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Aa‘» ary reels under flood waters forcing
sgiell the rhinos to take refuge on the
wexd nighest grounds ike paths and roads

&3 The forest department has built
##3 two earthen piatforms inside the
bed sanctuary and also rased the exsting
".}3 path {not motorable) between Haduk '
YAR®1 and Tuplung So that even if the
bt flood level rige. the amimals can be
;7{: sale Apartiromrhino. the sanctuary

vl homes 2 few animals like lishing
Wl cal jungle cal. jackal. wiid pig and
~¢_r: otter It 1s feared that all the hog
wif 1eer and barking deer had perished
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Deer challenges rhino

in Pabitara

ometime i June last, while
approaching Tuplungan,
some blackish objects cau-
ght my attention. When |
approached close, | was delighted
It was a rare sight of eight adult
rhnos wellowing in the s8n. However
in the small reserve of Pabitara
such sights are not uncommon
But for how long ? the Ultra concer-
ned conservationists are up with
arms to destroy the reserve The
introduction of sangas or Manipur's
brow antlered deer by fencing olf a
chunk from this tiny reserve 1s one
suchstep

Pabitara 1s 3 small wikdhfesanctuary
of only 16 sq km located in the
Marigaon District, just east of Kamrup

d -border This httie known reserve

has the distinction of having the
highest density of Indian one horned
rhinoceros anywhere in the world
Originally 3-grazng reserve. it was
declared a reserved forest in 1971
and then a wildlife sanctuary In
1987

A further 23 square km including
the Raja Mayorig reserve forest
have been proposed as additions to
the reserve Ninety per cent of the
sanctuary 1s covered by grassland.
the remaining areas are either
woodland or wetland

Every year the bulk of the sanctu:

fencing forSangai enclosure inside Pabitara

1]

B A AT oG SRR LPENAPRALS Jijg Tl

dunng the high fioods of 1988 It
may be mentioned here thal a
smalt population of these
deer existed in Pabitara  Stray
leopards and occasional rhesus
monkeys are the other main animals
of Pabitara Although wid but‘aloes
are not found in the sanctuary
some feralbulfaloes are there These
feral buffaloes are often mistaken
for wild ones by the wisitors
During winter aiarge number of
mugratory water fowls throng the
beels and*jans throughout the
reserve The Pagladoba bee! 1n the
beart of the sanctuary is such a
spot During wanter this small beel
of only about twenty heclares
wirtually remains covered wath ducks
Some birds frequently seen at
Pabitara includes grey and purple

herons. openbili and bla~knecked

storks. pintail and spo'bil ducks
common teal. mallard. showveller
black or king wvulture. storkbilled
kingfisher, atc . bes ~1s the other
commoner snd {amilar buds The
rareBengal florican s also tound in
the reserve Locally catled Ulu morra
this bird 1s facing prodlem from
annual burming of grassland and
the grazing cattle e e
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que most other Rhino reserves,
here also poaching of rhino for its
horn has become a problem. In
1984 and 1985 four and two rhinos
were killed by the poachers No
poaching was reported pror to
et Fiesh kilings accurred agqain
in 1988 when four rhinos were
killed This year il 10th of June the
tally 1s one Poachers use two

methods. gun as weil as poison |
Because ot 1tscomparatively small
area in relation to the large rhino
population. the rtunos of Pabitara
rzgularly stray outside the sanctuary
area. especially after sunset. thus
making f dithcult for the forest
staff o prevent poaching. Itmay be
mentoned here that in 1986 as
many as 58 rhinos have been
counted i the sanctuary. The present
estimate 1s 70 with at least fiva
calves The density being 4 3 per
xmasagainst 2 B at Kazairanga
During wanter the sancluary faces
another problem._ s new ane for the
area This is the large number of
domeslic tounsts who are mainly
Just pickmckers and have become a
nuisance rather than of some utdity

