
AN ILLUSTRATED INCUNABLE OF PLINY'S NATCRAL 
HISTORY IN THE BIBLIOTECA PALA4TINA, PARMA* 

C 
~ U N T  h t o n i o  Giuseppc della Torre Kezzonico of Ciolno (1 '709 - 1 785). a dis- 
ant relative of Pope Clernent XIII. describes in his Disqltisition~s Pli?~iunu~l the 
copy of' Pliny's *Vatzt.ral History in the edition p1-intt.d at Parma in l481 bj- 

Andreas Portilia.+which he had studied in the 'Royal Library' of Parma. 'This 
copy'. he savs. 'is to be highlj- esteemed for two reasons. First. it has been copiously 
annotated by an allonymous scholar: ancl second. a diligent Piclor drew in the 
margins the irnages of numerous objects.' 'l'llis copy is still in the Bibliotcca Palatina 
of' Parma, the pressmark being Inc. Pal. 1 158. 

Della Torre Rezzonico dates these manuscript annotations at about 1492 on the 
strength of the following subrrriptio (fol. 26(iV) ::' 

The emendations written with black ink are the outcome of' m!. own efforts and lucu- 
brations; some of the111 are ;idrnitteclly in line with Hermolaus's emendations. But readers 
must hear in 1ni11d that J asked tile pertinent clucs~iorls befot.~ 11t. published his work and 1 
still continue to do so. As for the emerldations written with recl ink, we willingly acknowledge 
his authorship. as posterity will do (Pl. 20a). 

It was in 1492 that Hermolaus Barbarus published the C(~sl@tiones Pli?ziut~ae.~ 
The emendations proposed by the unnamed commentator ('castigationes 

atramento scriptae') are o f~en  of high quality. For instance, a passage in Pliny's fish 
catalogue (:Vatural History. xxxii. 151: '... scomber. salpa, horus') receives the 
marginal note: '.sorus. vel sauris'. This conjecture is brilliantly confirmed in the 
foul-th-century Codex Bambergensis.Qvhich constitutes the textual basis for Pliny's 
books xxxii to xxmii-a manuscript not discovered (by Ludwig von Jan) until 1831. 
Modern editors accept the reading saurus of Bambergensis as against the lrorus of all 
prior editions. The Parma incunable has a drawing with the legend 'lwlgari lingua 
suro' (fol. 230Y) illustrating this very phrase and so anticipating the modern 
identification of the saurus with the horse-mackerel or scad (Trachurus Trachurus. 
L). 

Della Torre Rezzonico gives an extensive account of the illustrations in the 
Parma incunable: 

... in the eight11 book we find some emendations and the painted pictures of a rhinoceros 
(fol. 67')' and a white hare (fol. SO''): in the ninth the cornmentator- has added in the 
margin the names of various fish. with the obvious intention of subsequentl~ inserting 

* 1 thank klrs Johanna Kernpel [Waterloo. Canada! "Bamberg. Staatsbi1)liothek. M. l?. 10. See Fr. Leit- 
for correcting my English. s c l ~ u h  and H. Fischer, Ka~alog (%c?- Hcr?zdrclln'fim der 

I I'arma 1767, i i ,  p. 298. Kii~~igI. Bibliothek in U/ir116ng. i. Bamt)r:rg 1895, pp. 43f 
v.. Hain, Rtgerlmmum Bibliographic?tm . . . . Smrtgart (no. 42).  

and Paris 1826-31. "1 3094. i i  cl. E. de  Sainl-llenis, Lu vocabulazr~ des animaux 
:' The edition lacks original foliatiori: the ma~~uscr ip t  trrclrins erc luiin classique. I'aris 1945. pp. Wf. 

folio numbers are later additions. 7 The folio rlun~bers art. added here and elsewhere to 
L' Rome, Eucharius Silber (Hain. as in n.  2. *2120j Kezzonico's test by t11v a u h o ~ .  of the present arricle. I 
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coloured images iri the t~laliks, 111ough he did not car]-\. out the project. The sturgeon 
(tur.~zo) occurs first (fol. S?'), follo\vt.d b\ the lumpfish (scombttr) (fol. 73). an  unlbrina 
(col-crcinus), the per ch (pt~rccr). g1 c-\ mullet ( ~ ~ z z ~ ~ J O .  \ea-bream ( p a p u s ) .  recl 111ullet (mullus) 
(fol. 73'). turbot (r/zomDztsj. sole (soltcc), (fol. 74) and so on. 111 the terlt11 t,ook there F\-as 
origix~allv a rep-esentatiorl of the 1111 thical phoenis (fol. 78'). no1t illicit 1 ~ 1  ~ - ~ ~ ~ i o \ e d .  Then 
come the screech-owl ( ?zoclrta). rlie g~ een woodpecker ( j ~ z ~ l r  c murtzulls) . the nigh tingale 
(lzis~nia [sic] ) (f(11. HI' 1. thv glarr OM (pnssrr) (fol. 821,  the goldfinch (turduc.li\) (fol. 8ZV). the 
bat (ztes~f.rrtihr,) ( fol. 84) . . . 111 thc thirteenth book there is the pomegranalr (??lclbu5 I'u?rzcus) 
(fol. 1 03\ 1, witllou t a caption . . . 111 the fifteenth there are drawings of sollle val-ietieh of 
apricot ( nureurunz ~naloi-lirrr) (101. 1 1 O \ )  ancl plum (prunorzirn) (fol. 1 1 1 ) ~j~i t11  tlieii des- 
ignations added .. . At t11c begin~ling of the eighteenth book  the^ c. ;i~.c. tile 1l;inres ol' some 
kegetableb. first beallr (/ul ln) ( fol .  l.';?\ I cprcsented in excellel~t cc11o111 s . . ,\lit1 tllcrl tlre 
tlornina ce~tse . . .  1111 hook  RSSII I t l ~ ( ' r t '  15 d ~ p ~ c t c d  the mantls S I I I - ~ I I I ~  ( C ( I ) N I I I I I I ~ I \ ) ~  (fol 2 2 3 ) .  

Rezzon~cc)'~ llsl is 110th unspecific .lnd incompletr. To his .lqu.iti( .t~li~nals we 
hai e to add rhe 10110\\111g (111 the 01 del of the miriiatu~ es) : ' I  11~. spx-1 OM ($as.re,-) 
M-hich is identical with tht. f l~ ing  gul-nard ( tnrlrlus) ':" cacka~ rl (~rrr t~~rrr)  (fol. 74) : 
squid (lollzgoj: black-f~sh I (two representations): octopus (j)olv%)tcr murlnuc) 
(fol. 74\): the lobste~ (f)ugu~tic) (PI. 2Ob): '1 crab (ku) (fol 7.5): s l ~ r i ~ n p  (.squrlln 
fiarva): pinna (pzrznn): sclr~d\ I ? )  r'lj ( ~ u r a )  (fol. i 6 j ) ;  a shark (ctrnlc.tilu): the MeeLer- 
(uranezcs) (fol. 77) : slrnd (t?zchlrrs) : garfish i nczts slut helone) : rock gob\ (goblrrs) (fol. 
-F ' ) (Pl. 20c) : stal-fish ( rrl,llu) ( fol. 78) : horse-mackerel (sou? rcs i ) t [ l g~~7  llnpcrr ctrrol 
(fol. 230' 1. The peacock (pnlfo) (fol 80) and the hoopoc (zd$lipn) (fol. 811) C ~ I  e to 
be included ~ i t h  the l311 ds. To the i~ uits and plants should he added i l l 1  ee \ arleties 
of quince ( mus(ntnr pretote. cl17 u,omellu. ?nziluzana) (fol. 110'). some sol ts of plums 
( uenltolo?. n rpu .  ccl)zdzcu)l r ho?rlcu~-ra, nsznznn) . the apricot ( a  c u )  . peaches 
( malzrza 01 ncici@u?za (:) . P ~ c ( o ( ~ u n z ) .  an apple (ortomast?cn) (fol. 1 1 1 ) . pears (ppru?n 
superbum. sertenu?2um. dolobell~r~?~zcm) (fol. 11 l \ ) ,  the almond (legend l'lcking). 
chestnuts (tarent,rru. bnlunztl~) ; cx-ob ( r ~ l ~ g u a ) .  mulberr, (nrorn) (fool. 1 11'9. straw 
berry (fi-ago lerrestrzs) . s t ~  awberrv-tl ee ( unedo) . gooseberr~ ( A L I T I  U\ ~ I I  o~~acl~arztus) .  
some \ arietles of chel-r\ (uf!to,rlunu. ad la ,  dzcmctna. luurljr~. nraccdonlu. (lru?r~uece?usz). 
cornel berr! (cmnrcs) , and the black olive (legend lacking) (fol. l 1  3 ) .  

Our Parma i~oluine thus has the following total of illustrations: 2 terrestrial 
animals. 8 birds (including vespertzlro). 31 fruits and 26 aquatic animals. Of the 
orignal 70 dranings. 67 lemained when Rezzonico saw it. the phocnix. peacock 
and leo (a ~ a r i e ~  of crab) havlng ,ill eadv been cut out. Rezzon~co specifies on11 the 
phoenis as missing. 

