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orants on a tree in the Chobe River,
{Photo : Bruce Little

Johanueshurg one travels to Bulawavo and then on to Livingstone.
En route one can pass through Wankie Reserve. From Livingstone
there is a good sound road to Kazungula. A punt takes vou across
the Zambesi and it is approximately 135 miles to Kosane where the
recently erccted Chobe River Hotel is situated. One can stay in the
Hote! itselfl in a bungalow, or camp in the allotted area near the
hotel. .\ new road follows the river and every now and again there
are tracks down onto the flood plains. All the game can casily be
seen trom this new road during the winter scasen. It is well worth
the visit especially as one sces the Victoria Falls en route,

Visitors should be sure not to muss the alternoon scence from the
bar-terrace of the hotel. There one can peacefully watch the later
alternoon wild life. In the distance are the lechwe slowly fading as
their ~urroundings assume the reddish glow of the West.

African Folklore
SUPFERSTITIONS ABOUT GROUND HORNBILLS

HERE arc many superstitions associated with ground hornbills,

especially to do with ceremonies in relation o rain-making. For
instance, certain tribes use the hornbill to induce rain to fall.
Because it does not fear thunder, they sayv, they kill one and throw
it into a pool, believing that this causes heaven to become “soft”
and to “wail” frain a funeral watl. Others consider that the horn-
bill iv such a divty bird that there will be copious rain to wash
away the pollution following the throwing of the bird into the
water. If many ground hornbills boom in the open, say other
Natives, it lovetells vain, They also believe that anvone who strikes
one of these birds will die; and if one alights on a hut, it 15 an evil
omen; a witchdoctor is consulted at once.
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The Importation of Eight Square-
Lipped Rhinoceros
(Ceratotherium simunt)
to Southern Rhodesia

. B. CONDY, Veterinary Research Laboratory and
o DAV]3I§C)IN, Department  of National Parks, Salisbury, Southern
" Rhodesia.

i Square-Lipped Rhinoceros, the largest land m.am{?:.a'l mr‘lhc

world after the clephant, was to be found in Central / I{C[a rom
the earliest times. A pre-historic rock painting n ti?c‘ ..at]?rpo:
National Park is almost ccrtamlyk oltl" a white rhinoceros, judging
g he length and shape of its skull. -
flosrrél;us (18%1, 1803), LI:: Roux (1925). Coryndon (1<894 ) Nx;l}:olllls
‘18g2) and others, record that white rhmoccrcg x’vclnc clonll)x:l\t 1 | n[i
to 1890 in Matabelcland, L\Iasl.lon'flland'and saza anF, but from
that date there was a rapid decline n their popu]nllo‘n .m.({ )E’ -l}'en
only a few stragglers remained. There is no accurate record oi

was shot. ) _

‘hclrllas‘gxggflst, 1962 cight white rhi|‘10(':cr05 were ’1m¥<f)u‘telcl l:!(l)lt‘({
Southern Rhodesia from the Umfolosi Game Reserve, d at\a{. : v
of these animals (1 maleand 3 females) were released in t v:l_ él.()lp:;
National Park, and four (2 male and 2 females) were releasee 11
the Kvle Dam Game Reserve. This importation of a II}IC la.mmﬁi
to an environment where it had occurred previously 1s an »“'\1[-0[1 12
event in the annals of wild life conscrvaur)n‘.and as it Cl';t.dvl‘(([h{.
| .200-mile journey overland, the longest land journey to. w nilth:
alﬁccics has ever been subjccltcd. ;\ rcp()ll't on the journey an v

e anime ‘haved is worthy of record. )
[l“:rzl‘lr::ml]iisult);h(z:lh;scn from Umfolqﬂ to Rhodesia was dl.]‘{I l_l“:,rt.
originally planned. Due to heavy rains and the bad_cox;;gim;nd
all Zululand roads, it was necc;ssa’i‘w;lll(:: i{ccp to main 1 -

ils of the journey arc given i table L. ) o

dcgzlxl:)ture '.J\nd p):‘e-journey treatment. T!.\c arl‘mtal\hn\i\(c:lz
caught by the staft of Umfolosi Game Reserve us_.mg t \c:_ lcc' “vlm_
described by Hlarthoorn (1962). A prqggglc syringe \\dl'[,l/ ‘;t};i;;;z-
dard immobilising dose of 3 grammcs “Ihc.malond, (diethy -
butene), 100 milligrams Hyoscine hydrobromide anu 14 C;i:
gactil’” was used (Chlorpromazine hydrochloride} on a animals. e
” "I'he white rhinoccros appears to be a very much more sensitive,
and probably a morc intclligent creaturc than thc- b!ac{): rfhl-noiic:yoibli
After capture a great deal of persuasion 1s necessary cfore o
eat either teff hay or lucerne in the pens, and it is often neccT "
for n human to remain with 1t cons}autly for the first ?],-,;'c[?}l.];
Some will only cat when offered hay in the hand, ;mdl if Ll:::m\) \(\"ill
dant stops talking to the animals and moves away, the ! :
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A rock painting in the Matopos National Parl.

