OUDEYPORE, TH) CITY OF THE SUNRISE,
BY EDWIN LORD WEEKS.

I

FIYHE liltle station at Chitor, asleep in

the noonday glare, seemed move akin
to a caravansary in the desert thun to the
noisy and bustling railway centrves fur-
ther up the line. Ouly the station-tuns-
ter, whom it is correel to address as bu-
Boo, whether he may have any right to that
title or not. and whase brown, spectacled
visage was surmountted by a bluck velvet
cap. the telegraph clerk, clad in a long
while cotlon garment, and the sepoy on
guard ab the freight-house, were present
al our arrival, Across the railway track,
which still rang with the reverberation
of the departed Lrain, urose, some distance
away, a long wooded and bushy ridge,
crowned with the level line of gray wulls
and towers  of Chitor, the ancient capital
of Meywar. The slender silhouettes of
the two Towers of Vietory, which alone
rose above the level sky-line, were so far
off that one could only divine their ex-
quisite seulptuve by the irregularity of
their outlines.

Fram the platform of the station only
three other buildings were visible iu all
the vast and undalating half-desert land-
scapas which stretches away westward to
the line of purple hills in the direclion of
OQuduy pore, seventy-two miles away., I
had expected to find a letter or telegrum
from that eity, with some information
as lo means of conveyance, not having
then learned that telegrns or other mes-
sapres had 10 be seut by “* diik post,” ar by
special runners, in the absence of either
telegraph ov railway conneeting the Raj-
pootang-Malwa line with the remole cup-
ital.  The baboo in churge of the station
said thiut nothing had been received : and
baving directed Motee to find some coo-
lies and follow on with the Juggage con-
voy, I wandered ofl along the sandy track
in the dircetion of the ditk bungalow,
the Just of Lhe thiee buildings seen from
the platform. Although it was the mid-
dle of Jannary, the noonday sun, slightly
veiled by haze, and with the addition of
the reflected glave from the sandy and
weedy waste nbont us, already began (o
be somewhat oppressive. Tha question
of trunsport was speedily solved by meet-
ing half-way to the buagalow an old and
baltered victoria, with a pair of brisk

horses, a lurbaned driver, and “‘syce.”
Upon the arrival of Motee with Lhie coo-
lies they deposited the luggage by the
road-side, and wea plunred at onee into an
animuted diseussion with the driver as to
price and other preliminaries, for, as I had
supposed, the conveyance belonged o the
Maliarana of Qudeypore. Just us we had
come lo an uuderstanding nbout the price,
ilie opportune arrival of the postmaster
wilh o telegram (brought by a runner), to
the eflect thal Lhe carriage had been sent
for us, and that there was nothing to pay,
settled the matter at onece.  An slaborate
“4tlin ™ is not to be had in a dik bunga.
low ul short notice, and we wers only too
glad to find the usual bill of fare, **sud-
den death ™ (which title refers to the un-
timely end of the ehicken which had been
alive when we reached the house). bread,
potatoes, and jam, with whiskey and tepid
soda. When the horses had been fed,
and the baggage piled into the vehicle
and corded togellier, leaving barely space
on the back seat to accommodate the
writer and the (ilin-basket, we drove
briskly off in the teeth of a strong south
wind and in Lthe glure of the afternoon
sun, over rolling uplands, towanrd the
hazy line of far-off hills, There were
spots of rich cultivation al intervals, wiih
elumps of wild date-pahng, and dense,
wide -spreading banyans, sheltering the
rare villages and way-side shrines; either
t Innk or o poal of water at these oases
invariably reflected o pateh of amber-tint-
el western sky beyond the dark trees.
Al each village we changed horses, which
gave one an opportunity of walking on
in advauvee—always a relief after the
eranped continement of the carriage.

Groups of eamels which were browsing
awong the sparse undergrowth by the
road-side ambled clumsily away at our
approach, and we often mal whole fam-
ilies of villagers toiling along the dusty
irack in tented bullock curts,

Somewhere along the road the mail-
carrier, that mediteval ancestor of the
madert postman. met us on his way from
Oudevpore, Ha carried lits small letter-
bar sugpended from a lueipuered stiek, ou
the end of which hung a little cluster of
bells, wnd he was preceded by his protee-
tor, o wiry youth, armed with a drawu



450 HARPER'S
mutiny of 1857, \When I muade my lat
visit to the island in order to linish a
sketeh, my wish 1o see it as a spectaculur
background was realized, although the
performance did not take place in the
grent inner conret,  On one side of Lhe
hindinge there is an extensive aren of
pavement, one eorner of which is tilled
by a group of great lrees and a {angled
thicket of bauanas, sepurated {rom the
platformn by a low stone lattica; n Lample
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DECURATING LDUL WITH FLOWERS.