The marginal d ra~ ings  i,11 1 in q~lalin. For the birds and the land animals. the 
artist o b ~ i o u s l ~  depends on an o lde~ iconographic tradition. \+hence the lather 
schematic design of the plurn'ige in the drawing of the screech-0141. the spar 1 7 0 i + .  or 
the hoopoe. and the an,ltontical lapse in the rendering of the g ~ e e n  ~oodpecker.  
where the artist shaped tile claws like a psi (Y). instead of thc col I ect X. A l ~ v ~ n g  (01 

dead) specimen of the plluer~~x could llar-dl~ be to hand. The 1-hinocei OS originates 
(indirectl~ or possibli dirrctli) in the famous sketch which the C;ei Incm printer 

'' 'Ihe equation ' ~ ~ L ~ ~ I ~ T I ~ ~ , U ~ = I I ~ : ~ I I I I S  S ~ I  I I I I , ) '  is ;L h i -  list gives the ec~uation~ of 1 1 1 ~ .  c l t L o n y t , l , l l s  and so t1ot.s oul- 
pothesis of thc artmlynlltr. hloder 1 1  s c h o l ~ ~ ~ ~ s  'Lccept tlie supplement. 
lobster as thr equ jv i~ len~  of ~ h c  ( ~ ~ . N I N I ( I , I I . \ .  K~.zzo~li(.o's ( I  Sainr-Denis (as in 11. G ) .  p. ti5. 



Ferdinalid \';ilcn tin h,lor;ivi:l sal t  f ro~n Lisbon to Gerniar~?, in l 515. l "  This sketch 
had been emploved b\. -4lb1-echt Diirer. Hans Bui-gkmair and Albr-ech t AI tdorfer as a 
model for tl~cir- respective I-epl-esentntjons of the paclrvdcrlrl. The springing white 
hare must be scen in relation to an iconographic traclitiorl created (1:. North Italian 
Renaissance artists such as Giv\,annino de' Gr:issill or- ,411tonio P i ~ a n e l l o . ~ I n  the 
white hare the :irtist does not. however, atvain thr level of draugll tsrr~anship of his 
predecessor-S. 

On tlrc other- hand, the representations o f  fr- its a11ci aquatic anirllals are 
undoubtedl? based 011 direct observation: tl~e!. are gc~iu i t~c  liature studies executed 
1\1th a r-cll~ar-k;lble appreciation of reality, Tlle sh;~dows cast by the fish m? indicate 
that thc. artist ivo~-kcd fr.0111 dead specirnerls placecl hel0l-c I l i r ~ i .  Sorne fish are 
placed belly-clowt~ so that the ventral atid nn:~l [ills, for instancr ol the lucenzn and 
the guhirt.5, :I]-(> barcl!, visible 01- not at all. Sonle other lish lic or) their flanks: 
accoi-cling11 tlrc pectoral l i l ~ a  of both the slr ro and [lie i.oru~in UJ ;II.C visible. For the 
same reason the fin< of most fish are n o t  extended tc, sllo~i tl~eir natural l~eauty, but 
arc tattcrrd. fi-;uzlcci-lookiilg and haw olten collapsed. C)n the whole the artist 
succeedet1 in i-t~ndcri~lg the phvsiognom~ of his ol~jects with poru-ait-like accurac!?. 
Thr aniln;ils, fish and frui w 'are scientifically iden tili;iblc in their respective 
botanical and ~oological species. The lobster (paplrrrs) (PI. 2Ob) is :I minor master- 
piece. 

At least ; L \  remarkable as the q u n l i ~  and quantit?. or the ~liiniatures is the 
ambitious gencral concept and lavvut of the illustr:~tion project. Tlie unnamed 
author of the marginal notes. ivho \I-as also thc person who cornnlissioned the 
drawings fi-orn the anonymous artist. had in mind nothing more nol- less than an 
illustrated encyclopaeclia of zoology and botany whose Lrame and structure was to 
be supplied by Plin~l's :Vulurul tfistory. Della Torre Kezzoriico notes, witllout indi- 
cating numbers, tl& the i~lterpres on many pages throughout the ;\'aturn1 Histor?] 
wrote ilaines ;done in the space left for a picture which was not subsequently 
executed by tlle artist.13 By our count. there is a total of inore than 500 instances or 
such indications. 

Had the artist brought his project to an elld. there would be Inore than 140 
illustrations to the ichthyological parts of the A-uttrml Flisiorj (Bks ix and xxxii) 
alone. F. h.1. P;lcia~icli (1 71 0-1 785) -from 1761 until his death librarian of the Regzu 

l 0  H. Lt7altcr. .(:olltributi sulla receziune umanktica 
della zoologia antica. Kuovi dc~ciirnen~i per la gene>i del 
''1515 RHINOC:ER\'S" di Albrecht Diirer'. Res Pt~bhca 
Littn-arutn. sii. 1989. pp. 267-[Zj.  
I 1  See the sketch-book (tncculnoj of Giobxnnino de' 

Grassi, iBer-gamo. Bil,iic)~rca civica, >IS A W. 14), fol. 
16 (reproductio~i i l l  I;. Iilingender, Anitnak, In .All u ? ~ d  
Thotcglit to [ / i t ,  Erid (4 t / t~  ,!I~ddlP I.\gt~.\: London 1971, p. 
424). Is i t  a coi~~cidence that the beak of the green 
woodpecker o n  fol. 79" 0 1  thc I'arrria incunable shows 
the same incorrect c i ~ r v a t ~ ~ r e  a.< the green woodpecker- 
drawn b! Giovar~l~i~i<r dc.' Crassi (Bergan~o. Biblioteca 
civica, MS 4 WI. I.,1, fol. l? ' :  I-eproduced in A. Cadei. 
'Giovannino de' (;r;lssi nrl i 'acci~ino di Bergarno'. 
Critico d 'ortc, xjii, I!)7lJt 11. 2:;). 
l"~ris. LI.,IIVI.~, (:al)illc:~ c1c.s rlessills, 2445, (;odes 

V;illa~.cii (rc~pr(ldt~c.iion i l l  C;. .A. clcll'hcqua and R. 

Chiarelli, I. 0fit.m cot~tj)lrda del Pisu nello. Milan 1972: no. 
72. pl. =XI- B:I. 

'3 'Kono [libro] inierpr-e> piscium \-aria adjecerat 
nomina. ut eorunl figilram color-ibus redderet  quod 
postea o~nisit . . . i l l  ~ ~ o n n u l l i ~  foliih nudae proferuntur 
appellationes relicto picturae spatio. quar methodus 
servatul- in dCcinlo sesto. ubi nomina S!-lvestrium 
plalltarum fructuu~nclur . . .' 

l 4  The nllnicrous rnarg~nal ca~ch\vords are not in- 
cl i~ded here. Ful-tt~ern~ore. in the test a conspicuous 
nurnbel- of word.\ is ~ ~ ~ ~ d e r l i ~ ~ e c i  with brownish ink. The  
lcgc.11~1~ in the 111a1-gills c)fteri col-respond to these words. 
Bur rrlan! u~rderlir~c.cl words i l l  the. text lack the 
111asgin;il Icgc.~ld, s o  t l~al  1111. ol!jec~s rrlarked by the 
ano~~gmu.\ for sul~sccl I ~ v n  t ill~tstrat ion considerably oui- 
uumbrr t l ~ c .  111a~gi11i1l lcgc11~1s (500). 
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Bi,$llothec(~ Pc~r?rz~?~~ls-\v~-ote a cletailcd description of the incunable on its flyleaf. 'If 
onl\-', he regrets. 'the inclustr-ious artist had portraved in colour c~.er\.thing that 
Plin, mentions and clescl-i bes in his thirt\--se\-en boo ksl No Pliry, ~rlzinuscript l\-ould 
exceed it in \.aluc..' Iie\ ertheless, the drawings realized are unicjue of their kind. 
The! are the earliest extant examples of ich th~ ological illustr ;ition intended for 
~~s t ema t i c  doc~11nent:ition arid scientific identification. LVe do r lot meet such com- 
plexes of scicn tific ich thvological illustration until some fol-l!, years 1;lter in the 
printed editions of I'ie1.1-e B e l l ~ ) n , ~  Guillaume Rondclet.lV(:oli~-ai G e s n ~ r ~ ~  and 
above all in the rnagnificcnt illustrated treatise on ichth!~olo~?, Hl.\lo?-lcl nquatiliu?n 
u?limaEizlm b? the 11;lli;in naturalist and papal pllysician iri 01-dillary, Ippolito 
Sahiani. 2o 

On tlie other 1la11d. we sl~ould 1101 think of the ichthyological illustrations in the 
Parnla Pliil!. as bring unpal-nlleled. Other collectio~ls of ill~istl-:itior IS, now li~st. 
undoubtcdlv cxistc.ci at tlit. close of the fifteenth and the beginning of the sixteenth 
centuries. lJoclo\:ico C;oriz;iga ordered the treatise L)r ricrt~cl-cr cr?li?~~cl~rtilral hy Pier 
Candido Dece~nbr-io to be illustrated (one of its four books deals wit11 aquatic 
animals), but for reasons unkno\vn the plan was never executed." The first ichthyo- 
logical monograph of inodel-n times, the Dr roma~tis ~kr.ibu.5 libeZlu.\ of Paulo Giovio 
('Jovius). of Ronie 1523. was also intended to be illustrated. This is true at least for 
the dedicator! copy of. the treatise which Giovio sent to Cardinal Louis Bourbon de 
I'endome (l 493- 15.52). 22 

