
Game Warden's Notes 

Some of the best news we have had for many years cornes in 
a report, from Bimbashi R. Paton, Western Arab Corps, on a trek 
in the North Western Desert. 

We had feared that the Addax were nearing extinction. Mr. 
C, J. Ionides, who clid three safaris there only just managed to secure 
one on his third attempt, and considered that there were very few 
surviving. 

This year however there was no " gizzu t' (çrazing) and the Arabs 
who usually graze their herds there did not go. 

Birnbashi Paton writes : " Addax. There were a really splendid 
quantity of these north of the Wadi Howar, Owing to the faiiure of 
the Gizzu the area was free from herds and I only met two parties of 
hunting Bedayat with dogs, out after addax, 

It is difficult to estimate the number 1 saw-herds averaged about 
20 but 1 sa~v one of not less than 60 with calves. From one high bit 
of ground near the DarfurlNorthern Province border I counted eight 
herds-they shew up incredibly clearly at a distance. 

The herds with calves of which 1 saw a lot were very shy but 
the others were easy to approach and I got to within 50 yards of one lot 
and was able to watch them closely. Single beasts always appeared 
to be cows with small calves. 

They did not seem to be persecuted although 1 believe there ' 

are masses of arms up there." Birnbashi Paton's route was Wadi 
Howar at W d i  Handel to the Darfùr;Northern Province border 
then west tu the French Frontier and down it to the Wadi Howar 
west to Furawiya wells and then to Musbat. He also saw smail herds 
of Riel (Addra Gazelle) al1 over the area but only two oryx. 

t think the deduction must be that the addax can live without the 
" gizzu " and have a refuge further north whcn the area is full of 
Arabs but that the oryx need the " gizzu " and are swift enough to 
be safe from hunters. 

Mr. Tonides in a full " gizzu " year reported that there were 
plenty of oryx. 

Col. Stanton saw 3 black rhinoceros in the Proposed Nimule 
garne reserve on the west bank of the Nile. It was originally thought 
that our east bank rhino were black and those on the west bank white, 
but in I 947 the Copenhagen Museum expedition shot a black rhino- 
ceros near Gogrial350 miles west of the NiIe. It is thought that these 
rhino must have crossed over from Chad where they exist. 
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