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offering with his right hand a pearl necklace or o
beaded garland or twelve purodisas in two rows
on an altar having o top cut in form of petals;
his left hand rests on sword-hilt ; dwarf attendant
behind, holding a Chhatra shown away from the
head of the king, Legend : Kshiti. . ... type
sucharitath.

Reverse. Lakshmi standing left on a pedestal, holding pase
.in out-stretched r. hand and lotus in I, resting

on hip. Legend on r. Nikramadityah
(PL ).

Only two specimens of this variely have so far been
published ; one' by Shri J. K. Agrawala! and the other by Shri
P. L. Gupta, which is in Bharat Kali Bhavan, Banaras?
While all the three coins are similar in details, they were struck
from separate dies, and have some peculiarities of their own.

The object, which is being offered in the altur is the chief

distinguishing feature, which invests these coins an individuality,

for their classification as a sub-variety of the Chhatra type. It
was identified by Shri Agrawala as a pearl necklace or a garland
of small round beads. But Dr. Altekar suggested that it was
ten purodasas falling in two rows in the fire altar’. Ten
purodasus were offered together at the time of Puvitreshsi
sacrifice. Here on the present coin the round objects ate twelve
in number. If they were purodasus, it should be explained to

which sacrifice they refer, otherwise the purodasa explanation .

cannot be maintained,
B. C. JaiN, NAGPUR.

* k¥

ANOTHER RHINOCEROS SLAYER TYPE COIN
OF KUMARAGUPTA 1

The Bayana hoard contained four coins of the Rhinoceros
Slayer type of Cumaragupta I. A fifth coin was later discovered
at Khairabad in Sitapur district and was purchased by the
Provincial Museum, Lucknow®. I have recently acquired a very
fine coin of this type. It is described below :

Metal : P1; Diam. 0-72"; Wt.: 123-0 grains.

Obverse : King with curly hair, wearing buttened coat;
waistband, trousers and ear-rings ; riding a fully
coprisoned horse to r. The king is leaning

LSO S NS ——

JNSL V, p. 38.
Kalinidhz, No. 4."p. 05,56.
JNSILIV, p. 58-59.
JNSLXLTp 7.

[ ol el

MISCELLANEA 103

forward and attacking a rhinoceros with a
sword in his right hand. The rhinoceros with its
head turned back and mouth open is standing
at bay. Circular legend :—ta Kumaregupta
(0) Jayatyaniar:.

Reverse :  Within :dotted border Ganga with body almost
facing but head to 1., standing on an elephant-
headed Makara which is holding in its trunk a
Jotus with a long stalk. Right arm of the goddess
is extended with the forefinger pointing. Left
hand, empty, is hanging down by the side of
the body. Her hair is tied in a bun at the back
of her head and she is wearing earrings, necklate,
bangles and armlets. Behind the goddessisa
female attendant holding a chhatra with a lathe-
worked staff, Symbol tor. Legend tol.: Sri.
Mahendrakhadga.

(P1. 1X 5)

If one studies carefully the four toins of this type in the
Bayana catalogue {(Nos. 1799-1102; PL XXX 5-8) it will be'
apparent that these four coins can be divided jnto two varieties,
A and B. In variety A, (Nos. 1799, 1800. P1. XXX 5, 6) the
king, horse and the rhinoceres are more finely and delicately
engraved. In variety B (Nos. 1801, 1802, Pl. KXX 7, 8) these
figures are less fine, particularly the rhinoceres is heavier and
more thick set. This is specially clear in the treatment of the
bead of the rhinoceres; in vasety B the head is very heavy !
It appears that the dies of the two varieties were engraved by
two different artists. The coin in the Lucknow Musewm balongs
to variety A. The coin described in this paper also belongs to
variety A.

In the Bayana coins the part of the legend—Kumar-gupto
JuyatyaniSasiz is not complete® On the present coin this part of
the legend is complete and very clear. The king on the present
ooin is leaning a little more forward tham on the five coins
publistied so far. The coin s in excellent state of preservation.

Shri Nagar seems to be right in his conclusion that Kumara-
gupta’s empire included Assam and that the king might have
. hemted the rhinoceros there® W know that except towards the

end of his reign Kuméragupta’s rule was peaceful and prosperons,

1. Similar dil;l‘x;;;a;xcUE'r:un be obscrved on the rg;varse. I;\hpanicular
in variety A the right hand of the goddess is extended Whereas in Varievy B
her right forearm is bent upwards.

2, Buyana Gabs pip- 206-98.
3. FN.S.L Wol, XL, p. 8,
14
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and the king might have visited different parts of his vast empire
and hunted tigers in Bengual, lions in Kathiawar (Suraftra) and
the rhinoceros in Assam; and quite appropriately these exploits
were commemorated in his coinage.

P.J. CHINMULGUND, PooNa.
*
* ¥
NUMISMATIC TERMS IN THE VRATARAJA KHANDA

Some time back Shri Bala Ram of the Department of
Archzology, Jodhpur, showed me a manuscript of a tretise on
Hindu vratas, entitled Vratardja Khande written by Daivajia
Viévanatha, dated in the Saka year 1658 (1736 A. D.). It
contains the following passage, which refers to a number of
ancient Indian coins of gold, silver and copper, as were known
to Yajaavalkya and other later Smritikaras like Hemadri, Narada,
Bhaskaracharya.
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The numismatic terms mentioned in the above passage are
mostly well known and need no explanation. But a few words

Pt 1] - MISCELLANEA 107

may be said about the term.Dhabbuka, 8 of which according
to the author were equal to one Karshapana. (m‘\- TSFH:
FTHQu: ) in the eastern countries, The Dharmadvaita Nirnayat
also tells that & Karshapana was worth 8 to 10 dhabbulkas. It
was a private copper currency having no stamp or bust or
inscription. Its shape was pot uniform and the weight was
usually one Tola ie. double the weight of the British Indian
Pice. It was curent mostly in the Punjab, Uttara Pradesh,
Bengal and Bchar®.
R. C. AGRAWALA

. *
* ok

LAKOR, BA-GAUR OR NAGOR

Recently Mr. S. A. Shere® has published a coin of Sham-
suddin Iltutmish, dated 633/1235, which, he says is identicul
~with coin no. 38 of Wright's Catalogue®*. About the mint town
he comments: I am of opinion that the correct name of the
mint is »9 which is the name of & town near Lakhnauti as will
appear from u passage of Tabqat-i-Nasni”. His one quotation®
refers to the invasion of Raja Narasithhadeva I of Orissa, during
the reign of TuBhril Taghan Khan, when the Orissan king
reached right up to the gates of Lakhnauti. The town of
<Lakor", which fell into his hands. is no other than the well-
known place Lakhnor, modern Nagor® in Birbhum distt. of West
Bengal. His second quotation’ refers lo the reign of Ghiya-
thuddn ‘Iwad Khalji of Bengal, during whose time Minbaj is
giving an extent of the Muslim territory of Lakhnauti. He also
mentions the construction of a causeway from Deokot to Lakor
or Lakhnor, modern Nagor.

In both the quotations the town of “Lakor™ is identical with
Nagor in Birbhum district. There is no other place, like «“Lakor™
near Lakhoauti. This Lakhnor or Nagor was for the first time
conquered by the Muslims during the reign of Ghiyashuddin

‘Iwad Kyalj® aud it is never known to have been a mint town.
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