The illusu-ations of' the Parrna incunable reflect a rather- car-lv period of 
Renaissance discussion on the antique ichthyological nomc~lclatu~-e handed down 
to us b!. Plin!. the Elder and other classical authors. In any case (;io\.io's monograph 
seems to have been gone unnoticed b!. its owner. In the margin of fol. 72' we find a 
skilful represelltation of the sturgeon (accipenser sturio. L.) with the legerid tursio. 
The equation turs i~stun 'o~;  was, at that time. wrongly at~ributccl to Theoclorus Gaza 
(1389-1478)," ththc tr:inslator of Aristotle's Historin cnnimalium. It was last defended 

l5 'Utinarn diligens pictor u~iivessi~arern rer-urn, q u m  
Plinius libris XXXk'II dicendo, disputandoquc perseq- 
uitur coloribus descripsisser! Kullus forcasse esset 
Pliriianus codex. qui prelio an~estarer. '  

l E  cf. Cl. Nissen, Dic -oc,logischt. B.uchillz~~trudion. Ihru 
Biblio,e)-uplzze u7t[l Geschiclzti-, ii, Stuttgart 1978, pp. 62ff 
ich. 3: Die Renaissance de> Natul-studiums). pp. 1 13ff 
ich. 4: Neuzeit). The same is wue of tilt. illustration of' 
trees and fruii. See 0. I'icllt. 'Early Italian Nature 
Studies and  the Early Calendar. Larid.\capr'. this Joztnlol. 
xiii. 1950, pp. 13-47. 

P. Bellon (Bellonius). Ur aqz~atililru! 6 h  duo. Cum 
e i c m i h s  ad ziiilcl~n tpsorum cf$grlmr!. qumud L'IIIS jeri potuit. 
~spress2.s. Paris 1555. 
lF G. Rondelct, Lib1 dr pz.wihzis marinzs, in quiblts i l m t  

bisaum c ~ i , ~ e ~  exbreaat sun1 . . . . 2 vols. l .yor~s 1554-55. 
]vC. Gesner, Hzslcrr2ae anlmalil~rn lib. IIK gtii esl dt 

fzsciztn~ et aquatililrni (i?l/T/~antll~tn nnltircl. Ctt m 2conilnt.s . . . . 
Zurich 1538. 
'v. Salviani, Aqualiliu~l: crritn~c~lii~m hts/orla~ lihrr /)ri~rzus. 

Rome 1551. 
L1 ' - -  A. Luzicr and R. Rc.nic-I, ' I1 I'ilclf'o e I'un~anisino alla 

corte dei Gonzaga', Giornc~lr .stori(:o d ~ l l u  lelleratziru 
iluliana. xvi, 1890. 111). 1.15S. 1-01. i~~l 'o r r r ia~io~l  about 

Decembrio's I_)o ?lalu?n aniaort.iiu?n see C.  Pyle. Ilas 
Tiereb~idi des IJ~?/nrs Cut~di(lus. Codrx I.'rtn,tzns Lulhzcs 276. 
Einp EinJiiht-u-u?lg. Stuttgart 1984. 'l'he illustrations in the 
dedication copy of this tr-eatisc (h1S Urb. lac. 276; one of 
the 'codices prirnae classis' oi the \%tican Library) sent 
by its author to I,odov~co (;o~~z;iga. are to be dated in 
the last decaclc of the 16tli centurv. 

22 In his chapter (vi) on thr tunny (dr t /~yttno) Giovio 
remarks: 'Prop~erea xypliii forma, ut in aliis fiet piscib 
us. pictura rion esprimetur. cluod eum videre hacrenus 
mini non contigerit.' For. i~lfi,r.~nation about Cardinal 
Louis Bourbon de  1'rncii)rne see ~\bt~i!ellt  biogruphze 
u?~l:~ust?lle, vii. Paris 1853. p. 36. and G. C. Eubel. 
Hin-arcfzza C;cltholicu r~ledzz rl n~cr2tltzo~is afiv. iii. ed. G. V. 
Gulik. SIiinster 1923. p. 16. 
-7 -. The equation 'stu~-geon=ui.nj)er~sm' has rlow become 

L-onimunis o-prrzio: cf. Saint-Denis (as in 11. 6).  p. 103. 
Giovio r n a i ~ ~ ~ a i n s  in his chapter (iv) on th r  sturgeon 

(D,. stunone): 'Nos doccbi~nus Th~.oclor-r~ni Torsionem 
PI-o Sturione I1c:cjuaquam accepisse. vel si acceperit. 
pluri~llum erriivissc . . . Earn (sc. ol)illio~iem) paucis ante 
annis acrrrime clelendebat 1.011golius Callus' (Basle 
1531, p. 33).  'This stalelnerrl c~hviously originates frorn 
personal acquaintance witli l ,CJI ~golius. l,or~goliiis, hov;- 
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by the Flernisll scholar. Christophorus Longolius (1 488- 1522). who had been 
keen11 interested in Plinian ichthvolop. as a student."' I-Ierrnolaus Barbarus, Giovic) 
and Jlassar-it is"" as well as the sixteen th-cen turt ichthyologists mentioned above 
(Sal~.ianlls. Bellon, Rondelet and Gesner) disagree with tllc iclentilication, adducing 
various nrgun~en ts and differing interpretations of tllc actual meaning of the 
antique term iztrsio, and its relation to the medieval siuno. 

Ke\.erthelc*ss Della Tc~rt-e Rezzonico's dating of the m:~r-ginnlia to 'before 1492' 
needs to he rn;tde 1noI-e precise. The emendation ' s a r ~ r ~ ~ s  1lc.1 sawis' quoted above 
may have been suggested l? a Suidas ~nanuscript.'; but illol-c. probably comes fi-om 
hthenacns whosc L)~i~~ro .so /~hz '~ trrr  kvere first publis11c.d i r ~  l5 14. 'Tllc. d'l-aiving of the 
I-hi1loce1-os (fill. WV) presupposes the arrival o P  the l a i ~ ~ o r ~ s  ( : ~ t l d u  at Lisbon as a 
stale $1 fi-orrl C;uze~.at (India) to King Emanuel I ol' I'or~l~g;ll in 1515.~Final1~- the 
nnoy?nr&\ addrd to Plin>.'s chapter on the l?-crh (a  I-arirty of comet: iVatura1 History, 
i 6 tlir fOllo~vir~g inar-ginal note: 'preparantr t~il-c;i~-~lm rege expeditionem in 
regem Pannoniarulrl tr:~bs emicuit anno .l 523. nprilis.' Thc significance of this note 
would have been apparent 0111~- after the Battle of Moli5cs in 1526. Thus, the 
philological xcti\.ity of ~ L U -  unknown commentator on Pliny's !L'clfur.ul History extends 
to a period of nearly, four decades (fi-om about 1.190 to 1526). 

To rvhom might the marginalia and, accordinglv, thc prcjrct of the illustrated 
encyclopadia of z o o l o ~  and botany be attributed? Dc1l;i Torre Kezzonico. refer- 
ring to coiitemporar!. discussion but without mentioning r7arnes; remarks in a 
sensibl~ ir-onical undertone: 'I leave it to others to divine [ancl to announce] from 
an oracular tripod the author of the two works (i.c. the marginalia and the 
drawings)'.'" \VC 'clappexl to linolv of such an attribution. The polvhistol- and histori- 
ographer of the city of Parrna, Ireneo .Uf6 (1 i41-1797) ,:$l who succeeded Paciaudi 
as librarian of the Biblioteca Palatina, mentions this very cop): of Pliny's ~Vatuml 
History: 

U11 si~lgolarissiri~o exe~nplare (he says) ne possiede la Regia Bil->lioteca P;irmerlse. ornato in 
divel-si luoghi di egregie rni~liatrlre nel margine rappresen t:rn ti ~iccelli. pesci, frutti, ed altre 
produzioni naturali, iliesse vicine ai luoghi, dove l'linio nc pal-la. Vi sono altresi alcune 
castigazioni a penna, osservate anche dal Rezzonico. che io riconosco di rrlario di Frailcesco 

eve]; in the notes he contributed L(> the edition of 
Pliny's !\;atur.ul H i s t q  by Kicolas Berault (Paris 1516). 
deals with tieittier the stvnm nor with the tursir, (for 
information about this edition I aln indebted to DJ- 
Gerlinde Huber. \,latir~heirn). 
'-i cf. A l .  M. de  la (;arar~derie, 'Cliristophe d e  Longu- 

eil'. i r l  Contempmrie.~ oj E m s v ~ l s .  /l b iopph i~xz l  Iiegiter o j  
the Renaissnnc~ and Rejomctltoti. eds P. G. Bietenholz and  
Th.  B. Deutscher. i i ,  Tor,on~c)-BufLilo-London 1986, p. 
343. 

