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SPEAK TO THE EARTH

be minc for exposing my men to undue risk. It was an
unpleasant thought, and responsibility began to sit so heavily
upon my shoulders that I almost wished thac I had given in to
the boys an hour back, and left che forest alone.
The rhino, very naturally, had been annoyed at having his
sleep so rudely disturbed ; and since the path was the znly
place where a rhino could bask in the sun, the path was
obviously a dangerous one to walk, and other sleeping rhino
(or buffalo) might be less good-natured. ,
- Twas debating within myself whether I was at all justified
in going on, when sure cnough I detected another grey
cumbersome shape above the grass-stalks ahead. It was only
a few yards off, but I trained the glasses on it to make certain,
and they showed up clearly the grey corrugations of a rhino’s
hide. I retreated on tiptoe and held a consultadon with the
boy§. A dérour was made impossible by the thickness of
the jungle on either hand, but Lembogi, always the resourceful
one of the party, said that if we retired to safety down-wind, he
would climb a trec, wake the rhino by throwing sticks at hlm
and try to drive him away. ’
The reader may well wonder why I did not seize this golden
opportunity myself, and (with the wind blowing so true)
nothing would have been easier than to have crepe up to the
sleeping rhino and scracched him behind his ears. He might
have loved it (and introduced me to the whole forest as a
reward) but on the other hand if he hadn’t, my chances for
experiment would have been for ever curtailed. This would
always be the difficulty, for when chances came I did not dare.
So Lembogt threw sticks and bits of caked mud at him dll
be awoke, and with many surprised and indignant snorts he
took himself off, and we condnued on our way.
Each tme I hoped that we were on the final crest I would
come to another disheartcning drop. Mohamed urged me
afresh to turn back, saying we should be benighted. I minded
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very little if we were, for it would hurt none of us ; we had
matches and could make a fire. The more work I puc into
that climb, the less I could relinquish it. It is one thing to
come home dead-beat but successful, and quite another to be
defeated after all ; not only that, but I could never ger the boys
to face it again, and even I was not over-keen on a third
venture.

Finally, it was the boys themselves who pointed to the
summit and said that it was not very far.

Enviously I admired the way they could climb. As for
me, I had put all my energies into the lead when it had been
necessary, and now, under the burning midday sun beating
fiercely down between thunderclouds, I was badly spent ; my
knees trembled as I panted up through the reeling boulders.
We rested a litdle, and Asani pointed (as I thought) into a trec-
top at *“a bird that makes a noise like a motor-car.” I scanned
the tree vainly for some strange kind of hooting vulture, when
I heard the unmistakable throb of an engine, and picked up a
black speck in the sky. Ilooked at it with profound disgust.
Artistically, dramatically, from every point of view, its
appearance was ill-timed, not to say tactless. Just as [ was
blazing the unknown trail, to find I was being actually looked
down upon was sheer andclimax. The fact that the acro-
plane was ten miles off was only very mildly consoling.
“ But at least,” I thought, “ he can’t land on the summit " ;
and I pushed on.

At last 1 climbed above the forest zone, passing beneath the
last outposts—stunted trees ragged with beard-moss in whose
chequered shade lay a carpet of tiny peas (a kind of vetch with
a leaf like wood sorrel, probably the Parechetus communis)
whose blossoms were a lovely transparent blue. Above them
fliced minfature blue butterflies, as though the petals
themselves had taken wing.

Heath and boulders rose up against the flying clouds and
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