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Asian Rhino Specialist Gro u p

in Way Kambas National Pa rk ) , Pe n i n s u l a
M a l aysia (The Sumat ran Rhino Conservat i o n
C e n t e r — S u n gai Dusun), and Sabah (Sep i l o k
Rhino Center). These managed breeding cen-
t e rs have evo l ved due to the lack of success of
the traditional cap t ive program wh i ch was ini-
t i ated for this species under IUCN/SSC aus-
pices in 1984. To fa c i l i t ate the manage d
b reeding progra m , AsRSG has provided aus-
pices for two meetings of all manage rs and re-
s e a rch e rs invo l ved in Sumat ran rhino under
i n t e n s ive manage m e n t : one at Sungai Dusun in
Feb ru a ry 1999 and another at both Way Kam-
bas and Sungai Dusun in March 2000.

Attempts by AsRSG with other part n e rs to
d evelop a conservation tourism program ori-
ented around the Sumat ran rhino sanctuaries as
a means of ge n e rating significant income for in
situ rhino conservation has been re t a rded by
the economic and political pert u r b ations in
South East Asia. Howeve r, the objective will be
p u rsued as circumstances perm i t .

A s R S G, in concert with IRF, has prov i d e d
t e chnical assistance to:

• Vietnam for development and implementa-
tion of their rhino conservation action plan

• The European Union for the rhino conser-
vation component of its Gunung Leuser
P roject in Sumat ra , I n d o n e s i a .

• WWF for development of its Asian Rhino
and Elephant (AREAS) Conservation Strat-
egy.

• CITES Indicat o rs of Success initiat ive
under leadership of the IUCN/SSC A f ri c a n
Rhino Specialist Group (AfRSG)

In an endeavor to become more effe c t ive,
AsRSG has re o rga n i zed during the last Tri e n-
nium. Th e re continues to be a Chair (Mohd
Khan Momin Khan) as well as two Dep u t y
C h a i rs : one for South East Asia (Effe n d i
S u m a rdja) and one for South Asia (S.C. Dey ) .
M o re re c e n t ly, an Exe c u t ive Committee has
been fo rmed wh i ch comprises the Chair,
D eputy Chairs , the two Program Offi c e rs (To m

Triennial Rep o rt 1997-2000
The AsRSG has continued to be ve ry active
d u ring the current Tri e n n i u m , 1997-2000. Th e
revised action plan Asian Rhinos: S t atus Sur-
vey and Conservation Action Plan, N ew Edi-
t i o n was published in 1997. AsRSG has
c o n t i nued its part n e rship with the Intern at i o n a l
Rhino Fo u n d at i o n , wh i ch provides fi n a n c i a l
and administrat ive services to AsRSG under an
M . O. U. between IUCN and IRF.

The situation for Asian rhinos continues to
be critical to pre c a rious. The Indian/Nep a l i
Rhino (Rhinoceros unicornis) is in the best
condition of all the Asian rhinos with ove ra l l
p o p u l ations still increasing and now at ap p rox-
i m at e ly 2,500 in the wild. Howeve r, gre at
t h re ats and risks confront the species in both
India and Nepal and only continu i n g, and in-
deed intensifi e d, a c t i o n , will sustain this suc-
cess. Both the Sumat ran (D i c e ro r h i nu s
s u m at re n s i s) and Javan (R h i n o c e ros unicorn i s)
remain two of the most endange red mammal
species on the planet. Numbers of the Suma-
t ran are about 300 and of the Javan about 70.
H oweve r, in situ effo rts exe rted under A s R S G
auspices appear to be stabilizing the status of
these two species.

In part i c u l a r, the Global Env i ronment Fa c i l-
ity (G. E . F.)/United Nations Development 
P rogramme (UNDP) Project “ C o n s e rvat i o n
S t rat egy for Rhinoceros Conservation in South
East Asia—Indonesia and Malay s i a ” i n i t i at e d
at the end of the last Triennium continu e d
under AsRSG coord i n ation through December
1998. Since then, AsRSG in collab o ration with
I R F, AsRSG has assumed even gre ater fi n a n-
c i a l ,t e ch n i c a l , and administrat ive re s p o n s i b i l i-
ty for the Rhino Protection Unit (RPU)
p rogram established under the GEF pro j e c t .
Under AsRSG/IRF auspices, ap p rox i m at e ly 30
RPUs are operating in Indonesia and Malaysia. 

