IN THE ZOO

ot Photographs By SAM DUNTON

The African Plains exhibit has never looked better than it does this spring
herd of NYALAS, a voung Zcbra and two voung Ostriches in addition w0
birds of previous years. There are 18 birds in the exhibit at present. Here
just been released from the shelter house and is making its lively entn
a spectacle that never fails to delight visitors, who gather each morning t
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All winter long, Little Joe, the AFRICAN BLACK
RHINOCEROS, was locked up inside the stcam-heated
Elephant House. His compartment is comfortably large
with plenty of room for exercise, but nothing takes the
place of fresh air ond spring sunshine. When he was
allowed out of doors for the first time in late April, Little
Joe celebrated his release by racing from one end of his
corral to the other, snorting and whirling and digging
up the carth with his horn. Here. on his first day out,
he is just starting a wild dash to the end of his corral.
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“The Sea Around Us”

Tm: NOTABLE success of Rachel Carson’s book, of the above
title, was no accident. As will be recalled, it was.at the top
of the best-scller list in this country month after month, and
travelled throughout the world, being published in twenty-four
foreign languages. Incidentally, our Society was privileged to
present our Gold Medal to Miss Carson four years ago in
recognition of her accomplishment in interpreting the life of
the oceans. The fascination that people found in reading her
book represents just one more proof of the profound interest
people everywhere have in the life and mysteries of the sea.

We think back, too, upon the potent magnetism of the old
Aquarium at the Battery which, antiquated as it was, drew
more than two million visitors a year. With these thoughts in
mind we confidently expect that the new Aquarium will
meet with widespread public interest and acclaim. After long
vears of planning, the first unit of this great new institution is
about to come into existence. Construction is now completed
and forthcoming months will be ones of great activity preparing
the “show” for public opening in the Spring of next year.

It must be realized that this first unit represents but the first
portion of an institution which one day we must bring to reality.
Our hope is that this first element of the ultimate futere Ageoy
ium will prove so successful that it will attract the funds re-
quired to complete the entire project.

The plans envisage an institution of incomparable beauty and
scope. The Bronx Zoo, which our Society has so successfully
managed and developed, brings to millions of people an oppor-
tunity to view and study rich and varied collections of animals
living on the land. Now we must complete the circle of our
purposes and destinv and bring to the public the opportunity
of enjoying and learning about the living creatures of the “world
of waters.”
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