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The Prirlted Word 

the latter half of the century, whcn the Frcnch (15~6) ,  Dutch ( 1 ~ 6 3 ) ~  and 
English (1577) versions made their appearance. 

Like most of  the other writers of this period, Varthema devotes more attc~l- 
tion to Calicut and the Malabar Coast than to any other part of  the East. I-le ' 

calls the town "a poor sort of  place" and was evidently unimpressed with its 
11ouscs and buildings. The Zamorin o f  Calicut, he asserts IS ''a pagan and wor- 
ships the devil." He gives a fairly dear outline o f  the caste system, matrililieal 
succession, and polyandry. Like the writers of antiquity, hc was most favorably 
impressed by the administration ofjusticc. I-lc also comments at length on the 
building ofsllips at Calicut and obscrvcs that "thc I'agans do not navigate 111uch, 
but it is the Moors who carry the mcrcharldizc." O f  plants 2nd fruits he pro- 
vides detailed and accurate descriptions. And he notices that 

the men of Calicut, when thcy wish to sow rice,. . .they plough the land with oxen S 
WC do, and whcn thcy sow tlic rice in the ficld thcy have 111 the illstrurncnts of thc city 
c o ~ i t i ~ r u a l l ~  sounditrg atid Innking rncrry.61 

I-Ic dcscribcs too t l ~ c  ctrstom o f  secretly making bargairls by touching ha~itls 
and fingers under a cloth, a practice "which is current [today] among the 
Eastern people fronl the Abyssinians to the natives of India and the Farther 
East." 65 

In the account of his disputed voyage east o f  Calicut, Varthema mcntions 
pearl-fishing on the Corommdel C o a t ,  t l ~ c  jcwrlb uf Crylull, and the custor~l 
of writing on "paper like ours" in Tenasscrim. From his conlmcnts on religion 
it appears that he knew nothing about Buddhism though he appears to think 
that the religion of I'cgu (Burma) is peculiar. In commenting on  Malacca hc 
dcscribcs its location and government in gcncrally corrcct terms and notices 
the infertility of the surrounding coulltrysidc. H e  identities Sumatra with the 

l 
Taprobme of antiquity and makes most of his conlnlcnts on the island from 
hearsay. At Banda 11c notices the nutmeg tree and. apparently from his experi- 
cncc in the Moluccas. hc is able to  give a description of  tllc clove tree. He also . 
relates what was told hirn by  an Arab sailor about tllc Imds, climates, and 
peoples south of J a ~ a . 6 ~  Thus. Varthema brought into European literature an 
appreciation of  the nrca cast o f  India, whether he had acttlally travclccl there or 
I I O ~ ,  whicl~ it had previously not rcccivcd L'rom the sca-travclcrs and whicll 
c o ~ ~ f i r n ~ c d  by firsthat~d observations 111any of  the statements made earlier by 
Mlrco 1'010 and thc writcrs o f  antiquity. 

It was not until 15 I I ,  the year after tllc original publication o f  Vartlle~r~a's 
accotlnt o f  the East, that t h  Portuguese captured the great cntrcpot o f  Malacca 

' and began to penctratc fnrther eastward. News of A l b ~ ~ u c r q u e ' s  victory 
bccanlc known in Europe in the spring of  15 I 3. and Marltlcl quickly dispatched 

64 Scc ibid., p. xviii. and I I. Cordicr. "DCUX voyagers dans I'Extre~nc-Oricnt .. . Essai biblio- 
graphiquc. Nicolo Dc'Conti-Lodovico dc Varthc~na," 'I"ormns pno, X (1899). 390-404. 

Conlrrle~~t of Sir Willianr Tcn~plc in Joncs and Tc~riplc, op. tir. (n. 61),  p. Iviii. 
For further elucidation on this matter see ibid., p. Lxxvi. 
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lcttcrs to  Rome informing the papacy of I'ortugal's progr~ss.~7 Manuel's 
speedy procla~~~ation of  the captirrc of Mdacca had certain specific objcctives 
apart from his understaildablc desire to let tllc world know of his distant 
conquests. Thc ql~cstion had already been raiscd in Spain whether thc MOIUCCS 
were not within the Spanish demarcation, and a project was being considered 
in 1512 for advancing a d a i n ~  to and taking possession o f  the Spicc 
Evcr watchful as to the security of his demarcation claims, Manuel immediately 
set to  work to obtain papal support and recognition for Albuquerque's 
advances into ~otr~hcastern Asia. And it was Ma~l~rcl's good fortur~c that a 
pope had been clcctcd in M.irch, I 513, who W:IS likely to receive the news 
cordial1 y. 