Friiici~cus hlassarius \?crlc.tus, 171 nonun: Plinii de 
7zntt1mb /iistonci lihritnl c(~stzgat ton~s et u~t~nota tror~~s ,  Basle 
153'7, p. 28. 
07 - '  In the codes .c\ of' the Suidaq (Par. gr. 2626, 14th 

ccnt.) a 'manus rerrr~tior' added to the text ' a a 6 p ~ c  & 6 
~ % B ~ s '  the nlargil~al nol(.  'Trrijp~;. &;608; i~til ,&iou. ~a'l 

w%iv~.zai ~azjp1605' ictl. A. At1le1-, I'ars iv, Leipzig 1935, p. 
330). 

' R  Athenaeus (vii. I20 EAYPOI: 122 Z@YPAlNAI'l deals 
with the sa~cnls arid  lie scturis in close succession to each 
other and in a similar conrexr so thar identification of 
these termr seems ~latural. Saltiani quotes him in that 
sense  as in n. 20, p. 781: 'Yam cum apud Athenaeum 
Speusippus ~ u u p o v  iquem oaljptba vocat:~ , Cesuani 
(quae ab aliquibus Sphi-raena dicitur) et acum similes 
facial . . . ' 

-1.'. Id. Clarke. 'I'ilr. W~inoc-tw.5 ji-om Dzirer to Stubl~s, 
1515-1799. L.ondon i u ~ d  Kc.w York 1989. pp. 1 6 E  cf. 
Si11:jo A. Bedini. "I'lic I'al~al I'achyder~ns', fiortedin,qs of 
the A nran'c(~n /%zlo .sr~~~i~~ic~~I  Srlciet?, cxxv, 1 98 1 . pp. 80-83. 
s0 '... Qui5 porro t~lr iusql~e <)peris autor fuerit ex 

1ripoc1(*  sell;^ a l i t~s t lcvi~~ct . '  
For Ironeo .UlO sc.cL I)i~iorraricl biopufico de,gli itaSatti: 

i, liorne 1960. pp. S55-5;. 



I,-- ~ 1 ~ 0 1 1 . .  P(~g-l~lll\ 

t ~ i i l l i ; ~ t i ~ ~  C'. f o l .  7-4'. 
rit.1 , l i  I i / ) / I .  209f-I IS+ Hyeme aprica loca fe&5tur+ArRate in opaca gurd 

cleam & torone & l ycii amnZ effe multifaria . ln pko-un 

c-Anon.. Cobtlt \ (=C;oblzi \ 
Pcrpclnelllcs. L .  ) . miniature, 

cI-,li~toq~ ~ 1 ) h  of I. I all( rco ~ C ' S ~ I I  10, 1 -1 1 7 S I I I A ~  'lgdl~s 1111),15, 1 ) o t r l i  j~tci t t~ot?~l ( l to~  U ) ? !  

I'ai I I I ,~  1%1bliotec~1 I',iI,tllnn. 21s 1 IT;). 1,ist folio, c [ L ' ~ , I I ~  ( p  21 7 I 



( > , I I  pc-s'tilo. <.legaiit~s\lrno Scr IlLore de' l , l t ~ n ~  C J o ~ l ~ c . ~ 1 t , i r  J c[< t c r n p l  st101 

Ulo's  idc.~it~flc;itior~ is ~epe.~tccl O I I  , I  small p,lpel s l ~ p   no^ ~ I ~ I S I ( & ~  011 101. 167 of the 
I'JI Ina i l l (  1~11'ible i111siglrc.cf ,~11d lwcil 111g '1 11c)tt In Lat~ii  J S C I  il)cacl b\ 1'1c.t~ c) 
Zor znnello (Sched'il 10 Zoi ; l , i~~ello) t o  Affo 

The t ) i c , g l  .iph\ of Fr mc esco C :AI pcsano ( 1451 - 1 7 2 8 )  . i c  c ol cls closc.l\ M 11 1 1  tlle 
c 111 onolog~c llil clcit,i 12 111~11 11,1\e enlei y o c l  fr 0111 tllc P'LI rua ~ n c  ~111,lble ~[sclf 1 11c. nz o 
,111tog1 ,ipll\ I I I ~ ~ ~ L I O I ~ ~  tf h\ \ffo ar t 111 csel \cc1 in the I31bl1orc.c,1 Palat111,~ (\IS I',u 111. 

870, c O / / l ~ / / ~  /21(~/1(1 5 / ( 0 /  i f ) / /  l (  )//jlO? / [ ? l / )  <llIcl t11c l! c111i l 0  \;estOi l l (  cl1 P'll 111a ( 9  ~1111 Cl 

~!OSSO' 114 1 1  1101lt ~ll~'~f-1ll~il  l \ ]  ~ O ? l / / / ~ l ( l / f O  f L l j / / / ) / l  P/ l t l \ / /  / 1 ~ 1 1 ~ ~ ~ 1 ~ 0 ~ 7 l ? ~ /  j ! l l l / ~ / / ( ~ ?  [l??? / h ' / / l j l -  

I t r l t r r n i  ud / h q ! 1 t ~ 5 / t  [ r r l a r  I'clcr, ? / v r ) .  In [lie Bib1lotec.i I'.il.lt 1n.1 I \  .l thlr c l  . ~ ~ t t o g ~  .q)l~ of 
I ~ ~ \ L l ~ l o  S '1 of t11c I I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ( ~  t ~ l O ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ o ~  l f t t l  tl\ ~ 1 1 1 ~ 1  , I ~ C I L ~ \  I ~ I I I , ~ S  (MS rJcll 

I 172 I (PI 20cl J .l[ f 1 1  SI  glaillce t11c.1 c IS a I c.111,11 kcit>lc- si111i1~11 I I \  b e t t t u ~ t ~  tllc \~gliecl 
( . , l1 pehdno .111tog1 ,1~>1lsdl1rl the 1 1 1 . ~ 1  ;l~lali,i 111 the I'JI nid ~ ' 1 1 1 1 \  X nlol t. clc.t,~iled 
'111,i1\\14 of tlre pel tl1lcBnt doc uments obliges us to 1 cc ognlse th.~t the\ \zr  i t ~ c ~ l i  1,~ 
t ~ \ o  c1iIfr1 c b 1 l t  11>111cls. 8 ' '  -It 1111s poiilt I [  sho~11ci 4ilso 1~~ ~iotecl t I 1 ~ 1 t  C d a  J I C S ~ L I I O .  111 [he  
t li,lpter s of 1i1i C or,lt?ir tztnucr del otccl t o  H u l l ~ ~ 1 1  ian c\ clits in t l ~ c  secoird ciecaclc~ of 
1 .11~  sixtet-11th celltiil 1. c ~ ~ ~ c l  specificall\ H I  th I c~fel cricc to the c.u.iru uplle of hlo1i. t~~. 
clot\ 110t ~ O I I I I ~ I C I I ~ O I  .lte tht. colnet o l  l . j l '"?i~rnt~o~~c.tl  in the. ~na~gin. i l  note to tlre 
P,II 111~1 I I I (  1111~ible. 

Thus. the que\tlon of [lie 01 igili of ~ 1 1 ~  111.irgi1l.lll.l .i~ncl the d~ .rrv~ngs must he 
~illrx el ed in ruol t gener,il geog1 apli~cal) tc I ms. Oiic might 1)e temptcd to assume 
tll.lt the\ 01 iglnate f~ 0111 I'al rna. as i l o  did. 101 tlir lollowiirg I c'isons: tlie book was 
~ x ~ l t e d  there: it:, ~llurnin.~t~on is said to h.ne No1 t l i  Italinri (Padu.ln) q ~ ~ a l i t ~ c s . ~ -  
m ~ d i e s  of ncitui-,~l phenornt.na \%el tb ce~l t~ec l  In No1 ( 1 1  Itah 'ind the \olume i\;is 

I 4ffo 5 Z<,VI d( 1t1i ? t l , l t ~ t  szi /U i~fio.v~j~lzz(~ I'!Z? tru 

P.it r r i L i  1 7 ~ j 1  p IXSYIII I thi- Infor rnatloii ro 111 1 
F , I ~  rtlc 111 i I'JI 111~i 

" The 'Scht d a r ~ o  Zolzal~t l lo  1. a rlr.i~~usct ~ p t  c ir (l file 
Pretro Zo~z.inello i1ron1 IW7-1'1 :.l D~rector  of the 

HI \ )~I I  rteca PLil,irtrla of p.11 rn,l I colt r I I I ~  the 1ncu11 ible\ 
o f  ~ h ~ t  lrbrar I belle\t that Z o ~ z  tnellv 1s 1 1 ~ h t  In 
I cl.~tltlq 4fl0 note tc1 llle sub\i?rpizo of fol L'Gfi' 
( ' h l t  rnrnct~trt legentes I 

' '  Haec \erbd manu FI tnclrcl C ar FJIII Pal .llenst< 
cx.11 n J \lclentr~r Coilsult. Hrstonanr $1101 it111 t e n l p ~ ) ~  11rri 
CLIJ I I ,  . l~~toj , ' t . t l~hurn pellc. no-  ebt o t r ~ i i l ~  qtioque 
I ~ o l ~ l i i ~ l l a  11br01 11n1 E( c 1es1,le 13,3pt15111,111~ \ o l ~ ~ n i ~ r r ~ i  Iwr 
ci~rtclt IT dt \( ,1pt,3 

