Rhino Population Update

by Nigel Overal

The current set of datafor the rhino population in the Midlands Conservancy indicates that during the
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After recent observations and inspection of a number of the rhino by a National Parks representative it
was reported back to the Conservancy that al those animals observed were seen to be in a very good condi-
tion.

History and data records which have been compiled and held for each rhino within the Conservancy are
being transferred from the current paper based system onto a computer-based one called ‘Wildb'.

This Microsoft Access Database programme
was developed by WWF SARPO for National Parks
to assist them in their overall monitoring of the black
rhino population.

Once the transfer of existing data is complete
information can easily be updated and added to as
necessary.

As well as capturing detailed individual, group
and event data for each rhino within the Midlands
subpopulation, this programme provides the ability
to record photographs and identifying images of
individuals. These can be edited and updated
throughout each animalslife.

Co-ordinate data from the regular sightings of
individual rhino captured by the rhino monitors on
hand held GPS systems can be directly down |oaded
into the computer database.

As data continues to be collected, over the
years it will provide a valuable record of the various
rhino’s life, movements and locations within the
Midlands Conservancy.

The system permits up to date data to be
transferred electronically from the Midlands
Conservancy's local computer records into the
National Parks main database.