Pope Leo X (Giovanni dc' Medici) was the second son of Lorenzo the 
Magnificent and the real ruler of his family and the Republic of Florence. The 
traditional good relations bctwccn Portugal and the Florentine merchants and 
navigators certainly did n o  hart11 to Manuel's cause in the eyes of  the itrbanc 
Mcdici popc. Moreover, a strong case coilld be m;rdc in ILomc for cor~firn~irlg 
M a ~ u e l ' s  claims inasmuch as thc Portuguese wcrc regularly dcrcating the 
Muslims and consta~t ly cnhrging the field of  possible Christian nlissioilary 
enterprise. 111 fact, public cclcbrations of  thanksgiving were held in Rome 
shortly after the news of  Albuquerqtie's conqucst of Malacca a r r i ~ c d . ~ Q  

It  was in such a favorablc atmosphere that Manuel dispatched another 
embassy of  obcdicnce to  Rome in the spri~ig oC I j I 4. Thc chief o f  this splcildid 
delegation was TristZo da Cullha, who had been one of  Portugd's most 
successful commanders in  the East. He was accompanied by  three o f  his sons 
and t w o  cmincnt professors of law, Diogo Pacl~cco and JoZo de Faria. O n  
March 20, 151~4, Pachcco dclivercd an oration in which he tendcrcd Manucl's 
obcdicncc to tllc Holy Father and itemized his great successes in the East. 
Shortly thcrcaf'tcr the oration appeared in print.70 But the grcatcst sensation 
in R o m e  was caused by  the valuable and curious presents which wcrc paraded 
bcforc the popc a ~ ~ d  the populace. Indian slaves. I'crsian horses, two leopards. 
a young panther, colorful parrots, and a trained clcphant were anlong the gifts 
brought from Asia. A rhinoceros intended as the highlight o f  this exotic parade 
pcrishcd c11 routc from Portugal to Ron1c.7~ but tllc trained e l e p h a ~ ~ t  causcd a 

67 SaIvatorc dc Ci~~l ius .  Une n~~~b,lssadc ],orllrgnisc d KOIIIC olr XVlr siZcle (Naples, 1899), p p  4-8. 
prints thc text o f  Manocl's letter ofJune H. 1513. For the titles ortllcrc lcttcrs 2nd adapt~~ions  oftllcrll 
as thcy appcarc(I in chapbooks publisl~cd dl~ring I 513-14, xc I\ogers, opt cil. (11. IS), p. 190. 
" J. T. Medina, J~rai~ Diaz de Solis (S.111riago dc Chilc, 1897)~ Vol. I, chap. vi; Vol. 11, docs. 22, 

30, 31. 
' 9  W. ROSCOC, 7'11~ L$ arrd Po~rr$c,rrr rdl,ro X (London, 1827), 11, 2 9 ~ 3 0 0 .  Also YE Masbnnnglazs. 

LP Porlrrgi~l cl !E Snit~l-Si?gc (Paris, 1898). 1, 21-29. Manuel's luttcr ofJune 8, 1513 (sec Koscou, op. ril. 
[I). 691. pp. 496-$00) was published ill short order at Rome, Vienna and Nuremberfi. 

7 O  Entitled B~rn~r~telis Lrrsirnlr: Algarbior: Afiicoe Aediiopi~rc Ambi~e Persine hrdi~re Reg. hreirris~. 
Obedicit~in. 

7' See tlic aniusing book of A. Fonroura da Costa. Lrs d4a111b1rhrrio1rs drr IUtir~ocCros dc A,lodofir, roi 
de Carrrboyc, dc I s r j  2 1516 (Lisbon, 1937). Also sce Lliir dc Mares, "Forrtla c natura c costumi del 
rinocerontc." Uulerinr inrm~aciotr~if de bibliograja LIISO-Brasileirtr, I (rglo), 387-98. 



scnsatio~l as it bowed thrcc times bcforc tllc popc ar~tl squirtctl water frorn its 
trunk over the adtlliring multitude. Evcn the pocts sang its praises.72 

The popular approval won by the embassy was but one aspect of its success. 
Its more concrctc achievcn~ents were the papal pronouncements made in 
Portugal's favor after the departure of thc emissaries. 011 June 7, 1514, a papal 
bull gave to Portugal "the patronage of ecclesiastical benefices in Africa and 
in all otherplaces beyond the Sen. acquired or to be acquired from the X~dels, and 
subjected them to thc spiritual jurisdictior~ of thc Order of Christ." 73 The bd l  
Praecelsae devotioriis of Noverr~ber 3,  I S 14. confir~ncd and renewed the earlier 
papal bulls of Nicholas V and Sixtus IV in Portugal's L~vor and "for grcat 
sec~~rity" granted also 

All unfrequented [by Christians] places, recovered, discovered, found, md acquired From 
the aforesaid infidels, by the said King Emmanucl and his successors, both fro~n Capcs 
Bojador and Nao to the Indies, and in any place or region whatsoever, cvcn although 
pcrd~ance ui~known to us at  present. . . .74 

Such a concession sccmcd to irldicarc that Lco X rcgardcd thc dcnlarcatio~l line 
as applying only to thc Western hemisphere and as lcavi~~g the crltirc East 
open to Portugucsc control and dcvclopmcnt. The confi~sion over the problem 
of the eastcrn den~arcatioll was compounded, as wc hnvc S C C I I , ~ ~  in the contro- 
versy over the Moluccas that followed Magcllan's expedition of 1519-22. 
In the rest of Europe, outside Italy and l'ortugal, it was generally considered 
that the popc had exceeded his authority as Ilcatl of the Christian church in 
making such sweeping concessions to I'ortugal. 