Ft <~tlce\co ~ r p e s a t ~ ~  1 \ \<I ,  t)rlrtr 111 l 4 i1  11-1 I '  lrrrici 
1 I t  ~ t u d l e d  tht r c  ,ind t)ecLinlc. . I  p n t  41 111 1472, aricl n,ls <I 

t r r c  ~ n h e r  o t  1 1 1 r  (il?tsirr:~~ 7 1 x 1 1  1 i l o  t t r r ~ t t z  of l l ~ r  I ' J I  rna 
( .trlredral l\ \ccrelai\ ( 1 1  ~ h t  Bls110l1 c11 Par 1n.r t r l ~ r r r  

I 1XO Ire 1x.1, t r ~ t r ~ r s ~ e d  111th 1rn11ot t 1111 ~ I ~ I O I I I ~ I I I C  

I I I I \ - I O I ~ ~  a~rr I I ~  the \IJI  t ~ t  meen  h11l.ili alci \.c nlc( 
111 l In 1 - 1  l .! tie Iiel1)t cl 1 6  I 1 1 1 ~ i 1 1 ~ t p  t l ~ c  tr i11bIt I of 

( ] I \  01 r l ~ ~ l l l c l  t r O t r t  [ ll( I )L~CI IF  01 to till I ~ ~ I ~ ) . ~ I  

St I I C ~  4 ~ ~ p c s c i ~ t l  I 1101 O I I I \  -in ~ ~ i f I ~ ~ e n t r , l l  t ( lest 
, 1 x r l c  .tl JX 111~1ct.11l and J C I I I I I I ~ I \ L I  'itor 11111 ,il\o ha, 1 I,\ t l~ r  
( t~~?t~fnlr,nu l t  ,11r, il~ttp tr t ~ t t ~ ~  llt11)or L L ~ I  pl,i( t I I I  

l I ~ I ~ I . L I I  R e ~ ~ ~ i ~ s j , ~ ~ i t e  111b~g)r ~ ~ ) g r . i p f r ~  l 01 f i~r thc  I cl< ! , ~ I I \  
\c t Ih:lo?i(~i~o t~t~~~vtt;ic*, /it qli t/~i/zot~r, X \  5(ii-O'l ( 7 

Z.irott~ Ftarz(tr~i Cn,pccl?r I - i i l - l i 2 Y  Coni)rltt?tnnfi 

5tiorutt tetn/)ot t4jt1 1476- 1 ~ 2 7 )  e d  C, Z P ~ I  111.1 1075 
I =Font1 D e p ~ r ~ < ~ c l o n e  d~ \ I O I  la patrl.1, sc 1 I ,  8 1  

11 \,l11 be \ufhc~eri t  tu Ir\t koIne ~ ' I I  t l cu la~ \  b\ tzhrch 
 lit t\\n s c . ~ b e \  C ~ I I  be  w p  ir ated rrc~lri each other 1 1  
TIIC <dplr~il (. In Carpr. lrio \ autoAI ,iph I\  drailn w th  
I l t l t  cur \ed e p  111 tht P . ~ r m d  I I L ~  ul1.1ble \\~c.h three 
511 l lht... (cf 1'1 20c Goorus) Tller c 6~~ i nc, esct  ~ I I O I I ~  to 
thl. iu le  ( 2 )  T h e  11ght l a n d  d o w n  stroke of the  
nllnuscule .i 117 C ' i rp \ . IIIO . aurogr aph 1. r egttlarh 
1) i t  l llt  I tl the \ c  r tlcal ,~ toke .  of all othtr  letters In the 
I ' . I I  1n.i 1 1 1 ~  ii~r.iI>Ic till 5,irlle l e t t e ~  sholn> '1 slight 
1 1 1 ~  ll~l.itlor~ 10 t11c lefi ( 3 )  The feet ( 1 1  the desccl~clers 
(1) q f etc . I I  c extc uted h\ the arlthol of ~ 1 . 1 ~  J'arma 
m,ir i.111alc v 1tlloi11 specldl c .lrt Ca1 p e u n o  gneb them a 
\ t r \ t i~ \unc t  ,Ii,ipe thc F . l r  r mar Lecllv parallt l to the 
1 1 1 l f  

j-  t f hl I t 1, 4ncon,i I n hbro ( l  I I I ~  d~ FrLirlc e\co 
hi.11 rntttz cl i I ' . I I  111a e 2fCir tr11c) d a  hfc~dc n a  a1 M11-x~ 
( o r  I r r 11 f;o//, I l l n o  cl17 %111$17 CZI IN  \f?lrza721 X11 I o f j T  
j 7 I l E 11 I 5 ~ 1 l c  ciella nlltll.iturd d~ I'.lr rna 

1 r 1 t 1 1  t I cbl>c ~).iclo\ano .~lnlc I ~ C J  dl tic r l \u tone ,  con 1.1 
$11 I rrt'a lac c I ,I lr,l C U I  51 I I I L I  ,l\ecle 1'1 x e n a  I ~ I I ~ I I ~ ~ I , I '  h1 
S,ilrlrl ..ikcr rht. ~ h c  l'ar 111.1 [I  ont l \p~c t e to I r,iII( c FCO 

\ l  ,rrnrlt< f 1)  I.r\a 11rc~11~1r~ir b l b l i o ~ ~ ~ / ~ r  d7tul1a Itntlta 
t i,~,~r,itqr (1 131 1 1  Ston(1  (/I/ tltno nzc~)tor(ritto \11ia11o lq32 
1) 37 : 



commented 011 ill the eigIr~eenth c e n t u l ~  h\ KOI th Italian scho1:ir-s (Rezzonico, 
I'aciaucli. -Uf6), arld since then i t  11.1s h(~ei1 in t l ~ c *  Bibliotec~r Palatina. Par m;i. 

The most promising .Ippro.ich to tlrr u111-esol\vecl pi oblrrn of the idenun of both 
tommcllta~or ,lnd inirllc~(lll-ist is. 1 thlnk. ~,al~leogi-,iphic al. (hen thr opportunities 
I ~ O M  a~ailn\ , l~ col I e sea~  ch in hunlailist autographs. holtei er. this is an endless 
enterprlre. It \\ill tllel &)re be usefill to pillpoint some 'ispects of the P'lrnia in- 
cun.tblc alllch 1n.i\ focus t11(. 1nqui1-\ o ~ r  ce11tl.il Itali. th.tt IS to  sin on hTap1e or 
CLcll 011 Rome, ratllel t h < ~ n  on P,II-IIK~ ~ r l d  the ~ ic ln i t j  of Enlili'i. 

In the th[,pte1 dc\oted to ~\h.it IS mcbant to bt. a t~polog\ of aqu.ltic anlm.11~ 
( : Y u / ~ ~ - ( I /  H I T [ O ) ) .  I S ,  54 [=cap xs] ) Plirl~ recolds n fish with eight fins liling in the 
Lacur Fuclnus ~l~~ c*ntr\ is i efel I et1 to bj the nrrunyrnlrc 111 the m a ~ g ~ n a l  notc 
'Fu( 1111 l,kcus plscl\' ([(,l. 71). wll~cli is otie o f  the 500 nomctzn nlentiot~rd abore. Thai 
this now has not s lmp l~  tlre function of a c.ltclr~tord. but \\.is interided to be tlie 
legend f o r  ,l renclt.l ing of :l fish, brcomes ~ u ~ c q u i \  ocalll i 1e'il fr on1 it\ position in 
[lie Inal gin '8 In [ l l e  toln1ncnt.ilol 'S niincl ~ l l e  inentiorl of thc tight-finnccl flsh 111 

the l a ~ ~ l r ~ /  HZ1107\ W'IS o b ~ ~ ~ ) ~ s l ~  ;I suff~cic~nt 11,tsis f o ~  its jtlentificat~on. "' That is to 
sal. he tlld not escllld( the poss~billn of bring~ng a specimen of tliat ypecie\ (not et 
~denufied f I  olll tile Lago clcl Fucino to his d~ aughtsman-in a portr .i\nble statc. 
The distance bentreell thtl I..igo del Fucino ( ~ n  tile ibr u z ~ i )  .ind t11~ tit\ of Pcirni.~ 
I.1-00 klri as [llc crolj fllesl t ~ i c ~ ~ i I c I  certai~il\ have bcen a senous obstacle. 

The floIltlsplr~ to Book 11 of the i\nflrrnl HZJ/OTI (fol. 15) rna! enable 11s to 
circumscl ol lgln of the lllu~trations 1 ' 1 1 ~  h i s t o r~~~ ted  11-11 tin1 letter 0 1 )  s h o ~  S 

-\lothe1 Nature (p1 "a). ;l ~voman seated on clouds and dressed al/u rnurltera a?ltlca; 
she holds '1 celesrlal glol,c. 111 her lap. splasl-ling lnllk on it from her unco~ered 
breast. 