stop eating. Some will not eat hay for several days, and to ensure
their not starving, a gruel consisting of maize meal, glucose, con-
den<ed milk, molasses, salt and sugar has been devised by staff of
the Umifolosi Gaine Reserve. Most of these ternperamental animals
take readily to this gruel. and within a few days are cating hay.

The reluctance on the part of most white rhinoceros to take
readily to pen feeding is very noticeable, compared with the
experiences gained on lLake Kariba with black rhinoceros. The
latter have been known to cat lucerne hay within six hours of

being captured, and no cases have occurred of the animals refusing
food for more than 12 hours.

From previous experiences, in stocking other game parks and
rescrves in the Republic of South Africa, it has been found that
white rhinoceros, if captured. moved immediately to their new
enwvironment and when released, settled down to grazing natural
pastures without any trouble., The long journey to Rhodesia,
however, necessitated transporting only animals which had been
accustomed o pen feeding. T'his is essential if they are to be crated
for anv length of time.

For at Jeast a week before the jowrney commenced. all the rhino-
ceros had been fed and watered in their crates which were tied to
the entrance of the pens. They became quite accustomed 1o enter-
ing and cven sleeping in these crates. At least twenty-four hours
before leaving Umfolosi, cach rhinoceros had been confined to its
respective crate, and the crates were finally loaded so that the
animals” heads faced the rear end of the vehicle.
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Method of Travel. Lleven vehicles comprised the coxl\'oy'.ll::ailh
woceros was carried on a five-ton diescl truck; anil tllncc ,ﬁp ;
Fre ' i . . . . iy
.R‘m'('rs cquipped with two-way radio, transported the statl o
ceterinary Ssurgeon, game rangers and mechanic. 1 N
The rhinoceros were transported in stout wooc C]l'\ﬂ‘c{il)[“ re
inforced by metal bands. These crates were of two (]l cx[}x [(Sosi
terns. The most recent and best clcslgnd used by tllcﬂld n'll‘hcsc
; serve staff was a crate with three doors at each end.
Game Rescrve staff was a , nd ¢
c:nmpriwd. in addition to the common l)'pcl of]sml)lc (‘”1(‘”{}]:}“;),?1]5
) ( i i ave access to the bottom o }crate.
oo one foot high which gave _ pottom of :
('l‘? cough this, teeding. watering and cleaning were carvied out with
Slroug ¢
- 1 . . N ‘
Canvas sails were sccured over the entire front and llm]ff_)l [[11’(-
top ;)f the crates. an opening of 42 in. by 30 in. over cach animal's
ing cn ‘at all times.
heud bClnlL.‘, e ke 1llm(1)‘t:" the journey a careful watch was
From the commencernent o : '
kept on all animals. After having travelled the fist g({nlllgslrslci)::rc
were noticed to be lying down, and some were standing and eating,
obviously quite at ease. ) . N )
\t \-a?fious times of both day and night the amr.'nlalls -“re;l?)??r
served while the trucks were in motion. At no time did t lccyl‘.nl 1 ;1(1
) .. - . . o
.- tess, and various individuals were often to be scen standing a
cating, even at midday. o '
\(l?‘quatc ventilation of the crates was ensured all thctiol:r::{
and during the hard frost in l’ictcrmarltzh’urtlg, tlc|lc open p:)rcovcred
‘ ‘hi ‘as no
) ¢ ‘er each rhinoceros’s head was
the top of the crate over each , ] | was not coverec
ayg ¢ tarpaulin of one crate was rc
over. At onc stage the tarpa > : ol o
1 ¥ end near the
: top of the crate at the ! :
to leave an opening on the at the ¢
cab of the truck. There appeared to be no advantage in d?l.ng th:,
as dust particles were noticed to be almost stationary in this ope
oy AR . - h : X
21r while the vehicle was in moton. l N
] N ~ g o . . “ "1 ~ -'
Feeding. Several bales of tell hay were cmnf.d on ‘:"}CI"(\I\.nnOl
Due to soiling of much of the fodder during the journey it wa

The convoy halts en route.
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possible to obtain accurate records of the total fodder consumed
by cach animal cach day. On two occasions en route extra fodder”
was bought from local [armers.