Ncws of evcnts in the East was mca~lwhilc bciag relayed to Itdy, especidly 
Florcncc, through thc corrcspondc~~ce of nlercllnlts. I'rrticularly i~nporunt 
werc the lcttca of Giovmni da Empoli, who hacl first sailed for India in 1503 
as agent of the Gualtcrotti-FrescobaIdi syndicate. In 1509 he a g h  went to the 
East with Albuqoerque on his Malaccan cxpcditiorl, rct~~nring to P o r t u d  h 
1512. Threc ycars later he visitcd Sumatra. I-Ic tlicn wcnt to Chi~la along with 
Fern50 Peres d'hdrade's n~ission of 1516 and is prcsu~llcd to luve died there 
early in 1518 .~~  The accounts of his first two voyages wcrc addmessed repcc- 
tivcly to his Florentine crnploycrs and to his L~thcr. T l~cy  were not publislled 
until Ramusio included  then^ in his coIIection at 111id-ce11tur~. but like so many 

For descriptions see Ciuticrs, oj~. cif. (11. 67). pp. 19-18; Ludwig vorr Pas~or. kiilirrory ~r11cPopcr. . .. 
tram. R- F. Kcrr (Lolldon, 1908). VII, 7 4 7 8 ;  and W. I\oscoe, up. cif. (n. 69), 11, 300-303. And for 
samples o f  poems celebrating the occasion by A~rreEo Sevcrio. Giovarlni Capito, and others, see 
Pastor. op. cif. (n. 72). Appcndiv C, pp. $01-3. For a study of  the elephant as an exotic animal see 
Luis de Matos, "~atura,  intcllerto, e costumi dcll'clelntc," Bolrfit~r irrfenmrio~rrl de bibliogr4$a Lrrso- 
Brasileira, I (1g60). 44-ss. . . - -  

'3 Davenport (~d.) ,  ~ p .  cif. (U. B), I, 112. Italics mine. 
74 Ibid., pp. 116-17. 
'"Above, pp. 114-19. 
76 0 1 1  E111poli's career see Pictro Alllnt di S. I'ilippu, Cli ill~tsfri ~ti,,sp"rfori if,rli'rtri . . . (Ronrc, 1889, 

1'1'. 143-47. Also sec Angelo dc G~ibcrnatis; Sfurie dci 14qygicrfori if,di,r~ri rlellr I~rdie Orir~rr,rli (Lrgllorn, 
187S)v P. 16. 
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other lettcrs of thc timc thcy wcrc circulated ro pcoplc who, for one rcason or 
another, wcrc intcrestcd in thc opcning of the East.77 The same gcneralizatio~l 
probably applies also to the lcttcr of Pictro Stroni. another Florenthe. who 
wrote from Quilon in 15 ro, and to a longer, anonymous letter from Lisbon, 
written in 1~13 .7~  Indccd, we know that the two long letters of Andrea Corsali, 
a Florentine writing from Goa in 15 16 and 1517, were circulated to memben of 
the Mcdici family.79 Likc some of the other lettcrs of the period. Stroni's 
were published at the timc thcy were written. long before Ramusio brought 
them to morc general a t tc~l t ion .~~ 

The best illustration that we havc of the inforlnal circulation ofsuch lcttcrs on 
India is the casc of Vale~lti~ll Fernandes' lctter written at Lisbon in May, 1515, 
and sent to the nlerchants of Nuremberg. The original was   rob ably in htin 
or German, but thc oldy copy extant is in Italian.81 In this epistle, which ws 
probably rclqcd from Niirenlberg to Florence, he announced the arrival 
Lisbon of a rhinoceros as a gift from the king of Cambay and displays his 
hutna~~istic crudition by co~nparing the conduct of the rcal animal with the 
d ~ w r i ~ t i o ~ a  givcn by I'lato and Strabo. The mention of Canhay also leads l ~ i ~ l l  
to speak gcrlcrally about hdia, its extent, divisions, and products.8~ Sincc there 
is nothing especially ~~cwswortlly about this letter. we conclude that the other 
more informative lcttcrs of this period, many of them thc observations of 
eycwimctses, were pobably also circulated to interested parties. 

Thanks to Manucl's a~u~ouncc~~~cnts .  the letters of thc foreigners in Portuguebc 
scrvicc. and the presumably clandestine lettcrs of Fcn~andes, the rcst of Europc 
was ablc in thc ycars bcforc 1520 to gather bits and pieces ofwritten information 
on I)ortt~g~~cse activities in thc East. A number of books actually printed in 
Iberia kcyt dive the drca111 of finding m castcrn Christian empire. When 
Abyssinia was finally rcachcd in rjro, the rcalizatiorl grew that a Christiall 
Utopia was not going to be found in the East. Thereafter, over the next ttwo 
decades, intcrcst in cast Africa gradually wancd.83 Evcn though news seeped 
out from t in~c to ti~nc, thc systcnl of control over the more dctailed data 
relating to actual discovcrics in Asia, was surprisingly watertight. For we now 
know that, in the years shortly bcforc 1520. two of the most dctailcd and 
informative accounts 011 the East wcrc in csistcnce and wcrc prcsun~abl~ in 
Lisbon in manuscript copies. Tom6 Pires, an apothecary by training and a 

