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Brack RHINOCEROS

The five types of rhinos have much
smaller ranges than they had in the past—and
the number of rhinos living in the ranges is much
smaller. Black rhinos were once found through-
out eastern and southern Africa. But they now
live in several dozen small areas. The ranges of
White, Indian, Javan and Sumatran rhinos are
so tiny that you may have trouble finding them
on the map.

Diceros bicornis

WHITE RHINOCEROS
Ceratotherium simum

h § E
EY same number of'horns,

» % Javan females don't
. have any horns at ali.

It's easy to tell one type
of rhino from another,
Just look at the shapes
of their heads and homs.
Notice that three spe-
cles have two horns,
while the others have
®only one horn. Males

and females jhave ithe

except Javan rhinos.
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T INDIAN RHINOCEROS
Rhinoceros unicornis

Javan RHINOCEROS
Rhinoceros sondaicus

SuMATRAN RHINOCEROS
Dicerorhinus sumatrensis
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Rhinos are built for power. a
great deal of their enormous weight is solid
muscle. There are very strong muscles to
drive the legs and exceptionally large muscles
on the back to move the large head. (Can you
find these muscles?)

Beneath the muscles, a rhino has thick
bones. The leg bones are particularly thick
because they must carry the animal’s weight.
As you might expect, the skull of a rhino is
huge and heavily built. And it has lots of big
teeth for crushing its food.

People often think of rhinos as *‘living
tanks' that have armor-plated skin.
Indian and Javan Rhlnos look especial-
ly llke tanks. Their skin seems to be
divided Into plates, and the bumps on
the skin look llke rivets.

The skin of rhinos is
very thick, but not
nearly as strong as
armor plate. It can
be scratched rather
eastly—and most
rhinos have scars on
their hides to prove
It. The ‘‘joints’ In
the surface are real-
ly just folds In the
skin @

It might surprise you to learn that horses and

rhinos are very closely related to each other. ST
Like horses, rhinos walk and run on thelr toes '
—and they can run very fast. Even the biggest
rhinos may reach a speed of 35 miles per hour
(56 kllometers). This s as fast as most horses
can run, although a horse can keep running at
this speed much longer than a rhino can.

Inside thelr hooves, rhlnosve three toes,

A soft pad under the toes cushlons the
foot and helps to carry the tremendous
welght of the animal.




Rhino horns are different
from the horns of all other
animals, Other horns have a
hard layer of keratin on the
outside (the same material
that your fingernails are
made of). And there is a soft-
er, spongy core Inside. Rhino
horns are hard all the way
through. And they are made
of thousands of tiny strands
of keratin, packed tightly to-
] gether.

The horns of rhinos have
two main uses. Rhinos use
them to plow up the ground
when they are looking for
mineral salts to eat. And of
course, they are used as
weapons when rhinos fight.

' A rhino’'s horn is rather loosely
attached to its head. As a result, if

| the horn hits something really hard,

"1 it may get knocked off. If this hap- ‘-:\
pens, the rhino can grow another <
horn. N

There Is a large bump on
the front of a rhino's skull
that helps to anchor the
horn to the head.

Most of the time, male rhinos use
i only a small part of their tremen-
dous strength. They usually reserve
‘ the full power of their muscles for
! fights with other males. These fights
| can be long and bloody. The animals
! may fight until one of them runs
! away—or until one is too badly in-
g jured to go on. When male and fe-
M male rhinos are courting, they also

fight with each other a great deal.



WooLy RHINOCEROS

In the past, there were many more kinds
of rhinos than there are today. Instead of just
five species, there were hundreds of species. As
you can see, some of the ancient rhinos looked
like today’s rhinos, and some of them did not.
The first rhinos lived about 60 million years
ago. They were very small and looked like the
ancestors of horses. They did not have horns,
and many rhinos that came after them did not
have horns, either. Some ancient rhinos had
much longer legs that today’s rhinos, and some
had much shorter legs. Can you find some other
differences between ancient and modern rhinos?

The largest land mammal that ever lived was part
of the rhino famlly. It was about 18 feet tall at the
shoulder (5.5 meters) and 28 feet long (8.5 meters)
—roughly the size of two school buses! This giant
is called Indricotherlum (In-DRlK-o-theer-ee-um).J
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MARsH RHINOCEROS
Metamynodon

Coelodonta

G1ANT GIRAFFE-RHINOCEROS
Indricotherium
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The first rhinos lived in - RS
North America: Over the . =L RS
course of time, some /“ UL
types of anclent rhinos ' S
migrated to Asia. All ‘ : e
llving rhinos are de- : :
scended from these o - o
animals. The last rhinos ai
) in North America be- :
came extinct about 5 - A;lnone"tlrze or anotl;ell-; ancl‘el:t -
million years ago. rhinos lived on many of the world's
. continents (the green areas on the
map). As far as we know, there have
- e never been rhinos Iin S8outh Ameri-
_ ca, Australia, or Antarctica.
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Black rhinos are browsers. They prefer to eat
bushes and trees instead of grass. To do this,
a Black rhino has a prehensile (pre-HEN-sill)
lip that works like a large finger. The lip grabs
twigs and shoves them into the mouth, so the
teeth can bite them off. When their favorite
foods are hard to find, Black rhinos may eat
grass—and the ‘‘finger’ Is used to rlp up
clumps of grass(as shown at left).