This allegorF is bow11 to be connected ~tyith the art of the Tegrzo dz Aapolz Froin 
1483" the .hagonese libr.ll\ of Naples possessed a manuscript cop\ of Plin\'s 
I?Tista0 hafum[ls illuminCllecI bi one Gaspare Romano. In the famous letter ~vhich 
Pietro Sunlmonte (1485-1326) direc~ed to the lenetian nobleman and art con- 
noisseur. XIarcan~onio L~lchiel (1456-l%?), on 20 March 1.524 this manuscript is 
l eferred to as folloi~s. 

Del Gaspare romallo haec accepilnus: che illunrino [cioe minih] 10 Plinio bellissirno del 
r e v r ~ ~ e n c l i s ~ i ~ ~ ~  illustl.issirllo sign01 cardinale don Joanne cli Aragonn figliolo del signor 1-e 
Ferrando pl-imu; nel qllalc Plinio. per 10 pritlcjpio di ciascum libro. I un.opera di [tanta 

'v Ilote 1s In right margi11 01 iol 51' 011 a Ic\,el 
with chaprer xsl~ br plalllTplcllbus, but 11 rc-fcrs clearl! to 
chapter xx D ~ ~ p ~ t ~ ~  pl\nlctJl ZI, fier~as r o r p o ~ u m  7 he lnt11- 
Kin of thc lattc I (ch XA had p r c \ ~ o u ~ l \  bt en r)tcupled 
b\ the dr.l\nrnp. of ~llonibz~s and sokn '' Ioda) this pl ohlr 111 1s ~ u l l  t~nre\ol\rd (1 1 Pllne 
I b c l e l  Hzst ~ ~ n t u ~ r / ~  Il,ltr I X  tl <ins1 and E 
Sainl l)el115 1s 1955 ,, 12: (colnnlc nt 011 p.tra 73 1 

e POlsbon du lac Fucln pourvu rle 11u1t 11 lgtcllres est 
~lldererm~lre c]enlalldalt nielnt \ 11 rall.ilt })c n- 
'er d un rrlollu~que ou .I un cr ustac c ' 
" N I C O ~ ~ I  Pletrc) Srlmnlolltt Mal carltonlcl bll( 1llcl 

c I a1 re ~ l n p o l e t u l ~  del ~lnasclm~ IILO 1 'tuhcl n b111~52 

mu I I  5 111 1Q27 pi, - lz- ]~;  (fi,l CrL~yl>nre Ronl.lno sre 
pp 1 '7U-72) T DC hlal lIlls l o Dlhlrottra t 1 t l j ) o b h n ~  (117 n 

4roc f in~  3 \ ( , l ,  hjllaIl 1C)1'; ~p,isslrn) ] Rutsschdt r t  

'Mlr~~aturistc ' Roni,~lris i Naples 111 DC > l a n n ~ \  (a \  In 
11 40) Sui/l-mctzto I. Lerona 19b9 pp 263-74 M 
Kt.lnp. I\ ntziia lAono,~vn~tiz~ct~r Stltdrrn -u7 (,c 5chtltzie 11 tzd 
\t~hretlztne t ~ n t ?  Qllegrm~ I'n11 DI- FI ankfur- am \I 
1q73. pp 17-25 L r.vl D 4ncona ( a<  111 n $5'7 p 27 n 
161 rel,ite. the F'~rrn,l frorit1~1)lece LCI (.aspare Romario 
ancl tllc letter ol Sun~rnontt: I cl n 44 belol+) 

T h ~ r  \ c  .tr ( ~ r d ~ i ~ a l  (.io\.ulnl d Aragond <on of 
Fe1 r ante 11 \ecchlo clied 'and his book c c ~ l l e c ~ ~ ~ n  W.LS 

tr.ii~sfc 1 I ed ro tht Rolal I lbr,t~ \ of Naplc i (1)e hlanllts, 
a\ 111 11 10 11 p 187) 

1 '  N I ~ C ) I I ~ I I  (a\ in r l  1 1 ) )  11p 170-72. Silnirnorl~ns 
let~er h.= Deen I ecelrtl~ c dltt cl b\ 1: IJ.ine I f  Rznasamcn 
to treN'llnka 7nr,rdro?zalt I \ l ~ l a i ~  197, pp 6 5-71 P.int I \  

not coilcerlled ~ ~ t h  the (.,ispal c Rorna~lo problem 



vag l lez ta ]  e cli t a n t a  ecc~e l l t - t l z ia  che ])it1 n o n  si p o r i i i  c lesidel . ;~t-e .  I ,  fi-:I li altr-i lai.01-i, ci G la 
N a t u r a .  clip in^;^ C L I I ~ ~  le ~ ~ a r t i  c' c i rcust . ;~t lzie  sue. 01-clitlate pCr 1111 l l r l o ~ n o  doc.10 cli c l u e l  l e r l l l )o ,  
1rlcssc.r L > t ~ c i o  FosfOt-o. '" ch'i. clcllt, bclle t. t.:il.t. c.ost. c . 1 1 ~  si v e t l o n o  ad ~ ~ o s t r - i  lenipi. Qllesr;\ 

i l l l a  dontia a s s e c t a t a .  cli a c l ~ ~ i i l - a ~ l c l a  I)t.llezza. :iI gal-t)o a ~ i t i c j ~ ~ o ,  ctlc- a\+al l tc '  10 sine Lene (111 

Ino l l c Io  e con le ciccr l i  sparge l x ~ t e .  (J t iesto P l i n i o ,  chc, acl i11c1ic.io di chi lo i-icle. t.1-a c.os;l 
( l iy i t l ;~ .  i l l s e ~ l ~ c .  c011 altt-i molri ] ) I -ez ios i  lil,t-i (It. c j ~ ~ e l l ; ~  r.icc:t l ~ i l ) l i o t r c . : ~  clc nosl l - i  [-c. fit-c) 
ill~p-gn;iti 111 l ( #  ~ i ~ ~ . I ) i l l c * ~ ~ z i e  c l i  q~. i (>sLo I < ( : ~ I I o  :]cl ~ n r ~ . ( . : t l ~ t i  f i o i  t -~ l t i t l i : - I - '  ciapoi I I O I I  s e  I I C *  S;, pit, 
1 l (C)VA. 

' r h c .  m i ~ i i i l t ~ i l - e s  of t h e  codes a - c .  11014 I o s r .  l' n ' c ~ \ e t - t l ~ e l c \ s ,  wcA 11;~ve :I c - o n c l - c b t ~  

itlr;~ of t hr L ~ ~ I I I  c. ; i l l r g o l . )  tlc~scsil~rcl 11) St1111111011 ( c a .  . ~ ~ \ I I c [ I - ~ * ; I  h I ; ~ t t ~ o  111 Accl~lrai,i\ . ;i  

cl'i\t c l g o t i ; ~  - 1  l .  L of 411-i. oit ~ietl a l i l ) ~ . i l ~  i i l l  Naples 1.ic1i in 111a1111- 

set-il~ts ivllicl~ 11c tool\ p ~ i i ~ ~ s  ro 11;n'e i l 1 ~ 1 1 1 i l l ; i t  c ~ c l  l ) \ '  I . C ' I I O ~ V I ~ ~ C ~  n l i ~ ~ i ; i t ~ l t  ists of' 11is 
time*. 111 t ko  111;111115( ~-ipt\  li o t u  i t  0 1 1 c i 0 1 .  1 0  i l l  I I ~ ~ S ~ C I I - I  e i ( - h i s ~ l 1 ~  

N t i o ~ i l l i l i o t l .  hlS l i l o s  XI-aec . L'. - \ l - is tot lc l  ;111d Nnp1c.s ( B i l ~ l i o ~ c t  a tlei 
( ; i ~ - o l ; l n l i n i .  \IS 221. ' f11~1 t l i s ~ i ~ l s - A i - i s t o t l e  I .  we li11d i.el)~-is~s of ( l i e  NilI i11 c allegor) 
iniren ted b? l . r l c i l ~  Foslo~ o ancl c o ~ ~ i p e ~ - ~ ( ~ t l  i t ]  to ;I p ic lo t - i ; t l  ~-rpl-rscnt;l~ io11 11i- C;aspare 
l i u ~ l i a n r  ). l" C;;lsp;l~-t.  lio~nar lc) ( ; t l s o  t.cfc.l-t-ecl to in a t l o c u ~ ~  I ~ I I  l as ( ;nspal-e ] ' ado \  a i l < ) )  

Ir,is ~ - r c r l l t l \  h t - e n  s l l o w n  10 ha\(> \)cell ;~cti\.c. not. ,is ~ ~ r z \ . i o u c l \ .  Ix.lirvcd. i l l  U i l p l r b ,  

I *  T11c hurr~anisr L2ucrc~ Fo311,ro \$..l> bcbr.r~ I ~ . l o r t -  1.150 
i l l  k r r n r .  t i c .  \\.'IS a ir.ic.ncl 1 1 1  Bn!-~crlon~t.t~ I'l:~rin:i ; I I I ~  