r7 For tlcc published versions ofEnipoli's letters KC Anlat di S. Filippo (ed.). Bibliograjia dei vioggiafori 
ifalio,~i (Rome, 1874), pp. 4 6 4 7 .  His lcttcr on  Malacca is reproduced and edited by I g o p o  Grabcrg 
da Hemsij, "Lettcra di Giovanlli da Empoli a Leonardo suo p d r e  intorno a1 viaggio da luifatto a 
Malacca . . .," Arrkilrio sforiro ifolimro, Apl)eltdicr, 111 (1846), 35-91. 

78 Both arc reproduced in Guberaatis, op. rif. (11. 76). pp. 372-73. 
79 Anlat di S.'ilipl,o, op. cif. (11. 76), pp. 149-70. " An~at  di S. Filippo, op. cif. (11.77)~ p. 48. See also Renato Lefevrc, "Una co~ris~ondcnza da1 Mar 

llosso di Andrea Corsali lrcl 1516," 11 libro ifaliat~o, IV, Pt. z (194o), 433-48 
8 1  Text i l l  G~rbcrna~is, 01). cil. (11. 76), pp. 3 8 9 4 ~ .  
'1 See Ilcyd, "Valcl~~in Pcrrrnl~dez Alcnlan," luc. cif. (a. 37), pp. 48*83. 
81 l<oogcrs, 0,J. cif. (n. IS), ch:lp. viii. 



are in~prcssed by the revcnues which the "Sabaio" derived from tradc and 
taxation. Arabian horses from Ormuz were sold in Goa at great profit to mcr- 
chants from Vijaya~agar and the Deccan. From the tax on these and other 
commercial items the "Sabaio" received substantial revenucs. Barros gives 
figures on the taxes collected from the thirty villages, the mainland. and other 
Goan possessions of the "Sabaio."3" The "Sabaio" is also reported to have 
large flcets, excellent fortifications, and a sizable army. Indeed. the strength 
and rcputaticn of the "Sabaio" wcre so grcat that emissaries reportedly were 
sent to his court fiorn as fir away as Aden atltl Cairo. 

Still, the Portuguesc allege, the natives of Goa wcre restive under Musli~:~ 
jurisdiction because of the high taxes and the te~idcncy of the Moors to live 
apart and to treat the natives cruelly. Barros describes at some length how 
willingly the Goans after I S I o took to the I'ortuguese ways of trading, govern- 
ing, and living. The Kanara women, unlike those of Malabar, were apparently 
quite willi~lg to form aili:~~iccs will1 or marry the J'ortugucsc I l u x ,  cspccially 
since newlyweds were given subsidies fro111 the treasury of the city.399 Thc 
non-Muslim population of the city was more willing to becon~e converted to 
Christianity than the Malabars. But while clle Portuguese describe the gencral 
receptivity of the Goans to Portuguese rule, they fail to conlment in detail 
upon the customs of their Goan subjects. Much of what Orta has to say in his 
Colloqrrics is derived from his cspcrience in Goa, but he has practically nothing 
to report on the customs of its inhabitants. His digressions into history, politics, 
and social practices almost always deal with some other part of  India. In re- 
porting on Goa after its capture, the I'ortugucsc generally centcr their attctition 
upon their acluevcmcnts in the "Golden City" and thcir devclopmcnt of it as 
the administrative, cpiscopal, and comn~crcial centcr of their Asiatic enlpire. 

North and west of  the Deccan in the territory that surrounds the Gulf of 
Carnbay lay the maritime state of Gutjarat, which had been undcr Musliln rule 
since thc cnd of the thirtccrltll cc11t~lry.4~~ 111 1342, 11111 Batuta visited scver;ll 
seaport towns of Gujarat and subsequently described the tradc, prosperity. and 

398 C i d ~ d c  and M~irias (cds.), op. (it. (n. 6), 11, 19899. According to rurnor, tlre city o f  Goa alone 
paid I I ~ I I I  500,000 parildos, princip.rlly fro111 t:txcs OII tlrc iriiport.rtion o f  I~orncs. Idc also receivcd 
taxcs G o n ~  thc village con~munitics (ra~raddrhs) and tlic isl;lnds ofllivar. ChorSo. and Jua, as well as 
toh paid for use of the fords to the mainland. p o n  fees. and export duties. 

199 Ibid., 11, 199. O n  the marriage o f  Portuguese with native motnen see Danvers, op. cif. (n. 228), 
I,  217. 

Tlrc best general study, which utilizes some of the I'ortuguese sources, is M. S. Conrmissariat, 
A I-Iisfory ojCtljaraf (London, 1938). Vol. I. Sec a h  M. L. Dames, "The Portuguese and Turks in the 
Indian 0cc;ln in the Sixteenth Ccntury," Jo~rrttlrl ojrhc Royal Asirrfic Society (1921). pp. 1-28; and 
the sr~pplc~i~c~rtnry :~rticle by E. L). ILoss, "Thc Portuguese in India :rnd Ar,rbi:~ bet wee^^ 1507 urcl 
1517." in ibid., pp. 545-62. For carlier titncs sec L. Stclnbad~. "Gujarat as Knowu to Medieval 
Europe," Procrcdinp ojrhc It9ot1 Historical Cortgres, V11 (1956)~ 292-95. 

