Zimbabwe:

1 A Y
L ‘ gj \%
| N P2 K
éé°:s"] ii* % Eﬂ} %ﬁ:‘ﬁr‘;

é%imcn Z%‘}Ht:w indepand r hi ithifutt Vi - teg in orderio b
1980, gs .)lﬁ]Ci( rhtno popul | | |

pro%ﬂ?&lv 2 l{%IOD anlm@? .L_ | ol i - i - . :%:n 2.t_a

in Matusadona IFZ, poad
around 1,300 were concentrat
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the Sebungwe and Hwange regions and « A rhing custodianship scheme, whereby

Gonarezhou National Park, In response, 190 rhinas were moved fo private land + Parks are losing up to ten men per month,
a national rhina conservation strategy in the Lowveld region. The landowners largely through mortality aggravated by
was launched with the following main undertook to look after them on behaif HIV/AIDS. Posts are frozen and no new
components: of the state. By 2000, despile some manpower has been recruited for

poaching problems, black rhing three years
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. , + Fuel and maize-meal shortages have
conservancies had doubled, ach

really reduced the ability of the patrol
some of the fastest growth rates 9 e B

and the more effective patroliing teams to operale effectively
ever recorded

+ Creation of four IPZs (Intensive
Protection Zones) within National Parks.
These received significant donaor suppaort,
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acclaim within the international conservation
community. Almost three guarters of Save the Rhino has made twa initial
Zimbabwe's black rhinos are on commercial emeargency granis:
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the Lowveld conservancies of Save Valley,
Bubiana and Chiredazi River.

and for patrol vehicle fuel.

farms and conservancies, with o ] . S
= E2,500 will pay the salaries of six rhino

manitoring scouls for six months in the
Lowveld conservancies {Save Valley,

In the last three years, however, the rhino Bubizna and Chiredzi River), and help
populations have again come under threat, buy some eqguipment such as GPS units
The rhino custodianship scheme has been and binoculars.

greatly undermined by the large-scale land
invasions throughout Zimbabwe and the
deterigrating economic and political
sifuation. Subsistence farming in former

» E2,500 for fuel for the anti-poaching
patrol vehicles in Matusadaona and
Sinamatella. One month’s fuel costs
arcund E1,000. (The UK Rhino Group
and the Barn Free Foundation have
each contributed a further £500)

custodianship areas has displaced rhinos
from their home ranges; fires started for
bush-clearing have swept out of control

through vast areas; and perimeter game We will monitar the situation closely.
fencing around conservancies has been tarn Emergency funding is always a difficult
down, the wire being used to manufacture decision: grants to Zimbabwean projects
snares for bushmeat. Foaching has returned are "high risk", yet the rhino population
with a vengeance. is an immensely important one and
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snaring, with twenty more having to he Cathy Dean




