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History of Rhinoceroses in Japanese Zoos

Katsunori Sotani, Ueno Zoological Gardens
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Upon request of the JAZGA’s Executive Commitiee in 1972, the Ueno Zoo took the first step to esta-
,blish a studbook of rhinoceroses in Japan in urder to supply adequate information to the international
studbook keepers and Japanese Zoos. What follows is a short history of rhinocervses in Japan as of
lAugust 1973. ‘

ll Four species of rhinos have been introduced into Japan so far. The first specimen was a Sumatran
Rhino. sex unknown, which arrived at Tennoji Zoo in Osaka in June 192]. The second species, and also
the second specimen, was a Black Rhino which wus brought to Tokyvo by Hagenbeck in the spring of
1933. This animal left Japan with the circus, since no Japanese Zoo was able to purchase it. The first
;‘)ost-war rhino was a black male. He arrived at Ueno Zoo in Tokyo on 28 July [952. The third species
ils the Indian Rhino. On 10 November 1958 a male arrived at Tama Zoo in Tokyou. A young pair of the
\I\'hile Rhino, which arrived at Ueno from South Africa on 5 August 1966, made the country’s fourth
species.  One species, the Blick have successfully bred up to date in Japunese zoos.

| As of August 1973, at least 40 rhinos have been imported to Japan, | Sumatran, 2 Indian, 4 white and
35 or more Black. At present, 22 rhinus are exhibited in Japanese zoos. They are 2 Indian, 4 white in 2

zoos and }6 Black in 8 zoos.
o
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