I ' I ) I I I ~ ) I ) ! I ~ I I  1.et0 'lrltl I)clor~gc.d !o tllc I;~rtt.r.'s tCo111,in 
At.aclrm~. l i e  \\+;I.\ int~ol\.t.cl i l l  tilt. l i i r r~ i~~is  cor~jui- ;~t i~ln 
;iyai~r\t I'iiirl I1 11, 1458  rid \ \ , i s  l i l l  :ir-cc~.;ir~*cl f11r A [ill~v 

8 ltt1t.i ['l ~ I T I ~ O I ~ I ~ ~ I I ~  111 (::i~tel S. , % I ~ I . ] O .  SIXLIIS l\' 
rnadi. him 15ishol1 of .Sr~rli ill I 4P1. H r  died i l l  I<onlc. ill 
1305. See ~ L I I - ~ I ~ I  ~ i c c r l i r ~ i  !,:L\ 111 11. 4 0 1 .  p. 171: G. 
Mcl-c;l~i. /'c/ In 1-r7.,noIopci dcll(r ilita in ~ie,cli .\c./r!lt (11 Nitolh 
l-'tvo1!1. Ronie 1923. p. I ( I I 1  n .  L' !=Stlidi t tcsti slivi. ;111d 
cht- irrdexes of l'. 0. Iiri.\t~.ller. ito. Irtllrr-un,, l.onclor~ 
IYiijy-, S.\.. 'Flr~sforo'. 
'l' DC. hIa~rni> I,:I.\ ill 11. -10. ii. p. 1\12;, relate5 ~ I r e  

espr-essil-ln ' turbulenz(* cli qucsto I-egno' 1 1  I t i l t .  \ic-gc. of 
(.)trar)tc-l b\ the Turks ir! I4SIl. He bclievei he 11~1s 
~ . rcogn is rd  the r ~ ~ a n u \ r r i p t  i l l  tht. in \e~ l tv l - \  of t h e  
;irtic l c ~  of vaiuc. pledgrcl bt Ferr'trl te il \.'r.cchio to I t ~ e  
F11-11-c.ntinc merrliant G i c ~ ~ i ~ l n i  13;ittisca I'arlclolfini i r l  
1 4P1 I see n .  -1.3 thcloic). 

T h e  n la~~uscr ip t  irzrli IS rxtarlt a.4 \.'at. Ottob. lat. 
19.53--1. T1ic. fror~tisprcce.c 11;id t)c,en c.tlt al\qa.k bef'c)r-e 
(:ardrnal (;eorg:rr.s d',\rnboi>e accluirctl par1 o f  r11e 
ISc.al~olirall lit)r-;i~.v fl.orn 1111. bar~ltrul)t est;it,* of ( h e  
.c\l-ap)liesc i hen\*t.en I .iOl anti 150.1 : l .  H(, incorpor:ir rd 
Iris p~~r -c l i a~c .  I I I  to hi5 liI,r-ar? :it Cl~;itea~i tle C;tillon. ric.;lr 
l2ouc.1~. and or-clt.recI lolios Inckir~g in tllc Pli111 rn;lni]- 
hcrij~r 10 l ) ( .  rt.pla<cti In II(.\\. orirs. 'I.hr:zt. I I O \ \  >hot\ \.lie 
C:arclinal's coat of arm.\. Cf.. 1.:. Pcllrgrili. 1,i.s ~iianri.\r-rrt.r 
f h 3 \ ; , ~ l l f ~  / 4 i i l ?~5  (it ki ~~!/dt i r~/ l~qui  \;i!/t-/111!' l 1Clli111'1ltS. 
i'ttlri('\ cl r.c.p:.rroirc.> puhl. par I'IRH'I'. ssi). I ,  I';I~-is 
l!d75. pp. 152tjtl, \\.it11 l ~ ~ b l i o ~ ~ - a ~ ) l ~ i - :  hf. H r ~ o r ~ o ( ~ o ~ - e ,  
I<i/ll/f~qmi]r,: (117 jilrlrh' !t/fi1i,).\l.l7/f7 t i p ' i ' / ~ i  l;/ bf/r,~~(.ii hlri rrii/i. 

I 'IhX- I WO ( ~ t l r t l i  e 7'c.iLi (.c cxviii). ( :II[;I d1.l \aric ; I I I ~ J  

~ < ~ 8 f l ,  l .  1). [.W1 ~ ~ ~ . ~ 1 1 ~ 0 1 1 ~ 1  l c i 5  111 11. :;:. p. 2.j; 
~f:rl[.itivel\ prc 1l)osta> t l l r  I I \ ~ (  ~tIrt,<i> that I I I ! .  t ' l i ~ ~ i ,  
~ I ~ L ~ I I I I I I ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~  1)) C . : I \ I I ~ ~ I (  RI # l I l i i i l < )  I \  idt.1111c;~I \\,it11 (lie 
l ' ~ l l - r l l ~ i  ill( 1 l ~ l : ~ I ) l c  2 l l l l l  t11;11 ~5lllll1tlollll~~ al-( 01~~1l lg i i ,  
r-efi.!\ r o  [l115 slnrc ~ ~ I - I I I ~ I - c I I  I cop\. Tnic rdrritif~t atill11 i.. 

1 1  I tx. I C ICI  [ t d .  -1 11r. ' I ' I I I ~ .  I ~f c.:~r iii11:iI cI'.41-.1~onii [cl. 
148:~ \\.,is ] ) I  c~b ;~ l ) l t  I I O I  :l11 I ~bl{.c-t 1 ~f tht. I ~ t ~ ~ - ~ ~ a r i r e -  
I':~r~(lc ) l f i r l i  [ I I I ~ : I - ; I ( . ~  {ui l -1SI I c !. R I I \ ~ Y ~ c ~ I ' I I ~ I - ; ,  ;L\ i l l  ri , l [ ) .  
1 1 .  ?i;.-) 11 2 ) .  F I I I . I I I ( ~ I I I I O I ~ ~ .  l e i ~ ~  1 1  11011: S L I I I I I ~ I L ) I I I ~ ~ ' ~  
I-ep111.t t h a ~  t h t  l r ~ a ~ ~ i ~ > c r i p t  c:c,p\ 01 I'l~n\'h A'clll~lni 
H ! ~ I I I I )  illilr~rir~nrt.tl b\, CTa\piir.tl Kc)rnarlo 101- C.ardiria1 
tl'.h-agl)l~s \vas ~>r.o\-iclcd \ v i  I t~ at Icast :'l; histor-iiited 
I~.trer\ rt r r o !  full-11;ige fr-c~nusl>rrce~ is.. . rrcl qi;iile Plil~lo. 
1x1 Io prirrcipio tli  c i ;~ \cur~  lihro. ~~~r'crpr.r:l di [;irlta 
\.aghczza';. whilr. tht. I'nrma rnctrnahl~. hay onh. o n e  
fr-ontrzpiect ( b o o k  i i ) .  Keit tier 1-evi L)'.Alcona nor  
liuv>schaer.t I I O ~  S;llmi \vrre aua1.r 111' the zcro1c)gical ;irrcl 
I)c,rarrical i l l ~ ~ s t r - n t i c ~ ~ ~ s  irl th r  I'arni;~ incul~ablc. 
4'1 PI. J. H e r n r a r ~ ~ ~ ,  'h.lir~iat~~rhariclscii~~ifter~ nus del- 

Bibliothek des Flerzc~g.. A. h i .  .4cquat'iva'. Juild~uc/t (im 
h-lcn.\~~crnr?~~lii~igf~ir d ~ s  .?lk~rh.lich>lr*?~ ~ ' ~ ~ / S P ~ - / I ( ~ I C S ~ ~ J .  xix, 18bJS. 
pp. I .?S1 (pl .  1.) and pp. 191 t (111. xiii J :  icirm. UP- 
\I-/! t~r//lt~?i&t~.\ \ ~ ~ ~ ~ ' i i ' j i ? ? . i >  (/<?- 21/11 ~~lltl/('I't~il l~cl?ld~f/t~/$fli 7 ? i  

0 s ; n  r-vich. viii. p[. vi. .l. I .cipzig 1933. pp. (;Off. I t  must he 
poi1111.d our tlial the relaliollship I>et\\'r~en the P;11-ma 
fr.rlriti~piwc~ ancl tht- Neapolitar~ ~-c*pr.isr.> c11 Gasp;u-e 
K~-lrri;lrlct'.\ \lotlrc.r. I$,:aturc.. in spi t r  o f  s~gr~if ic; i r l t  
C ~ I ~ ~ C I - C ' I I C C ~  ill g.l.;ll>lric ( . ~ I ~ c c . [ ) L ~ c ) I I ,  is \,cI-! close. 'Thr 
: \ i r t rc~c  fig1 11-es in I )oth the I 'arm;~ f r-l .l~~ti~piect arlcl the 
\ ' i e ~ r ~ ~ a  .h.istotlc FI- (*I I I  1 0  t ~ t .  heat(*cl 'h(.Iirnd the page'. 
The f i~rt~-c.s  wn~ll(l not Ile \,i.ible ;II all i f  the rniniat~ir- 
I \ I I S .  iratl 1 1 0 1  '01)c.rlt.tl' the papcl in t111\ ver.1 place l)! 
nn i l l i ~ ~ i o r ~ i s ~ i c  c 111. Alt l~t lupl~ [Iris ~)iclol.i;il device cl<( 11r.4 
el.<eivtrerr i l l  ~ . ~ ~ I I - I : ~ I I I ~ I I - ?  11;11i:ii1 l)ook i l l ~ i m ~ ~ ~ a t i c ~ r ~ .  its 
VI*I-,\, >p(:citi( c o r ~ ~ l ~ i r r a t i ~ ~ ~ ~  \vi111 thy hlo1111~1- X I ~ I I I - c  r~lotif 
rnakt-k i t  rllor-c ~)~-r)b;~lllc. t h a ~  ii i \  a ~ ; I I I  (of Rcrm;irrcl's 
oriyir~,il 1-0 111ceptio11 riitlrer t11~i1; :I rllcbrc- c oi~ici(Ic~rice. " S1.t e .g .  E. ~ \ (+~c . l~ l i~ r l~ tn r i .  I)r(.tri1rrnn7n rip( v ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ / ~ I I ~ . ~ I ~ ~ s  
(11, .\/ ,P;~?I :\,;r, P& (ll [ri f,', I / ( I I \  \~:?1('1 I ~ , ; I I  i p ,  (!~fFr~,r!/t,.s r o ~ ~ / ~ - ~ ~ f - ~  