Black rhinos live on the plains of Africa, where
they do the same kinds of things that all rhinos do.
They spend the hottest hours of every day sleeping, and
most of the remaining time eating huge quantities of
food.

These animals are famous for their bad tempers.
Black rhinos don’t seem to like anything or anybody —
including other Black rhinos. Sometimes, 2 or 3 of them
may live together. But most of the time each Black
rhino lives by itself, and seems to prefer it that way.

Black rhinos are also famous for their terrible eye-
sight. They may be the most nearsighted animals in
Africa. At a distance of only 15 feet, they don't seem
able to tell a man from a tree.

SEE FOR YOURSELF
how a Black rhino
sees the world. First,
look at something

Some scientists believe
that rhinos have such
poor eyesight because
their ancestors lived in
dense forests. In such
places, the thick cover
of plants prevents ani-
mals from seelng very
far in any directlon—so
good eyesight Isn't
really necessary.

across the room with
your eyes open

Now, squint your
eyes until they are
almost closed
How would you like
to walk around In the
wilds of Africa with
eyesight like this?
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‘he common names of African rhinos are not
ally accurate. Black rhinos are not black. And
<hlte rhinos are not white. The skin on both
species Iis actually a dull gray. However, since
rhinos like to take mud baths and dust baths,
they often take on the color of the ground
where they live. For this reason, they may look
red, or brown, or purple—or a lot of other colors.

The,pad temper ofa rhlno and itsu~ Ny,
“ bad eye:lght may be cénnected. 7.
Until a rhino is almost on top of
somethlng, It can't really tell if
" that something is" friendly or
_ “not. 8o rhinos may charge every-
thing just to be on,the safe side.
" Many times, rhlnos have been
" seen charging at ’tpléees and large_
rocks, trying to scare them away!
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You may think that rhinos don’t look very tender. But rhino
mothers are among the best in the animal world. They may
keep their young with them for years. And during that time,
they teach the young everything they will need to know to
survive on their own. Usually, the young don’t leave their
mothers until the mothers give birth to new babies. By that
time, the young rhinos may be almost as big as their mothers.
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Hold on to your hat
when a rhino starts
chasing after you!
Rhinos can charge
with such force that
they can easily over-
turn a car or small
truck.



White rhinos are much more sociable
animals than Black rhinos. They sometimes
gather together in small herds, and seem to get
along with each other in a more friendly way
than Black rhinos ever would. They do some-
times lose their tempers. But most of the time,
they seem to have rather calm, unexcitable
personalities. If given half a chance, a White
rhino would rather run away from trouble, and
can even seem rather shy.

When it comes to food, White rhinos prefer
grass to anything else. They are grazers, and
like to spend hours quietly chomping grass.

To compensate for their bad eye-
sight, rhinos have a wonderful
sense of smell. They may not be
able to see things at a dlstance,
but they can smell them. If you are
standing downwind of a rhino @)
with the wind blowing from the

_;,.-/‘ o .

rhino toward you, the rhino will not

be able to smell you. So it will not

know you are there, even If you are

uite close. But if you stand upwind

, the rhino will smell you and

know you are there—even If you are
hundreds of feet away.




One of the greatest pleasures of

/ rhino life is wallowing in the mud. _
5 They love to roll around in the slop- ,
- plest and gooiest mud they can ! . T T
find, covering themselves from The front horn on a rhiro's
i Y | head to toe. When it's hot, this is a 1 head is always longerthan )
;L \ great way to cool off. It also keeps ' " the rear horn. And White S
v [N the skin in good condition, and a rhinos have the longest B
G . thick layer of mud keeps insects horns of any specles. The
: ~. from biting. : 1 longest White rhino horn
- < on record was almost 5%
?;,\ =t feet long (165 centimeters).

~—w".-White rhinds have much longer heads
. <%~ than,other rhinos, and the heads are
,a_r " much heavler. They may-weigh over 2000
== 7 pounds (907 kilograms) ali by themselves.
It takes a lot of muscle to hold up such a

— “e=—— head, and this is why White rhinos are
T e— o - the only ones with humps on their backs.
- The hump contains a huge mass of muscies.
e R~
- = st

The upper lip of a White rhino is long and
straight. This makes the snout of the rhino
look very square when you compare it to a
Black rhino, so some people call White rhi-
nos ‘‘square-lipped’ rhinos. The square lip
Is very good for eating grass. In fact, it helps
the teeth to cut off grass so neatly that you
might think that a lawn mower did the job!