The Portrg~rese Profile 

strategic location of the city of Cambay. With the appearance of the Portuguese 
in the Indian Occan in the sixteenth ccntury, the rulers of Gujarat, dong with 
their Egyptian coreligionists, were quick to realize that the Christians would 
eventually threaten thcir vital maritime corlnections with the West. The 
Gujaratis therefore combined forces with the Egyptians to prevent the Portu- 
guese from controllirlg the strategic ports of Ormuz at the cntrancc to the 
Pcrsian Gulf and of Aden at the southern portal to the Red Sea. The Portu- 
guese, on their side, soon came to redize that thcir position in southern India and 
thcir fcccdon~ to s:d in the Indian Occan and f,~rtller cast deperldcd up011 their 
ability to check or ovcrwl~clm the Muslim powers whose lcadillg rcprcscl~tativc 
in Asian waters was the Sultanate of (;,?jarat. Thus, the issue was joined bctwee~l 
Portugal and Gujnrat bcforc the end of the first decade of European activity 
India. 

The Zarnorin of Calicut in 1507 requested aid of the Sultan of Gtjarat to 
help h i ~ n  wage wnr agaitlst those who were threatening to disrupt the profitable 
coastal and oceanic trade so vitd to both of thcir states. 1 Iowcvcr, the Gujaratis, 
who had suffered at the hands of the Portugucsc the year before in the defense 
of Orn~uz,  were disinclitlcd to engage the Europcatls at too grcat a distance 
from their home bases. So it was not until 1507-8, when the Portuguesc moved 
northward to the Deccan coast, that the combined Egyptian and Gujarati fleets 
descended upon them without warning at Chaul.40' T o  avenge this defeat, 
Viceroy d'Almeida in 1509 brought a great new Heet northward. plundcrrd 
Dabhul, and then proceeded to the island of Diu at the entrance to the Gulf of 
Cambay. I-Iere 11c met and decisively defeated the con~bincd flcets in a naval 
battle which haltcd the Muslim attack.402Among the spoils of victory the I'ortu- 
gucsc acquired a nu~nber of books in various languages as well as thc battle 
flags of the Egyptian sultatl. The captured banners wcre take11 to Portugal and 
hung from the walls of the Templars' church in Tomar. the hcadquartcrs of 
the crusading Order of Christ. D'Almeida did not feel strong enough to storm 
tllc fortrcs of IIiu, and so :tfter his victory he returned to Chad,  intitnidated 
the ruler of Almladnagar, and forced 111m to pay tribute. 

After Albuqucrque's first rictory at Goa in 1510, Sultan Mahmiid I of 
Gujarat setlt an envoy to Cannallorc to request peace and at1 alliance with 
I'ortugal. The envoy also carried two letters from the Sultan's capital at Chzni- 
p h e r  addressed to Albuqucrque; one was from Christians who were captive 
there, and the other fro111 Malik Gopi, the ministcr oftllc Sultall. The Portuguese 
comma~~dcr pro~niscd thc envoy he would visit Grlj:lr.~t to nrmngc tcrtlls for all 
alliance, and then he proceeded to his major task of preparillg for the second 
descent on Goa. Once Albuqucrquc had clearly established I'ortugucsc hcgc- 
mony ovcr Goa, diplomatic relations with the new rider of Gujarat, Sultan 

4 0 1  On the dare o f  this M u d i ~ n  victory (January, 1508) see Kou,  loc. cif. (n. 4 4 ,  p. 547. 
402 Intbrnr:~tioll on this battle is derived solely frorn I'ortug~rcse, Turkisl~, and Arabic histories. 

The contcllrporary Gujnrati historians make IIO tticntion o f  this dckat it1 tlieir :t~rnnls. Scc Co1111tlisra- 
riat. op. cif. (n. qw), I, 247-48. 



Muzaffar 11 (reigned 1511-26), became more rcgular.403 At the end of 1512 
Albuqi~crc~ue received fro111 Lisbon the tcrrns which he sl~ould insist upon as 
the bvis for an alliance. They involved permission to erect a fortress on the 
island of Diu. a request that Gujarati tradcrs d d  exclusively with Goa, and 
the rcquirel~~ent that the Sultan should have no fi~rther cowlections with the 
Egyptians or Turks. 