During daylight travel the convoy stopped at least once per day
for refuelling and other business. At all stops, an attendant saw
that there was fodder available to the animals. By this time indi-
vidual preferences were known, some only ate teft hay whereas
some ate tefl and lucerne hay.

Table 11 shows recards of feeding habits of two males and two
~aales, while the trucks were actually in motion. It will be scen
that three ate both during morning and afternoon travel, while
one, Ngazana, never ate while the trucks were in motion in day
time. He was seen, once, at 8.30 p.m. on the 3rd day of travel, to
be cating oat hay while lving down.

Watering was carrvied out in plastic baths, and although they
were given access to water both morning and evening, it was
observed that most animals drank morc in the evening, some not
consuming any watcr in the morning. Onc animal, Mashayazonke,
had taken an intensc dislike to the plastic bath, and would only
drink water off the floor of its crate.

Weather conditions varied from a frost during the first night
at Pictermaritzburg. to very warm weather while crossing the
Northern Transvaal. During the night of frost, it appeared from
observations on the respirations and gencral behaviour that at
no titne werc the animals distressed. No rain occurred during the
journcy, and the change in altitude from sea level to 5:6,000 ft.
appeared to have no effect on the animals.

Veterinary Treatments. Tranquilisation was carcfully con-
ddered. T'wo animals. Mashayazonke and Chianna, were nervous
and had fought their pens, the former breaking oft her anterior
horn. The two were therefore given 300 mgms. cach of Chlorpro-
mazine an howr belore the journey commenced. As they appeared
settled later in the day, no further tranquilisers were administered.
[t was decided to interfere with nature as little as possible, and
only introduce treatment when necessary. All the remaining six
animals appeared at ease throughout the journey and no further
tranquilisation was necessary.

Nyoni and Mashayazonke both had large suppurating lesions
due to a previous infection on the skin, Both had courses of Peni-
cillin before the journey. Nyoni was therefore given 2.5 gms. oxy-
tetracycline daily for the first two days of travel, and Mashaya-
zonke was given the same treatment during the last 1wo days ol
travel. Their skin lesions were dressed wwice daily. with a Sul-
phanilamidc-iodoform powder.

The scrum of one female (the only animal from which it was
possible to obtain serwm) was subjected to the routine agglutination
test for Brucellosis, and found to be negative. Recently two black
rhinoceros from Lake Kariba have shown positive reactions to this
test.
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Nyoni eating contentedly in her crate.

On arriving at the Kyle Game Reserve the four rhinoceros had
abrasions on the hocks which were treated with wound dressing
powder. These abrasions were apparently due 1o shortage of
bedding.

Examination of the facces of all animals revealed moderate to
heavy infestations of nematodes. Bot fly larvae of the genus
Gyrostigma are known to occur in White Rhinoceros at Umfolosi.
As these eight rhinoceros being imported to Rhodesia ware to be
released in an area where vhino (and their parasites, had not
occurred for many years, an opportunity arose o Uy o reduce
their parasite burden 10 beloy the critical level necessary for their
survival, Accordingly they were all dosed with an anthelmintic
very successlully, the detailed results of which are being published
elsewhere,

All eight animals received Looo units of vitaunin 13
being released,

The Umiolosi Game Reserve and surcounding country had been
a ‘Trypancsomiasis area up o 1930, As all the cight rhinoceros
concerned were under four vears old it was considered unnecessary
o use a wypanocidal drug.

Release. After having been in their crates for cight davs, jowr-
ney's end arrvived on 3rd September. The trucks carrving the crates
were reversed into pits at the entrance to the pens. and after
securing the erales 1o these entrances, the sores and abrasions on
all animals were treated hefore release,

The reactions of most of 1he animals was o cuter the pens atter
a preliminary snill. Umfaan, however, refused 1o leave his crate
lor nine hours afier the door was removed.,

