECDOTLIS OF ANITTALS.

anim ] was brousht to know him: but freqently, (more cepie-
cially in the middle of the night.) fits of frenzy vame on: :.md.
while these lasted, nothing could control it~ rare, the rhino-
ceros runming with great swiftness round the dea. plaving all
kinds of antics, making hideous noizes, knocking overy thing to
pleces, disturbing tise whole neighbourtiood, and then, il ue
ouee, becoming quict.  While the fit was oun, even the keeper
Gurst not wake his spproach.  The wamal il upon its huee to
enable the horn to be borne upon any ehject. It was quick in
all its wotions, ate veraeiously all kinds of vocetables, appearing
to have no selection. They fed 1t on branches of willow. ‘Three
years' confinement made no alteration on its habies.”

The arricay or Two-orNep nHiNoceios differs materially
from the Tudian rhineceros in the aprecrunee ot his skin, which

is devoid of the larce tolds und wrinkles of that species, having
merely a sliht plut seross the shoulders. and sowe fuinter
wrinkles on the sides. being comparatively ~mooth, when oppos-
ed to tae [ndian species. Laving 1o hair on any part of it, except
at the edge ot the ears, and extreunty of the tail.  Mr Bur-
chell ascertained that musket badls, composed of lead and tin,
casily penetrated the skin of this <pecies, though they were
flattened by striking azninst the bones ; but heas ot opinion, that
halls of lvad alone, or, ir fired with a weak charge of powder,
might possibly be turned by the thickness of the hide. The
flexible upper hip in this animal, Hike that of the tormer species,
i of great use in colleeting its foud.

At tirst sicht, this animal has much the appearance of an en-
ormous hagz, which it resembles, not merely in its general form,
but also in the countour of the head, the smalluess of its eyes,
wnd size of its eats 5 but, in its clumsy and rudely formed feet,
Mr Bur-

chell measured an A tvican rhinocevos, which was eleven feet two

it is more allied to the hippopotamus and elenbant.

inches from the pomnt of the no<e to the insertion of the L,
tollowing the undulations, but, i a trait line, was only nine
teet three inches ; the tail, which was (rtened vertically at its
extremity, was twenty inchex: and the greatest girth of the
body wus eight feet four inches.  The orvans of smell, and
other senses in this speries strongly resumble that of (he Tndian
rhinoceros, and its habits are so nearly allied, that a repetition of

them 15 unnecessary.
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THE THPPOPOTAMNUS, 8]

Some years ago, a party of Europeans, with their native at-
tendants and elephants, met with 1 small herd of seven of ihem.
These were led by a larger and more powertul animed than the
rest.  When this Lirge leader charzed the hunters, the firer cle-
phants, in pluce of ustng their tu-ks as weapons, which they are
zererally in the practice of doing, viheeled round, and vcecived
tire blow of the rhinoceros’s horn on their hind qQuiter-; and,
<o powertul was the concussion, that it brought then instantly
to the ground, with tieir riders, and us soon as t oy could aut
on their feet again, the brute wis ready to repeat the attack,
and was certain to produce another fali ; and in this manner did
“he contest continue, until four of tie ceven were kilied, when
tie rest made good their retreat.

THEZ HI'TOrOTAMUS.

Tue hippopotamus is lurger than the rhinoceros, with a ca-
picious head und mouth, and 2 nde of two inches in thickness.
It iz an inbabitant of the countries borc ering on the larger vivers
of Afriea, and generally where the banks are muddy, It spends
toe grester part of its time under water, fecding on water plants
and roots, at the bottom of rivers. . It seidom quits the wager,
except during the night, in qriest of foud ; but whenever it hears
the siuzhtest noise, it betakes itselt to that c.ement, wud dives
instantly to the bottom ; and when it a-cends to the surfice to
breathe, the nostrils only are above the level ; bence, it is very
dittieult to kill it.

The bippopotamns is a gregarious animal, and used to be scen
inearly times in Tigypt. It is now reldom to be met with in
that country, its ranges sceming to be confined to Southern
Atrica. Burckharde says,— It is very common in Dongolu.
Itis u dreadful plague there, on account of its voracity, and the
want of means in the inhabitants to destroy it It often de-
scends the Nile as fur as Sulkot. In 1512, several of them
passed the Bakr el Iladjur and made their appearance at Wady
Halfa and Den, an occurrence unkunown to the oldest inhabitants,
Ore wus killed by an Arab with a mu-ket ball, over his right
eyc. The peasants nte the flesh; and the +kin und tee:h were