Like many large African animals,
rhinos are often followed by cer-
tain types of birds. Cattle egrets
like to walk after rhinos and eat
the insects that the rhinos stir up-: -
when they graze. N



Asian rhinos are quite different from the
Black and White rhinos of Africa, and scientists
believe that the two groups are only distantly
related to each other. There are three types of
Asian rhinos —the Great Indian rhino, the Javan
rhino, and the Sumatran rhino.

Indian and Javan rhinos have only one horn,
and they have the bumpy armored skin that

most people think of when they think of rhinos. Of the Asian rhinos, the Indian Is
This makes Indian and Javan rhinos look quite ithellargezti ;hg Jav:n Is second
. . . I size, an € sSumatran Is smaill-
different from the smoother-skinned African est. The Javan looks like a small-
rhinos. The Sumatran rhino has two horns like er version of the Indian, but the
. . Sumatran doesn’t look like any
African rhinos, but the horns are very small. other rhino. For one thing, It is
All of the Asian rhinos are browsers. But they ::se §J‘J§ rgl;:nttt;:ttsh?:l:: that
live in different kinds of places, as you will see the Sumatran may be the most
below —and this means that they eat different primitive of all living rhinos.
kinds of plants.

JAVAN RHINO

SUMATRAN RHINO

Some people believe that the
myth of the unicorn began
with the one-horned rhinos of /:
Asia. Hundreds of years ago, 7 #
people In Europe didn’t know -
what a rhino looked like. So,
when they heard stories from
travelers about an animal in
Asia that had only one horn,
they may have assumed that
the animal looked like a horse.
When they put a horse an’

one horn together, they in- ,
vented the unicorn,

Unllke the rhinos of Afri

ca, the rhinos of Asia

do not live on open plains. Javan and Suma-
tran rhinos live in wooded areas, and spend
most of their time In such dense forests that
they are seldom seen. As you might expect,
they are leaf-eaters.

A

indi@n rhinos prefer swampy
areas, where there is a lot of .
water to drink and a lot of ¥
tush vegetation to eat. \

’ - [ ]
All rhinos like to go into the water, but "
the Aslan rhinos like It best of all. They
are all excellent swimmers. indian and -
Sumatran rhinos can swim across very -

wide rivers with no trouble at all.
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When rhino mothers defend their
bables, they can be very fierce. In
Asla,tigers sometimes try to catch
baby rhings. But they seldom get
the chance to eat one, because their
mothers put up such a good fight.
In additlon to her huge horn, an In-

- p ‘ | dian rhino mother has large, sharp | X
P . R teeth that canleaslly cut through a /y
} ‘ . tiger'sskin.” '\ / ¥4

JAVAN RHINO
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s Newborn rhinos are not helple‘ss ke human bables.
2 959N Within an hour after they are born, they are up 6n their
// feet and trotting around after thelr mothers. Indian
rhinos have the biggest bables. They may be two feet

tall at birth (61 centimeters) and weigh between 80 and

l 125 pounds (36 and 57 kilograms). -
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INDIAN RHINOS
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The future of rhinos in Africa and
Asia looks bad. For the past 20 years, rhincs
everywhere have been experiencing wh '
5 call a population “orash.” The number of

in o,u spesies has been going down faster:

nos are completely gone from hun»
A = ma:i ‘i‘? which u'ihff wer: once founid
nd the remaining populations of some speeies
have grown very smhr 1. There are fewer than
500 Suimatran rhinos left, and fewer than 60
Javan rhinos. It is hard to get exact information,
but it laoks as though the White thinos of norths»
ern Africe may already be-extinet,

There are several reasons for this, Like most
other wild animals, rhinos ave suffering because
their habitat is being destroyed by people. Rhi~
nos are found in parts of the world where the
human population is gmwin? ‘most. vapidly.
And the human need for more food and land in
these areas is so great that more and more land
is taken away from rhinos (and other wildlife)
every year,

But the worst threat to thinos. oomes fmm &

up nfpco le who kill rhinos illegally;
an ﬂueiv homs and sell ¢ 'em,

Q;hunting. But thexe isah pmﬁt,
made from rhino horns, sosome ]
a reak the laws.

Rhlno horn is extremely valuable —twice a5
valuable as gold in some places. Because some
peaple think that it has wonderful medical and
magical powers. In certain parts of the world,
people bel!eve that medicine made of powdered
rhing horn will cure even the most serious dis-
eases. And for this reason, they are willing to
pay almost any price to get it.

Scientific tests have proved that rhino horn
has no medical power at all ~but the rhinns are
still being killed. If a way can be found to stop
this texrible business, it may not be too late to
save the rhinos. But something must be done at

aging signs that at I
3 . In South Africa; a
, " been started to ‘protect White thi-
nos: nters and help them to breed. And
‘the number of rhinos has inereased as a result,
In India, a similar program has led to a small
»mcm in !;he mnmbcr oflndlan rhlnos, e
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