18
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i ‘ ival i © were treated
s after arrival in Rhodesia they
At varving times after a desia . <, freated
ith an anthelmintic, and on 215t September the fptllx at l{“ﬁ-gn; th}?:ir
\\»"uimml Park were the first group to be 1Imally re ccal:s:chmc thelt
ens i e of 250 acres in the 2,000-a 2
s into an enclosure of 23 -2 ;ame Park
etion ‘ithi hour of release they were grazing the
ion. Within an hour of rel se they were g g the natur
Scflcstturcc They established their “territory™, which \l\ as ‘L;f[!dl milz
"1.'1ll enc of their own choice, not extending more t mln (cf]‘ s
;’n ;n the pens, and renuned daily to lhcl {)(:ns to :'(L( Onu(mpt( v
ey - oy A - ' ‘ ) ) N
' oping i ace every night. They made no a
toping in the same place every night hey made o atempt to
. der until the first rains brought on a fush of : [?, 55, When
:h\ happened they explored the whole area of the fenced gz
‘m,\l{).tllc Kyle Dam Game Reserve an unusually dense zu}d dlry xﬁr::l(?
A ‘ K ig stit ¢ hazar
ol natural pasture, in places four foot hlghi cq?‘?ututqd‘)a ;L,cho,; :ng
) n, i ©rainy seas ay
i anger > lives of all animals. The ra ‘
‘hich endangered the ln.cs - The rainy seas s
:’:(ljl fau off 50 the four rhinoceros were retained in thei pens ut
first rains fell. N - o
lheConclusion. From the success of Operation \\.1}1&:. I{SZ::]’]IJIC
Soaithern Rhodesia, it must be concluded that, wnltl 103““;10“
o . ' .. o . g AT pL ()nl"' sts S
¢ als can be transported over very it
e, these animals can A over v  disiances
b dand. Apart from supplying ample bedding to plct\lcnrtn;t}md
A [z C A . . s ‘ i .
sions, it is dillicult to recommend any improvements on the
of crating i -atering -ansport.
of crating, feeding, watering anrd. -[ll 'zn;siloh evel of internal para-
o vt ilppal‘em.ly t?llclixy 11;?111‘11 habitat at Umiolosi,
its ‘hite rhi 08 in g al ha ,
sitism of white rhinoceros in b a miolost,
it would be a wise precaution to treat all rhinoceros tha

» i case ily engaged
The first two white rhinoceros to .bc released busily gag
cating near their pens.
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captured in this reserve, against internal and external parasites,
beforc they are removed to other areas.

The white rhinoceros was to be found in most arcas of Southern
Rhodesia during the last century, and was cven very common in
some parts up till 18go. There is no reason to believe that they will
not do very well in the two game parks where the cight were
released in Septernber 1962.
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TABLE Il

FEEDING HABITS OF FOUR RHINOCEROS WHILE VEHICLES WERE .

IN MOTION

TABLE I
DETAILS OF THE JOURNEY
Night Stops Arrival Departure
Umilolosi — o800 hrs.
30.8.62
Pietermaritzburg 2030 hrs. 0goo hrs.
30.8.62 31.8.02
Fort Mistake 1730 hrs. 0700 hrs,
31.8.62 1.9.62
Marble Hall 2000 hrs, 0700 hrs.
1.9.62 2.9.62
West Nicholson 2200 hrs.
0700 hrs.
Lion and Elephant Motel 2100 hrs. 3.9.62
2.9.62
Fort Victoria
1200 hrs. -
Matopos 3.9.H2
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1.9.62 2.9.62 3.9.62
a.m. p.m. a.m. p.n]- a.m. p.m.
’ - -+ + +
Babs .. . hs t
Ngoloti — + + + -+
Nguzana .. —_ — — —
i — L + t
Nyvoni —
T 4 = fodder consumed
— = no fodder consumed.
TABLE III
Heizht Ax'l‘mrior
A X. Weirht at orn
Rhinoceras Sex ! l:::‘ in 1. mli"\‘ws inmﬂ Ear Tag
inches
v T oy o _E() 10. Green and
Umifaan M 3h vrs. 1gbo 5 Grcen aech
¢ars.
3 2 T | Green in
Mabaleni ¥ 3} yrs, 1820 56.3 10 3 ]cﬁ_( e
oy 3 yrs. N 2 2 Orange in
Chianna 18 3 yrs. 1680 46 i i gﬂr.
el | gy v | s 7 7 2 Orange in
NMashayazonke F 3 VTS, 1800 54 9.75 o %ar
2 Bluc in
left ear.

: 7 S| 3hers 2200 12.5 3 Yellow in
Babs : 3y i right ear.
Ngazana hY 2} vrs. 1526 19 7% -

Nyoni M 14 yrs. 2211 12

(goloti BT 136 7 8.75 |2 Yellow in

Ngolot I 2} yrs. 1736 47 75 Yellow

compLETE set of cAfrican Wild Life from Volume 1 to Volume
X V11 inclusive, all bound in green rexine, has been purchased
by the Socicty and is available to the first applicant at a total c.ost
of R120.00. In view of the value of the set {from both an mtglcst'
and Africana viewpoint, it will only be disposed of in its entirety

and not pi('('cmcnl.
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