After a fcw tentative efforts to feel out the Sultan, the Portugucsc in I 514 
setit an impressive embassy to the court of Muzafir 11. Even beforc the envoys 
arrived at the Sultan's court, it had beconlc clear that Malik Ayaz, the governor 
orDiu, hat1 convil~ced the govcrllnlcnt of Gujamt that it sho~dd not yield to the 
dcmaud for a fort~ess at Diu. The l'ortugucsc envoys. armed with gifts of cloth, 
silver, and horses, nevertheless proceeded to the Sultan's court whlch was then 
being held at AhmadiibXd. In their negotiations with the royal officials, the 
Portugucsc were offered various sites for a fortress but not Diu. The Sultan was 
apparently convinced, despite thc tempting bait of increased revcnucs from 
tradc which the I'ortugucsc held before Ilim, that the Europcarls might use a 
fortress at Diu as a bastion from wllicl~ to attack the mainland.404 Upon the 
L~ilure of these ncgotiations, the Portuguese cllvoys returned to Goa accom- 
panied by a rhinoceros. the Sultan's gift to Albuqucrque. (It was tllis rhinoceros 
that was sent on to Europe in 1514, and confined in the king's menagerie at 
LisLurl ul~til 1517. Thc animal was finally dispatched to Rome as n gift to Pope 
Leo X. Though it perished in a shipwreck on the Mediterranean, the carcass 
was washed ashore. It was subsequently stuffed and sent on to the I4oly Father.) 

After ncgotiations broke down, a stalemate dcvclopcd in Portugnl's rclatio~ls 
with Gujarat. The Portugucse stubbornly persisted in demanding pcrnlission 
to erect a fortress at Dill; the Sultan remained adamant and proceeded to fortify 
t l~c  island agaunt a possible attack. Located off the southern shore of the Kalllia- 
war Peninsula. Diu's trading prosperity was based on ease of access, a very good 
liarbor. and frecdo~n from the intluc~icc of the d.ungcrous tides, currcntr, and 
shoals of the Gulf of Cambay which ~nenaced shipping at othcr Gujarati ports. 
From the Portuguese viewpoint, Diu. in addition to its natural advantages as a 
tr.tdirig cc~ltcr, wits also a potc11ti.11 nlcnacc as a base firr Musliul (Turkish- 
Gujarati) attacks. It was therefore pri~llarily on strategic grounds that the 
Portugucse persisted in thcir efforts to estabhsh an outpost at Diu. 

Though the successors of Albuqucrquc sought t l~ro~lgh diplomacy and 
sporadic coastal raids to change the Sultan's mind, t l~c  Gujarati rcfi~scd to budge. 
fsirmlly, in the reign of Sultan Bahsdur Shah (1526-37), the I'ortuguese managed 
to advance their positio~~ in northern India at the cxpcnse of Gujarat. While 
preparing to do battle with the Mughul emperor, Humayun, the ruler of 
Gujarat tried to obtain help fro111 the Portugucsc viceroy, Nuno da Cunha 
(in office 1529-38). In return for a promise of aid, IIah%dur, by a treaty of 1534, 
ceded 13asscin with all its territories and rcvcrlues in perpetuity to tllc I'ortuguesc. 

403 fiid., 1). 293. 
4O4 Ibid., pp. 295-96. 

The following year, despite I'ortugucsc aid, Bahidur was defeated by the 
Mughuls. 111 return for their providing him with sanctuary, Bahiidur was 
required to permit the Lusitanians to build a fortress at Diu. After Bahiidur's 
death at their hands in 1537, the Portugucse assumed sovereignty over Diu and 
took over its elltire administration. Sl~ortly thereafter, a messenger was dis- 
patched overland to carry the good tidings to Lisbon.405 P~r tug~eSe  troubles 
were not over, however. because the garrison at Diu was seriously besieged in 
1538 and again in 1546. The success of the I'ortugucse in withstanding the 
second siege of Diu was one of the last of their great exploits in India, for 
tlicrcaftcr their power began to want in Europc and India, and. as we earlier 
pointed out,40Qhis was related to the breakdown of their spice monopoly. 
Still, the Portuguese managed to retain their hold on Diu, and it remained a 
l'ortuguese possession to 1962.4~7 Basscin, on the other hand, was lost to the 
Marathis in 1729. 

A number of the European writers on India visited Gujarat bcfore thc middle 
of the sixtcer~tll century and tl~cy subsequcntly relayed to Europc a substantial 
amount of data about it. Varthema, who visited the city of Cambay in 1504. 
describes it at greater length than he does most of the othcr places on his itinerary. 
Albuquerquc, who actually spent six days at Diu h1 1513 while waiting for 
ship repairs, wrote in considerable detail on his diplomatic relations with 
Gljarat, and a large part of this infornlation was published in the Cott~tiletitaries. 
Pires' description of Cambay based on his traveh in India during 15 r I - 1 2 ~ ~ '  

was translated and ~ublished by Ramusio in ISSO as was the account by Barbosa, 
who travcled in Gujarat around 1515. The latter presents in his Book the most 
reliable and interesting account of the seaports of Gujarat ever to bc printcd. 
Castanhcda, who acconlpanicd Nuno da Cuda 's  unsuccessful expedition agahst 
Diu in r 53 I ,  describes at sonic length its positior~ in trade and strategy before 
the Portugucse takeover.4w But for his generd description of Gujarat, Castan- 
lieda sccrns to rely heavily on Pircs .md Barbosa. Orta, who went to Diu in 
1535 xvitli the expeditio~~ that cstablisl~cd a Portugucse rortrcss tlicre, dso visited 
the city of Cambay and the isla~lds of Uassein, Salsette, andElephanta.41° In the 
first three Dcbidtls by IJarros there arc only incidental references to Gujarat, 
prcsuri~ably bccausc Barros Cclt that lie could add very little to Isarbosa's 
account.+" The systematic discussion of Gujarat which appears in the fourth 
llic!cadr~ was probably the work of the continuator, and since it was not 
published until the s c v e ~ ~ t c e ~ ~ t h  ccntury it will not be considered herc. 

