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A RHINOCEROS HUNT.
BY NIMEOD:

. Two English-, office
named Pentgbroh'

ventured from Cape
interig 3

respectively
tephens, had
far into the

sometimes’ acdompiiiied By aflap of the
mms, {iliey. Had’ erx w rt,
‘Jimiﬁ eth) mget genuy,
‘and of tlie! ditkeapn}’ es. f the ante,
lope} in great: glipndnos’ :f. e
. Opie morping;ss s #ymetimes' thelr
sét oﬂ?ﬂgl:? y

: o gl .
which they .hsd wounded the night
before at a fodntain near the camp,
where the animal, with many others, bad
come to slake his thirst durg:g the hours
of darkness. The trail being marked by
blood, they were enabled to follow it
easily, and did so for a iderable dis-

rated
1 briinches;-biishes; bi

Stephens, riding out from his companion,
who now be 0 reload with all haste,
fired both 8 at the head of the

beast. More good luck than skill,
one of the balls struck=hiin, i the left
eyein a way to’ d ion with-

out mortally” weinding bimi snd the
other went through his “flexible upper
mdrp‘i blgod, and the twp enraging
t0 perfect madness, s

‘With a snort "of fury; the animal now
mgde'n de?ergtp charge for his last as-
sailant, an for half a mile
with such hepdlong velocity, that at the
end of that spade pot more than twenty
yards- divided them, although Stephens
had o his Heet horse do his utmost,
and torn his clothes in ribbons, and lace-
his'fiine ang Arms. h:; tact with

there was little chance of his éagape;

dead race, he now bethought’him of
cloublin§l upon his pursuer, aud fortu-
nately chose his blind side, and soon had
the satisfaction of finding himself beside
him. Pombroke now rode up, and, while

tance. It led them into a thick, dark
wood, which they had penetrated for
something like a mile, when they were
somewhat spartied by hearinxf § strange
' kind-gf snfrting; and a blowing; sound,
'accompanied <with giloud tuit in’gfnd
crushing of bushes ahead of them.
“Simultaneonsly drawingupthetr hrorses,
they listened for a few tothese
peculigr; sopnds, looking inquiringly';%"
each other.

~ $“What-is-it, Stephens? -asked- Pem—
broke, in a low, guarded tone.

“I cannot imagine,” returned the’
other, ‘‘unless it is an elephant. I have
never heard anything exactly like it
before; but from what I have read and
been told, I should not be greatly sur-.
prised to find it one of those monstrous
e 4 o 9

erhapsit isour dying giraffe ?”’ sug-
gested Pembroke. Eet €
¢TIt may be, and I hope it is, forI am_
replly anxious to secure one of those
'long-necked fellows. But we waste time:
here,”’“he pursued, looking at the caps,
of his. double-barreled hunting-piece.
“Let us ride cautiously forward, and be
pxyﬁlared for the worst,” '
¥ .The two hunters accordingly advanced
at a slow gait in the direction of the
noise, which continued as they had flrst
hiedrd it, but grew more audible every
moment. Soon they reached a large
thigket of wait-a-bit thorns, which
stretohed away to the right and left, and
Was as impassable as a hedge, and from
beyond which-game the blowing, snort-
ing, and.th¥ashing sounds, louder than

rtajnl gome large beast,™
W) d “Pembroke; “perhaps two of
| them, éngagéd s flerce encounter; but
they 'avh’ evidently not carnivorous, or
we should hear their furious growls.”
| - .Otice. more carefully looking to their
‘weapons, the ient_lemen rode carefnlly
round the thicket till they came to an
opening like an .avenue, through which
they- could’ see  what. was taking place:
and there, to their great surprise, they
beheld a large, black, one-horned rhino-
ceros, . furiously engaged in chargin
upon a clump of bushes which he seeme
determined to destroy, and a considera<
ble portion of which®he had already
broken down, uprooted, and trampled
under hig heavy feet. A
This being the first of the species that
eithei of the hunters had ever seen, and
not knowing that it was the habit of the
beast 80 to conduct himeelf at certain
periods during a wild, mad fresk, they
were greatly astonished and knew mnot
‘'what to think of it. At first they were
disposed to believe that there must be
some small animal orsnake in the bushes,
which had aroused the fury of the mon-
ster; but after watching him some time;

