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144 " TRAVELS IK TAE

come into the village. Here I first asked for meal,
which was immediately given me, and then inquired
for the mans, upon which the cery man I spoke to said
he was the mau. 1asked bim for hespitality, to which
he replied,  This you have.” I then asked his per-
mission to pass the night in the village. * If vou are
not » Christan,” was his answer. “ ] am an Arab”
replied L. % Why are you come here 2 he agzin ir-
quired, “You want 1o steal shaves.” ¢« That do I
not,” said L. % All I wish is, to travel this
place to my native home.” “ How far is t?¥"—% |
must-travel four moons longer toward the east.”—
 If you are not a Christain,” repeated be, * you may
sleep in my hut, where no one shall disturb you: at

t sit down here.” 1 sat down before the hut,
and he cnatinued narrowly observing me fora while ;
til]atlengthbetskcdmevhuta:;gbovlhdkamt
the Lnguage of the country; to which I answered,
that I had hived three mouths with a king, by whom
1 had been very kindly treated.

Till midnight people ame to see me through cun-
osity, and handled angd questioned me, butalways so
as not to give me cause to be . I slept in the
back part of the hut very quie* ; io the moraing,
when I was setting off, some meal was again present-
ed to me ; and the man: advised me to keep more to
the eastward, as I should otherwise, by travelling
northward, be seized, in the great forest through
which I must then pass, and most y very ill-
treated, by the Angolans, who infest those parts.
However, I continuedfaithful to my plan, by travel-
ling directly north ; and having passed very near a So-
vian village, reached the wood, which is half a day’s
journey long, forming a crescent from north-east to
south-west, and io a part where it is intersected by a
small river, constitutes the boundary between the So-
vians and the kingdom of Angola. This small niver
I reached toward cvening, quite exhausted, and ex-

AN




INTERIOR OF AFRICA, 14

tremely thirsty. I thercfore lay down oa the bank,
refreshed mvsdfwtth excellent water, andremmcd
beside it all might.

On the 23tk October, in the moaning, 1 quitted
the wood and came to a finc plain, where | found
very Sne and high rushes. At noon, beside a small
wood, I suddenly fell 1n with ten men from Matam-
ba, who traded msak. They came up  me with
civility and kindness, bat asked me many questions,
which, as far as I could understand, regasded the ot
ject of my journev. These I answered as well as |
could, and they seem:d to understand me ; for they

asked no more, but endeavored to persuade me to ¢
join them. From this I excused myself, as they ¥
wcrem\-elhngmoretodtetes*nrdd\xnthenonh- .
ward, and took leave of them, after they had given) %

me some meal and water, in froat of the village of X
(tﬂlt\‘. >

This is the first village in the kingdom of Avgoh *

Proper, and 1s very populous. Having eatered i, 1
enquired for the man:™s hut. to ask his protection.
He was 2 rough, austere man, and turned m2 awayx:
three piiders, however, made him mare civil; he
gave me milk; meal, and dried pears, and sho-red
e to 3 resting place among the sheep and goats, in
the it appropaiated for their rrcqmon.

The tingdom of Angola extends fourteen days
jourrey from cast to west, aid ten from north to
eouth. ‘The face of the country is alternately varied
with mountains, bare rocks, fertile vales, and the
finest pastures, which cffer the inhabitsnts com-
petency and superfluity, were they not too hzv
enjoy the blessings nature bestows, caring for their
dzily sustenance alone.  The country is mtersected
by many small rivers, besides the great river Bambe,
v‘uch forms the northern boundary between this

xingdom and that of Congo, and the waters with its

numercus branches the adjacent countries. To th.:

cast Angols is beunded by the kingdom of Matam.
N
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ba, tothe south by Rengueln and Sova, and to the
west by the sea.

This countiv produces saltpetre, silver, tin, and
a great quanuiy cf vory, all which the Portuguese
endeaver to purchase, as also a great quantity of
skins ol ail sorts. It is one of the richest countries
in beasts of all kinds, and afferds its inhabitants the
means of subsistvace without much labor.  Of the
vlephant and rhinoceros 1t scems, as it were, the
naswve home, for they are met with in large herds ;
but the brecumg of cattle is notin repute, the flesh
of wild beasts being generally caten.

. The Kings of Angola were formerly subject to the
sovervigns of Congo ; but the present king separated
‘rom tham, assertod his hiberty, and thus obtained
the love and veneraticn of his subjects, insomuch
that women and children take the field whenever war
1s deciared against him.  He has also a court, con-
sisting of twenty-four manus, hfty priests, and two
hundred and ﬁlt\' soldiers, armed with muskets,
which thiey use with great dexterity, and which were

t2ken ia a sudden atiack made on the PcrtuguesL n
1783. Each aty is superintended by two masus, and
cvery village L\ one ; .\ho, howeve er, cannot judge
LNy causc, Lut must make a report to the king, and
veceive his decision. At this time the king was about
thirty-six years old, wore leng blue brecches and a
ved cloak, made of bad materials. He is an enemy
w tie Fortuguese, and to all christians ; he there-
fore resurains their liberty of trading in his territorics,
\..d s:cms only waiting a proper opportunity cntirely
i prehibit their entering his domintons.

The military force consists of filty thousand well-
diseiplined mizntry ; but there 1s no cavalry, owing
tc the scarciyy of lorscs their increase bemg pre-
vented by the gicat number of wild beasts. Buffaloes
are uscd for military operations, and to carry the
taginge. )

'1 ie king generaliy gives audience in the open air,
curvonnd \‘1 lv his ‘cd\ guard, and efficers holding
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In this place it may be proper to fay fomething
concerning the nation, defcribed to be fo favage, I
was now vifiting. The wa&t of country inha-
bited by them is divided into three parts; and,
though mountaniousy is yet very fruitful. Their
minerals are copper, lead, tin, and a fmall matter
of gold-duft. The foil produces pulfe, turkifh corn,
millet, gourds, the fugar-cane and tobacco.. Here is
alfo made a very tolerable palm-wine, and an excel-
lent liquor from the exprefled juice of plumbs.
The profits arifing {from cotton are at prefent but
trifling, as from the perpetual wars with the neigh-
bouring.nations the culture of it is much diminifhed
and impeded: thus, for inftance, in 1789, the fine
foreft near the city Alimthangoy, or Angoy, hx
miles long, and nearly as broad, which ufed to pro-
duce great quantities of cotton, was entirely burnts
Animals, both wild and tame, are found in great
abundance ; as elephants, highly prized for their
ivory, rhinoceros, lions, tigers, and wolves, in the
fkins whereof a great trade is carried on to Malem-
ba, the emporium of commerce in this country, and
there fold to the Europeans; particularly the Dutch.
Befides thefe, here are buffalos, oxen, peacocks,
oftriches, red and blue ftriped rock-doves of extra-
ordinary fize, pheafants, &c. The hares of this
country, which are called mazato, are as large as
the Weft-Indian filk hares, but their fur, as well as
the wool of the fheep, which refemble our hounds,
is entirely ufelefs. The greatlake above the town
of the Malcmba yields excellent filh.—The three
divifions of the country are : The upper part, bors
dering on the fea, belongs to the Portugucze. 2.
The middle region, inhabited by the Malembanefe
themfelves, who dwell in the heart of the country,
and on the ealtern fide are comtiguous to the por-
tugueze faltories. 5. The third, or lower part,
is the kingdom of Cacongo. Both thefe nations,
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