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The most endangered mammal on Earth, t he  Sumatran rhino, has seen 
its population decline by more than fifty percent in t he  last 15 years. 



Disappearing Act 
Today, all five rhino species are threatened Historic Distribution 
with extinction. Their future depends upon 
strengthening our commitment to conservation - @ Current Distribution dr,tsric decline ~ r s ~ ~ l i e d  iron1 the 
together we can make a difference! demand Ibl rhino horn I>clir\-rd ro hnx.e 

'BLACK RHlNO 
Diceros bicorriis 

Ceratotherium simum 

INDIAN RHlNO , 

Rhinoceros unicornis 

Population: 2,400 ........................ 

JAVAN RHlNO 
Rhinoceros sondaicus 

Population: 60 .................. 
. - 

I 

l 

SUMATRAN RHlNO 
Dicerorhinus sumatrensrs 

Q Occurrence 
Unconfirmed 
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The recovery o f  the  Indian r h i no  has paralleleci its African 
cousins. There are n o w  over 2,400 Indian rhinos surviving. 

Catastrophe at  
Sungai Dusun 
Adopted from "Catastrophe at Sungai Dusun" as 
appeared on www.rhinos-irf.org, by Dr. Torn Foose. 

C onservation organizations prefer t o  
announce successes and achievements. 

At  other times, there are needs for 
notification of crises that require action and 
support. But sometimes, there are also 
significant seibacks to report. 

From April through November of 2003, 

and particularly the last two weeks of that 

period, a major catastrophe occurred at the 
Sumatran Rhino Conservation Center a t  
Sungai Dusun in Penins~lar Malaysia. 

In April, an adult female rhino "Rima" 
died, most likely from tetanus. This loss was 
most unfortunate because Rima was a 

known breeder. She had been captured 
pregnant in the mid 1980s but most of her 
pregnancy occurred while she was in  
captivity. She died the day after what was 
most likely a successful breeding. 

But the worst was yet to occur. From 
October 28 to November 16, five other 
animals died: the sole male Ara (who 

appeared to be reproductively healthy) and 
four females Minah (who was the youngest 

and had recently resumed normal 
reproductive cycles), Panjang, Seputih, and 

Mas Merah. Thus the largest population of 
Sumatran rhinos in  captivity had been 
annihilated. 

The cause of this tragedy is not yet 
verified but is probably either a very virulent 
and infectious disease or an environmental 
toxin. Sungai Dusun has maintained healthy 
Sumatran rhinos for over 15 years without 

(Continued on page 8) 
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any similar incidents. Moreover, these deaths 
decimated the population despite the heroic 
efforts of the Center's Curator and 
Veterinarian Dr. Mohd Aidi, assisted by a 
team of veterinarians led by Dr. Vellayan 
from the National Zoo in Malaysia. Also 
consulting long distance were Dr. Robin 
Radcliffe of Fossil Rim Wildlife Center and Dr. 
Terri Roth from the Cincinnati Zoo & 

Botanical Garden. Providing overall 
coordination of these efforts has been Mohd 
Khan, Chair of the IUCNISSC Asian Rhino 
Specialist Group and of the Malaysian Rhino 
Foundation. 

Despite these setbacks, many of the 
Sumatran rhino conservationists believe we 
must persevere to develop a viable program 
of captive propagation as a supplement and 
back-up t o  the primary program of 
protecting the species in the wild against 
ever increasing odds. Hence, the program at 
the Cincinnati Zoo and a t  the Sumatran 
Rhino Sanctuary in Way Kambas National 
Park will continue. For now, the conservation 
program for Sumatran rhino in Peninsular 
Malaysia (where perhaps 75 rhino survive in 
the wild) wil l concentrate on supporting 
Rhino Protection Units (RPUs), the teams 
that patrol the forests to deter poaching and 
protect wi ld rhinos. 

The Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden is 
proud to partner with the Intern6rional 
Rhino Foundation and it's mission to 
support and operate rhino conservation 
and research programs both in nature 
and in captiviu with particular emphas~s 
on intensive management and protection. 

de<iznccl t i t  1101 only raise. .i\\arcllcs. but a1.o t o  p r o l i d c  partic.ipants \\.iih t l~c.  t o o l 5  
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The  popu la t ion  o f  w h i t e  rhinos has recovered t o  abou t  11,670. 
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Preparing for Emi's Unprecedented 

Lmi. Jimrn\. ancl C:hil\\ 'il:. our p.iil' (of' 

Incliari :-hillu.s. ancl oui. I,lacli rhincls. 
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r h i n o  conse~-~-;~ tion. \.i.it oul. \ \  cll.itc 31 
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Encore Performance 

E mi, the critically endangered female 
Sumatran rhino is expecting her 

second calf thls summer. Known 
internationally as the mother of the first 
Sumatran rhino to be bred and born in 
captivity in 112 years, Emi currently is 
more than eight months into a new 
pregnancy. Emi's first calf, Andalas, 
thrived under her attentive care and 
was transferred to the Los Angeles Zoo 
in the summer of 2003 to  make room 
for an expected sibling. 

The success story of Andalas 
exemplifies the power of science in 
endangered species conservation efforts. 
I t  was through research (ultrasound and 
endocrine monitoring) that the birih of a 
Sumatran rhino calf in captivity became 
a reality. These same scientific tools 
were used in producing the current Ultrasound image of Emi's pregnancy at day 60 

pregnancy, abou: which we are all 
optimistic. Emi has a history of early pregnancy loss during the first three months of 
gestation and was prescribed a daily dose of oral progesterone during the previous 
successful pregnancy. This time, Emi is carrying the pregnancy on her own and is more 
than half-way through her 16-month gestation. 

With the birth of Andalas in 2001, the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden provided a 
spark o i  hope for the future of this species. In light of the recent tragedy at the Sungai 
Dusun Reserve in Malaysia, this second pregnancy is that much more important.An encore 
performance by Emi in producing a second calf will make her the only Sumatran rhino in 
history to produce two offspring in captivity. More importantly, i t  is absolutely essential 
both for the contiwed progress of the captive breeding program and, ultimately, for the 
survival of the species. 
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A Call . 

What YOU Can Do to Help 

to  
Learn more about rhinos. Recid Khinos: 

b Natural Historv and Conservation (Worldiife 
Library Series) b) Steve Toon, et a/, or Horr. of 

Action Darkness: Rhinos on the Edoe t:y Carol 
Cunn~nghom ono' lo.1 Berger. 

Spread :he 1vo:d about the rhino crisis. 

.-* 
Tell a irienci, vour childrer or politicians. 

~.&- 

Rhino Conservation 

Help your Cincinnati Zoo & Botancial Garden 
save rhinos from extinction by supporting one 
or more ongoing rhino conservation projects. 

* A n t i - p o a c h i n g  Rhino Pro tec t ion  Un i t s  
* Sumat ran  Rh ino  Capt i ve  Breed ing  P r o g r a m  

Ind ian  Rh ino  Assisted Reproduc t ion  Pro ject  
Buv a rmno pL1intlng ,I unrnue Rhlnocelos G e n e  B a n k ~ n g  Prolect 
gift \ ith a m:anrngful message 
All Droceeus benell1 rhino Rhinoceros Educa t ion  Kit 

consenation (See pq '0) 
To m a k e  a d o n a t i o n  t o w a r d s  

Take part In our Rhino Encounter 

rhino conser 7t1on or c a l l  ( 5 1 3 )  5 5 9 - 7 7 1 6 .  