the rbi 0s was beating about in a
.fury, managed to get within twenty
yards, and give him two shots in his left
shoulder, one of which fortunately took
eflect. . ;[‘lli:e‘enmg animal vivhc‘gled axl:d
3 & 2y i at his foe, who
:":guﬂl’yf}:l:iﬁéd rjfnp, when, seeming
suddenly to think he was not going to
[Nave the best of the fight, hie turned and
madp off as fagt as he could, , .
, *yTBi8 was hé turning- point:in favor of
the hunters, who, with shouts of joy,
-pursued hinr for-more-than a mile, each
alternately fgiviu,g him the contents of
bis rifle as fast'as he could load and fire.
At length the beast came to bay, weak
and bleeding;, in a small thicket, and,
springing from his horse, and takin,
position directly in front of him, Ste.
phens fired both barrels at his head,
he beast now made another charge, and
the daring hunter, attempting to fly,
slipped, and went down right before
him, Before he could regain.his feet,
the huge animal had passed almost over
him without seeing him, oné of his feet
Jjust ing his head. " .
A few more shots then settled the bu-
siness, and the hunters finally returned
to camp, bearing in triumph the hard,
polished horn of the brute, and thank-
ing heaven' they were alive to tell the

they became satisfied that he was merely
venting his rage upon inanimate objects;
and then oalne the important question
ag to what they then themselves had
better do under the circumstances, It
was clearly evident that the- furious
animal was notaware of their proximity,
and they might easily steal awayas they
had come, unobserved; but this, in the
eyes of hunters, looked like cowardice,
and both felt a natural ambition to add
the monster to their stock of specimens,
or at least secure his horn as'a trophy of
their prowess.

¢+Shall we fire upon him?"’ whispered
Pembroke, with a nervous working of
his fingers about the lock of his rifle,

“If we do,” replied the other, “I fear
our leaden bullets will not penetrate his
thick hide, and then most likely he will
‘make a rush for us.”

“But our horses are fleet and in good
condition, and we came into this wilder-
ness to take our chances,”’ said his com-
panion, -,

“True,” replied Stephens, ¢and I am
a8 anxious to kill the beast as you are.
At all events, suppose we make the trial.
Do. you fire first, then, aiming for his
fore-shoulder, and if you can succeed in
crippling him, I think the rest may be
snfely managed.” .

Nothin%‘ ut his intense occupation
with his harmless but furious work of
destroving the clomp of bushes before
him, and the loud blowing, snorting,
mmping, and thrashing noise he him-
self made, had thus far kept the dan-
gerous animal from deteoting the pre-
sence of his enemies; forthe horses of
the hunters, unaccustomed: to such a
sight, had all the time been very rest-
less, champing their bits, snorting, rear-
ing, and dancing; so that now, when
Pembroke had resolved to fire, he found
it impossible for some minutes to get
anﬁﬂnng like a correct aim, -

.But atlength there chanced a favorable
moment, with one side of the huge beast
towards him, and he fired both barrels
of his rifle in quick succession. .The
balls evidently hit the point aimed at;
but for any good they disftheymight as
well have been flattened against a stone
wall. The rhinoceros sprang aside as if
rather startled than hurt, wheeled face
to his foes, and, catching a sight of them,
made a sudden and furious rush for-
ward, with elevated head, and a noise
something betweena grunt and a bellow.

Not troubling himself to take the open
avenue through the thicket, he crashed
madly thronglllx the hedgelike thorn-
bushes, trampling them down as if they
were 80 many weeds. Without waiting
for him to reach them, both hunters put
spurs to their horses, and when the
savage beast appeared on the near side
of the bushy barrier, they were at least
a hundred yards distant, and ridiog for
;heir lives among the tall trees of the

orest.

On seeing the hunters flying so fast
before him, the hnf;e animal suddenly
came to a balt with a lond, blowing
sound, and seemed undecided whether to
pursue them or beat a retreat. At this
the hunters also checked their flight, and

story of their perilous adventure. ’
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