This is mainly because of its close
proxigity to Guwahati, only 52 km
When the bndge over - Kolong at
Kajali-chaki 8t Chandrapur s
completed the distance will be
shortened by 20 km  Pabitara offers
excelient opportunity for the develop
ment of tounsm It canbe-successfu
ly covered by a day's trip from
Guwahati as well as Nagaon
However, 1t should be & regulated

one,

he biggest threat to Pabitara.
T however. 1s the proposed intro
duction of the very rare. sanga: or
the Manipur race of browantlered
deer (Cervus eldi eld:) by fencing
off about one km in the heart of
the sanctuary Because of scarcity
of space many rhinos stray outside
almost regularly and this enclosure
15 going to disturb them greatly A
sum of rupees nine fakhs has aiready
been sanctoned for chainling fencing
{w1th 3 string of electric wire) around
the selected site The deer will be
brought from the caplive bred stock
of Delhv and some other z00s
Initially about seven animais hawing
3 sex ralio of 2 5 will be released
The work on fencing 1s neanng
rcempinton
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gy The mamn 1dea behind this intro
™ duction are two — firstly, to create
; pall 3 second wild home for this very
he rare deer after the Keibul Lamjaco 8,
T National Park ol Manipur and | areas like the Bodiahicha beel of (|
g Secondly. Pabitara is free from any Darrangdistrict Deepor beel sanctu
¥ uyd Major predator TS—— arynear Guwshati Chatla and Bakr
h ———
s We very much agfee\\Tﬂ?hrst haors n Cachar and Haiakand
Prov gy % Pont that a second wild home for | districts respectively Sonbeel
4 h the rare sangai be created. in fact it Kanimgan) district. etc Instead o'
Pyt is long overdue. But so far as the wasting nine lakhs in fencing 1he
d second pont s concerned why government may well uliize the ) :
s choaose Pabitara ? There are many same for developing a small reser ve , e
N wel grassiand pockets throughout elsewhere il necessary by purchasing || 'i;' R 3 ﬂﬁ AR
X free from any major predators which the land from the owners |- 'J‘ ’a’“w;s*
WS- "8 could easily have been one or two R f‘\‘; ' “A
s Py square kilometres home of this rare There 1s alsa another point, 1 e
e i i deer Besides disturbing the rhinos how the rhinos of Pabitara will be Surveying Pabitara '
Y 5 Sres soed the ntroduction has another alfected by fencing. inside therr
B RN )
I s 1mportant question from the ecolo 'r;‘eca)rr:ind f\ptgmy fhog enclosure | Secondiy. the proposed adaibons
S ot 3 794 e g wildife sanctuary in 1976 {| should be materialised immediately
e gical point of view In iis natural proved 1o be a failure and chinos 3
! e 4 habstat the sangai has never met a broke o il necessary by giving adequate
3o e S S pen the fencing The progra compensation to the setilers Thirdly.
Srnaerr iy vhid rhino. so this will go agamnst all mme was then abandoned And hatch coliection and preric
oo Aol iif €thiCcs  Since introduction of an very recently another sangar rehabr | grazl:'sgb( atc tcoue(;: orc\,am“p-d to
v alien species In wild 15 objected tation project failed in theJaldapara should eggn‘;g ‘e anThs el
Y throughout the world by the envron wildlife sanctuary of northern West the prozpos u,: nqntsed ee:nz(m{g
v : mentalists Rhino in Dudhwa (UP) Bengal il 16km 2should be treated as sanctu
L L 1snotan aken. but sangaiin Pabitara l :anc;iror:n;‘:lm :Ousl;‘i:; i‘:"‘r’;‘;‘:
50408 ] A ra i
e wdlad 'S an alen species Since the main The following remedral measures tomav naanonal spc;rk 'orpietter
g mottd i1s to create an alternative {
At X : have are suggested for better conservation management :
i ) wid home'. the site should n Pabitara  Firstly. the sangai
been some-vvherq 1A southern Assam introduction project should be shyf ted
{fromthelatitudia pointof view) eisewhere without 3 second thought
The government may still consider ’
- - some alternative sites which includes o orx
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