40s Ibi~l.. pp. 385-86. 
406 Abovc, pp. 128-29. 
407 For a history of the island during its Portuguese pcriod see A. U. de Bragan~a Pereirq OS 

Port~~g~rws nn Dill (Rastori, n.d.). 
408 For thc dating of his travels see Cortes30 (cd.), op. ril. (n. g), I, xxiv. 
409 Arcvedo (ed.). op. cif. (11. r7), 1V. 242-SJ; also I, 385-87. 
+lo 0 1 1  hir travcls in these rcgiotls see A. X. Soam, "Garcia d'Orta, a Littlc Known Owncr of 

Bolnb:~y," J~III ,I<I/  oJrhe B o ~ ~ d o ~  Ornt~ck njllrc R o y d  Asir~tic Society, XXVl (1921-23), 204-7. 
411 Cf. the discussion in Dames (ed.), op. cit. (n. 5). 1, xudi-vii. 



head as a woman would tic her tresses, and IIC has a whltc beard which reachcs to 
llis gircUc."428 

Mahmiid's son, Muzaffar II (reigned 151 1-26), came to the throne when he 
was alrnost forty years of age and shortly bcfore Pircs visited Gujarat. The 
l'ortugucse traveler rcports that Ile was thcn at war with thc neigllloring princes 
of Mdwa. Sind, and the Rajput confederacy ' and to somc extent with Delhi.''+Zg 
Gujarat is protccted from invasions by Delhi, however, by thc high Mdwa 
plateau which scparatcs the two statcs, and by the activitics of a "Gujarat 
Jogee" who controls thc only pass connccting thcm.430 MuzaK~r is jutigcd as 
being "given to all manner of vice in c:riitlg and lechery" and of spending most 
ofthe tinic "among his wonlen stupefied with opiurn."43l In all other matters he 
is said to be " judicious."432 The Sultan is aided in governing by "Milagobim" 
(Malik Gopi, a Ilrahmarl of Surat and "fricnd of the l'ortuguesc"), "Cl~amlc- 
~nalcc" (IClwam-ul-Mulk, titlc of the grcat noble, Malik Sarang), "Asturnlalec" 
(unic~critificd).~~~ arid   cod and an^" (possibly Khush-'ndam, whose titlc was 
Imad'l-Mulk). Each of these emirs lias a vast retinue of tnour~tcd followers, and, 
as grcat lords native to tlie kingdonl, tllcy share with the sultan in the administra- 
tion ofjustice, governrncnt, and revenues. Whcn the rulcr dies, they are said 
to act as "the clcctors of the kingdom." In addition to his noble advisers, 
M u d a r  is reputed to possess "up to a thousand wivcs and concubincs"43~ of 
whom the leading orrc was ayl~arcntl~ s Rajput wor11a11.43; 

The sultan with his court usually resides at Chzmphcr. a fortified mountain 
town whose ruins stand today a short distance northeast of Baroda. Captured in 
1484 from the Rajpitts, it retn;tit~cd thc royal stronghold, minting ccntcr. ancl 
capital of Gujarat until its conqucst by the Mugh~tl ctnpcror, Ilumnyun, in 
1535. At thc tinlc when Castanhcda was in India ( I  528-38). the city is reputed to 
have had 130.000 hearths cnclosed witllin seven strong walls. Thc royal palaces, 
warehouses, and arsenals. "which occupy as nluch spacc as Evora,"436 are 
scparatcd from ~ h c  rcst of thc city by a wall that has iron gates at its threc 
portals. The only persons pernlittcd to go within thc wall are the sultan, his 
wivcs, household officials, and tax collectors. Thc countryside around &c city is 
"a lat~tl of broad p1.1in~ wl~icl~ yield grc:lt storc of food" so tl1.1t "in the city 

''8 Tcn~plc (ed.), op. cif. (n. 233). p. 45. For cotnmcnt on this enornlou5 mustache and thc possiblc 
relationship of it to the sohriquct  bega ad.^" (impotent) under which Mal1m6d I is known to posterity 
scc Cornllliunrint, yl. cif. (11. .loo), 1, 232-33. 

4'9 CortcJio (cd.), op. cif. (n. p). I, 36. Sec k l o w ,  p. 420. 
' 3 0  Ibid. For a nlore detailed account of"thc king of thc loghc" or Yogis KC Varthcma i l l  Tcniple 

(crl.), oft. cif. (n. 233), pp. 46-47. This is possibly n reference to the cl~ief of  a tribc known as thc 
Gor. khnatlra Gosains (Yule and Bun~cll, op. rit. 111. 101, p. 352). None o f  the Portuguese who visit 
Gujarat aftcr Pircs remarks on thus rulcr. 

