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It 1% u source of great delight to the Kaflirs to finish
suceesstully a butfulo-huut, for they arve exceedingly
fond of the flesh. They make a great feast upon such
occasions with their retainers, wives, and friends. And
although ubstinent in the matter of drink, they may
be said almost to intoxicate themselves with the amonnt
of raw meat they swallow. It is worthy of notice that
in honour of their guests they cooked the steaks. Fire,
which has not vet appearcd in the shape of a tinder-
box, or patent lucifers, is vet not difficult to obtain, as
a light can always be procured by a due exercise of
patience and experience in wooderaft, by rubbing two
jagged pieces of Umsimbiti wood together for about
twenty minutes, when they will ignite, and a grand
roast iy the result,

All through this district you may see natives laden
with monkey skins, for they are one of the most
popular exercises of mative speculation. Travelling
from kraal to kraal in the hope of disposing of them,
the traders recommend their wares, and hundreds of
them are sold as clothing to form aprons. The animals
are of little value as monleys, because, both large and
small, they are so exceedingly numerous in the vicinity
of this river. T have without any extraordinary exer-
tion, and within a limited space of ground, killed as
many as twenty a day myself, which a IKaffir skinned
for me in an incredibly short time. Another com-
modity in which they deal, and which wre easily pro-
curable about these woods, are porcupine quills, in
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CHAPTER XIIT.

The [inzimkulu.—I live as a Kaffic.—Bathing. ~Haiv-dressing. —A
Miuriaga. -~ Misionaries.— Superstitions.— Burials.— A Trial.—
Witcheraft.—ICaffir Dactor.

My adventures up to this point must have appeared to
the reader extremely commonplace; and the constant
succession of mere traveller’s difficulties, and the
accounts of sport, which pictures only the realities of
a rough country, must have palled upon the appetite.
I come to a time when my acquaintance with Kaffir
life became far more intimate, and more interesting
than it had been.

Upon the banks of the Umzimkulu I took up my
quarters under an unwonted pressure of hospitality,
which T felt was not artificial, with a Kaffir chief who
had a large kraul and fine herds. Community of
tastes had something to do with the beginning of our
intimacy, no doubt; for I still had some few beasts
remaining, which had escaped the ravages of discase,
the dangers of travel, and the eye of the dealers,
which the “inkosi”’ was anxious to purchase. I let
him have them (and should have willingly parted
with move, for T was almost tived of commerce) at a
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