like edifice, with seulptured columns sup-
porting a Jow flal roof, stands on Lhe ex-
treme verge, and between the columns
there is a view of the shining water and
the wooded lills bevoud.  One of the
groat state barges, with high bow und
poop, like the old Greek galleys, was an-
chored at the steps, strrounded by a fleet
of smaller craft, nnd the passengers—a
crowd of holiday-making women and
children from the great palace across the
water, accompuanivd by their male atlend-
ants sl servants—were all seated on the
pavement. A long shaft of sunlight
streanted through the open guleway of a
gaden beliind, falling upon the sitling
groups, kindling into vivid seurlet the
prevailing reds of their costumes, touch-
ing the Hashing ormaments aud the rare
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spots of white, until it resembled nothing
so mueh as a glowing parterre of gerani-
umse. When, by a common hnpulse, they
all rose and moved towards the boats,
there was an indeseribable tumunlt of eolor,
which seemed {o eulminate when the great
barges floated slowly out, crowded with
their scarlel and erimson freight, all in
the shadow of the tall trees, into the long
white reflections, shot ncross with uzure
uand wolet from the sky, and beyond rose

the palace walis and hanging gardens

of the while city.

V.

No better spot could be found thau
this ¢ity in which 1 observe the ways
of high-caste native life, As | ye-
metber the resplendent personagpes
who came to mnke brief visils of cere-
mony or lo pay their respects to some
passing potubility of official or diplo-
matic rank, the glittering bravery of
their attie, and the elaborate trap-
pings of their homes, te ininitable
twist of their blue black beards, und
the deferential grace of thejr **sa-
luams,” earefully graded to the cor-
rect degres, thie melancholy truth is
borne in upon me that the * dude™
of Western descent is, after all, but
a crude and unlinisked production.
When avruywl n his eonrt dress, and
mounted on his horse caparisoned with
corresponding splendor, the Rajpoot
noble is decorative 10 a dazzling de-
oree,  One toilet which | had the
opportunily of studying in  detail
might be termed i syphony ¥ in
white, relieved by color sparingly

used, and by the sparkle of gems. The
wearcr of this costume, who appesred
thus attired on stats oceasious only,
was a young man of twenty, and sut
his horse like o white statne. A iong-
skirted tunic or frock of white muslin,
close fitting white trousers. and a rose-
eolored turban with a broad band of gald
lace and tall flashine plume of davk Lieron
feathers and gold Rligrew were the suli-
ent poiuts.  Ouhier accessories were the
sword-belt, crossing his breust and eneir-
cling his wuist, of dark green velvet,
richly worked with unalloyed gold. and
thickly studded with emeralds, rubies,
and brilliants: a transparent yellow shield
of rhinoceros hide, with knobs of black
and gold enamel: a sash of stiff goid
lace. with a crimson thread running
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through the gold: bracelets of the dainty
worlmauship kanown as Jeypore enamcl
thickly jewellul, which he wore on his
weists and arws; amd there were strings
af didl, uneut stones about his neck.
The skirts of his tunic were plealed with
muny folds, and stoud stitly out, like the
skivts of & " premitre danseuse” in the
bollet : and when he mounted his horse
u servinl on each side held themn so that
they might not be erashied.  Tone valets
had eharge of this eostuwe, and it took
them some little thne 1o array their mius-
ter, The trappings of the liorse were
seurenly less eluborale: his neck was cov-
eved ou one side with silver plates. and
his maoe, whiel inag on the other side,
was braided, aml lengthened by black
fringes relieved Dby silver ornaments.
White yabs® tuils hung from beueath the
embroiderved sadille cover on both sides:
antd his head, encased in o headstall of
white enamelled lentlier and silver, lopped
with tall aigrettes, was tied down by an
enibroldered scuwef in order to give lis
neclk the requisite cuvve.

The every-day dreess of this gentlemun
wasg far more quiet in tone: but he seldom
uppearcd twiee in the sutne turban, which
was of quite a different shape from thal
worn willi the state eostume, being small
anid closely folded, nnd it constuntly va-
ried in colow,

Qne of the most striking aud chiaracter-
istie faces belonged 1o an oflicer of bigh

rank who ecalled at the Residency in the
company of the Maburavu's brother,and it
may be deseribed as Ly pilying, like a enm-
posite photograph. the higher Rajpootvace.
This face, when seen in protile, closely ro-
sembled the type of the Assyvriun war-
viors and eourtiors on the hassreliefs of
Ninevebh: there was the same straight line
of the forenend and ncse, and the long
narrow eye, with Tull projecting eyeball,
which appears i the bass-veliefs to be
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