4 J r  Pircs in Corresfo (ed.), op. tit. (n. g), 1, 40. 
+l2 Ibirl. Cornmisunriat, o j ~  fir. (n. ~ o o ) ,  1, 290-92 calls hiru the " c l e ~ ~ ~ e n t "  rulcr and describes his 

regime as "liberal and tolcrant." 
"3 Listed also by Albuq~~crque in Birch (trans.), op. cif. (11. I 16), IV, 108. 
'34 Pircs in Cortesfo (cd.), 011. cif. (n. g), 1, 41. 
43s Albuqucrque in Birch (trans.), op. cif. (n. I I ~ ) ,  IV, 107. 
436 A Z C V C ~ O  (ed.), op. cif. (11. 17). 11. 319. 

il 

The Port~yrese  Profile 

thcre is cnough arid to spare of all things."437 In the mo~~~ltains surro~lidi~lg the 
plain tlicre is much game, arid Mutzdar I 1  dotncsticatcs vlinlals for Ilulitil~g and 
collects wild animals from all over the world as a hobby. It was this ruler who 
sent the rhinoceros from his nlcnageric to Albuquerque. The Conrrrrentories of 
Albuqucrque record dct.ails or] the reception accorded a Persi:~n embassy at 
Chiimp?iner in I S 11-13 and on thc diff~culties which dcvclopcd bctwccn the 
envoy's rctinue and the retainers of a visiting priticc from Mdwa.439 As on the 
occasion of the l'ortugucsc cn~bassy of 1514 to Cl15mp5ncr, the Sultar~ sent 
thc Persian envoys off with a gift rhinoceros. 

I~cca~tsc of t l~c constarit threat of war from thc ILajputs and otllcr ncighloring 
peoples, the Sultan of G~ijarat must constantly bc preparcd for losti\itics. In 
additio~l to powerful horse arid elephant units, he maintains a large standing 
army, rccruitcd mostly from Corcigrl Muslim advcnturcrs to whom he pays 
high salxries.439 Thc horsen~c~l are "so light and skillful in the saddle"44O that 
they play polo for recrcation. When girded for war, the foreparts of the horscs 
are protcctcd by stiff'caparisons :111d their riders wcar coats of mail or quilted 
cotton jackets and carry shields, swords, a ~ d  a Turkisli bow.4J1 While tllc horses 
are nativc to Gujarat, thc elephants havc to bc imported at high cost from Ccylon 
and Malabar. Still, the r~tlcr of Gitjarat maintains a standing forcc of four or fivc 
hundred fighting elephants who are outfitted for battle and used in conlbat as is 
customary in other parts of India. Like the armies of the Deccan, those of 
Gujarat are also using imported artillery by the beginning of the sixteenth 
century. 

The general descriptio~u of life in Gtjarat relate to conditions in I S I S  and 
shortly bcfore.44~ Evcn Castarlhcda's account of social organiwtior~ appears to 
be based on thc earlier eycwitncss reportsof Pires and narbosa. All thcEuropca~ls, 
bcghling with Varthcma, rcrnark on tlie rnisL:d popr~l;u.io~l of the country. In 
the interior the majority of the people are Hindu; in the seaports the Moors 
and their practiccs predominatc.443 Tlic Hindus, who count for "almost the 
third part of the kingdon1."4"4 arc divided into thrcc ~tlajor groups: Rajputs or 
thc fighters. Banyii or thc merchants. Brahmans or the priests. The Kajputs, who 
live it1 tnol~nt:~it~ villages, havc no rulcr of their own and they wage war 
constar~tly against the Sultan of G~tj:lrat.445 111 additioti to being csccllent 
horsenlcn and archers. the Rajputs arc distinguished fro111 othcr Hindus by the 
Ihct that they "kill and cat shecp :~nd fis11 and other kiuds of foo~l."4~.'~ 

437 Uarbou in Dames (ed.), op. cif. (11. S ) ,  I, 123-24. 
+Ja Bircl~ (trans.), op. cif. (11. 116). IV, Rz-85. 
439  Castnnheda in Azcvcdo (cd.), q>. cif. (n. 17), 11, 316. 
440 Barbosa in Dnmcs (ed.), op. nt. (11. 5). I, 119. 
441 Pires in CortcsHo (ed.), op. cif. (n. q), I, 33-34. 
44: Con~rnissari.~t, oy. rir. (11. ,boo), 1, chap. xx uses the reports of  Albuquerquc and Dnrbosa as the 

basis for his description o f  Gltjnrat in~n~cdiately follo\ving the long reigr~ o f M . ~ h ~ n i i d  I, which ended 
in 1511. Ilc calls (p. 254) Darbosa's "3 rcliablc 3nd interesting account." 

443 Cnstanheda in Azcvcdo (cd.), op. cif. (11. 17), 11, 314. 
4 4 4  Pires in Cortcriio (cd.), 01'. tit. (n. g), 1, 39. 
445 Barbosa in Dames (ed.), op. rir. (n. S), I, 110. 446 Ibid. 