To re i n fo rce the in situ c o n s e rvation effo rt s
for Sumat ran rhino, AsRSG has been active in
d evelopment of the managed breeding centers
in nat ive hab i t at (sanctuaries) for this species in
Indonesia (The Suaka Rhino Sumat e ra (SRS)
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Foose and Nico van Stri e n ) , and Principal Rep-
re s e n t at ives for the six significant Asian rhino
ra n ge stat e s :I n d i a , N ep a l , I n d o n e s i a , Pe n i n s u-
la Malay s i a ,S ab a h , and Vietnam. A dd i t i o n a l ly,
AsRSG has signifi c a n t ly expanded its mem-
b e rship wh i ch has grown to 76 members .

AsRSG has also adopted a policy of con-
ducting only regional rather than plenary meet-
ings. The fi rst regional meeting, for South A s i a
(India and Nepal) was conducted in Kazira n ga
N ational Pa rk in Feb ru a ry 1999. A regi o n a l
meeting for South East Asia is intended fo r
Vietnam in 2000 or 20001. AsRSG re c e ive d
ge n e rous support from three WWF national or-
ga n i z ations for the Kazira n ga meeting: W W F -
N e t h e rl a n d s ,W W F - U S, and WWF-UK. 

Asian Rhinos, the AsRSG New s l e t t e r, h a s
resumed publ i c ation after a hiatus of four ye a rs
with the issue No. 3 being distri buted in March
2000. Two issues will be published a year in
M a rch and Sep t e m b e r. L.C. (Kees) Rook-
m a a ker has been added as a third editor to as-
sist Nico van Strien and Tom Fo o s e. A
C h a i rm a n ’s Rep o rt has been published reg u l a r-
ly in each issue of Pa chy d e rm. AsRSG also has
a web p age on the IRF website at : h t t p : / / w w w.
r h i n o s - i r f. o rg

Pa rt n e rships are crucial to A s R S G. In the
last Tri e n n i u m , AsRSG has developed part n e r-
ships with:

• Two IRF members and donors have become
major part n e rs in the AsRSG/IRF progra m s
in South East A s i a : The Howa rd Gilman
Fo u n d at i o n / White Oak Conservation center
and the Disney Wi l d l i fe Conservat i o n
Awa rd s .

• WWF-Indonesia Programme for fi n a n c i a l
and technical support of the RPUs there

• The U. S. Fish & Wi l d l i fe Service and 
its Rhino and Ti ger Conservation Fund
( RTCF). AsRSG Program Offi c e rs have
s e rved as rev i ewe rs for many of the pro p o s-
als submitted to the RT C F. More ove r,
AsRSG in collab o ration with IRF, has re-
c e ived and executed ten grants from the
RT C F.

• Anna Merz Tru s t

• S O S - R h i n o

• A f R S G

O ve ra l l , AsRSG in concert with IRF has re-
c ruited over US $3 million for Asian rhino con-
s e rvation during the Triennium. 

Fi n a l ly, AsRSG has fo rmed a Red List Au-
t h o rity as requested by the SSC Chair. Nico
van Strien is the focal pers o n .

Among objectives for the next tri e n n i u m
a re :

• To ach i eve some re c ove ry of Sumat ran and
Javan rhino populat i o n s , l a rge ly thro u g h
success of the RPU progra m s ;

• To succeed in rep roducing Sumat ran rhino
under managed conditions;

• To provide more assistance to rhino conser-
vation effo rts in India and Nep a l ;

• To initiate the conservation tourism pro-
gram to ge n e rate funds for in situ rhino con-
s e rvation in South East A s i a ;

• To establish a sanctuary for Javan rhino in
Ujung Ku l o n .

Mohd Khan bin Momin Khan, C h a i r
S.C. Dey and Effe n dy Sumard j a ,
D eputy Chairs

Tom Foose and Nico van Stri e n ,
P rogram Offi c e rs