," l~~iro, /~~, ,  bli1<111 l!).l(l. 1113. lCt2l. Nicolr~ii cI:~rt.s 
( ,a i l ) i~rr ' \  [ leat l~ ;l\ l ) t .111~  J ) I I O I  L I ~  1.5011 Icti 1 1 1  11. 40. 1). 
l 7 I .  H r o t .  I I I I S ~ I  S I S  c :  r.ern.4 11-1 



but in Rome. He appears to lla\.c. had a close professional I-elationship with a group 
of copyists and 1niniatu1-ists (B;irtolorrico Siln I7it0. Gioacchino de Gigantibus, 
Giovanni 'hdeschino) who originated in the artistic inilieu of Padua. but \vorkecl, 
like Gaspare. in Kome. 011 the stre~lgtli of' the collaboration I-eferred to bi. 
Summon ( e  between Gaspare Romano ancl Lucio Fosfoi-o etpen the Pli ny mnnuscrip t 
of Cardinal Giov:mni dlhragon;i ( I  5 -  l )  has h e n  supposed to 1iai.e beer) 
written and illumiii:~ted i l l  K ~ i n e . - ' ~  

The frontispiece has :~nothca~- featllrc which I-eqiiil-es attention. In the rigl~t 
rn:trgin is a two-piecc coat of arms hangi~ig by :1 cord fi-oin an inscribed orn:irnental 
fx-amr. Tlie coat of' arms is deformed illto w11;it might hc intel-pre~ed ;is a sign. sail, 
of an inn. Its lowel- part shorz7s a dolphin. its llpper an e1eph;int a11d castle. On the 
elcphant's right WC recog~lisr tllc vanisliing silliouetrc of its keepcl- (1nahc)ur) (PI. 
"lb. c). In  1514 Emanuel 1 ofportugal, ;rs is ivc-11-known, had presented Pope Leo X 
~vit11 an elephant. Ilanno b j  name, the first such anirnal to appeal- in Rome since 
antiquity. 'l' Hanno's dociliry and clowni~lg sou11 mad<% Iii~n the favolirite pet both 01' 
the Rornan populace and of' the Pontiff. who M-as inconsolable at the beast's 
ulit i~nely death in 15 16, just two \*ears al tei- his arrival in Rome. Hnnno jvas giiren a 
last resting placc within the \htic:ln precinct."" He wls irnmor-talized in an epitaph 
composed hir Leo Ilimself (and rendered in L;~tin hexametel-s b\ Filippo Beroddo 
the ~ b u n ~ e r ) ,  as well as in a life-size fresco commissioned to Raphael." Hanno had 
inhabitecl ;I stable ill the Cori-idol-e near I he  iritersectioii of Borgo Sant'Angelo and 
Piazza S. Pietso. In the same Borgo. renamed R o p  drll>lefn?rtr (liqfnntp), is recorded 
the existence of not only one v;colo r l e / l ' e l ~ ~ L r ~ ~ ~ .  but also of an inn alla s e p a  dell' 
el@hnnte. 7z Might there 'be a link between the name of that inn in the Borgo 
Sant'.Angelo and the coat of arms resembling an inn-sign in the frontispiece of the 
Pal-ina Pliny? The dolphiti in the lower part o l  the sign could well be an allusion to 
Hanno's provenance fi-om overseas (India and Portugal). The argument in favour 
of a Roman origin for the Parma miniatures might thus be strengthened." 

believe. as in 11. 40, p. 266). dial Gasparc Romano 
passed his last veal-s in Naples. 

cf. Ruvsschaert (as in n. 40). p. 266; L. Arrnstror~g, 
f izoiannce Miniature Pui~ztms and CI~SSIGCII I v i u , y f , ~ .  7'11~ 
~Vluslrr. of the I 'utli atid his l/inzetio,rr M~mk5hofl. I,onclo~ I 

1982. pp. 48ff.. in attempting to identifi. thc hiaiter oi' 
the l.ondon Pliny, consider-s Giacorrietto Veneziano a ~ i d  
Gas11ar.e Romano. " 1I)iring the ceremo~~ial  entriirlce in R C I I T ~ ~  Hanr~c, 
carried on his back a silver castle fill?d with Emanuel'> 
gifts l'or the Pope. Cf. Bedini  as in 11. S), p. i f .  
5 " H ~ n ~ ~ o ' s  tusks aritl part of' his skeleton were 

discovered i r~  1962 duri~ig excavations in the cr~urtvarcl 
of ~11~ .  \'atican Librar!.. CS. Bedirli (as in n .  "9.1. pp 89f: 

'l The frescc,. rlow lost, has bee11 sc-veral tiniea copiec1. 
Th r  c.xta~it dri~wir~gs arc: pub1ishr.d by hl. Winr~c:~, 
'Rafiael malt e i ~ ~ e n  EleEir~len'. in 1Vlittei1~~ng~r.n d a  ~ L L V L S I -  

hirtorfichen Irzstztutes in Fl(~t-t,rc. xi. l<Ifi-l, p p .  71 -1 09. 
l3edini (as i r r  n. 29). p. 89. " The elepha~ll is all obligatory elemenl in a rr;l- 

ditiolial illiist~ alien cvclc (IS 37 rni~ii;iture> ~11ic.h we fir~d 

not o11lv in sevc~.;il 14th- a r ~ d  15thcentury nlanuscripi+s. 
but alsc~ in some earl! printed editiorls of Plin\.'s ,l'atural 
His tmj  (cf. L. Ai-msuony, 'The I l l~~suauon of Pliny's 
Histot7rl ,Vafutnlis in Vel~etian htlanuscriprs and Early 
Pri~iled Books', in ! \~ la~~~i~.sn~pts  irr the Fiftj );NU ajter l l r ~  
I'12il~*?1ti071 c!f Printing ed. J. B. Trapp. London 1583. pp. 
95-10tij. In spite of his rather rnedieval character I do  
not t~clicve the L'xrna elephan~ to t ~ c  dependent on tl~is 
cycle-. in which ~rciiher- the tower on the back of ~ h c  
pachyder-m nor the keeper are present. A more imporr- 
ant differenct. is that in the medieval cycle the elephan~ 
rriarks [.he oper~ing of book viii, \vhich begins with a 
descril~tion o f  t h a ~  ailin~al, whilr. in the I'arma inc~l-  
nahlt. the elephan[ is part of ~ l l r  fl-ontispiecc of boc~k  ii 
(the ver-? beg i~~n ing  of f'linl-'5 ~Vulural H i s t c q ~ .  For tlir 
medieval ico~lograph!. of the elephant see N'. S. 
I-Teckscfier, 'Uerriirli's Elephant a11d Obelisk'. Arl 231~11- 
etin. ssix. 194'7. pp. 15-5-83. 

n?is+ 
I ~ ' ipL  CC 

:et fimi 
+eip n m  



dagare nec iGfi 
nemis + Sacereftt 
D lpk rotG:inFmlr 
: ec fimilis iceno+ 
*eF namra opusr 
IS ansmoquoi&m ' 
fus occafione h i n ~  
ITe miidos: ur to/ 
at5 iolcs: rotide'cp, 
I q u e @ ~ e  iemp i 
; natmaaoium ar/ 
pere* Euror G pro 
rurari Exrera:qua 
quz mundus ipfe 

6fenfus i eo mona 
11s figura oibus ful 
ullaiy eger c6pag1 
ic ucrti dcbcar(rs 

B 
bufq quaciiq c e r ~  , -- -- - 

Ca. + - G; 

~*<-d(... .-TA --. ~tate+x.uuti+horap ;.-* - + 

.L -.411on.. 1Valur-o ?~'rzirri porerzs, ~nirli,lt~il e (p. L) l l I 

c-Detail ofP1 2111 ( p .  2 1 6 1  

b-Ailon. sigll or c oat or a] Ins rnini,~tul e (P 21 6 )  

a-c: P,tr ma, Bih11otc.ca Palat~na, .\.IS Inc. Pal. 1 l . iY 
f o l .  15 (details) 




