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NYASALAND PROTECTORATE

Annual Report of the Department of

Game, Fish and Tsetse Control for the

year ending 31st December, 1952

A. STAFF AND GENERAL

I The year was a somewhat anxious one t: tne Department as 1 whole. for durin: the greater
pa:t of it Government was e-n-idering. in accordance with a recommendation of Standing Finan.
Commniittee, the possibility or it: being abalished and its functions absorbed by the Departments 1
Agriculture and Velerinary Services.  Deeision on the point was not given ull the closing months of
the year and though no propo-als for actual 1 trenchment of stalf were mentioned in the orizinal 1e.
commendation. a fecling of anxict: was inevitable znd persisted until the die w2~ cast. Foentuall:
owas deenbatio make 1 chinge-s at prezert.

The establishiment of the Department vas considerably reduced during the year, the number
of Giune Control Officers beiag reduced from four to three with Lth: completion of Mu. Lindsay -Smith's
Sutract in April while the poos of Pish anger snd second Tsetze Eanger vwere plaved i sbeyan ¢
vien Messts. Dunlop and Arro 01 ompleted - ntr.eo< in March ani June re-pectively.  Mr. Harmgten.
Tsetse Suryey Oflicer. al:o res1_ne 1 during the .ar.

3. Me. Mitchell, T'setze Entomologist, returned from leave or 20th May and Mr. dMuldoon. Game
Control Officer. was on leave trom Ist May to 26th December. Messrs. Lewis anl Graham Tsctse
survey Officers, went or. leave penling termiact 1. of agreement, at the cnd  f Dec mbier.

4. The <zaff position as a: Jilst December i~ set out in Appendix [

B. GAME

5. The reduction in the Game Contrel Otfice: esiabli-hmeat, coupled witn :he simuirzn-ous de-
parturc of vne officer o1: long ove: lue jeave, left the Game se-tion with only two ofticers from May onward-
and it was difficult to work very systematically with so few.  In the main the policy was to lay les-
empliasis on vermin and rather more on dangerous game beyond the scope of the averaye villazer, thay
ha= hitherls been the case. Thi-. together with the shortage of field officers ireviiably me-an: <ome
1e line in mere number - of amim. 1. lealt with . though mu h valuable work was dne

. The shift of ciuphaziz was 2 natier o2 decided policy. not solely dietated by the shortage of
omcers.  The intention is to replice the activities of the armed, zentrally paid. hunters by those of
district vernmin control teams made up laveely fr m the inhabitants of the various infested areas, con-
troll=d by the local authorities and evertually tinineed by them. Progre-- i bli-hmen: has n
teen as rapid as was hoped. bu it is conside:ed c-zextial that these local effor:s 21 ld be develope .
2] the attempt will eontinue.

7. 'The shortago of officer: and lack of hou-ing in the Northern I'rovince made it impossible to
-tation an officer thero after April. when the es: ibli-hment wa- reduced.  I'rom Mav onwards. therefore,
:he effart had to be again resricted to thas of -Keleton teams ope-ating under Disirict Commiz<ione:
Eumpi. and T:ei-e anger. ha:onga. The Rumyi team accounted for a number of elephant and. in a
restricted area, did u-eful work.  In the main. however. little wore than a token effurt could be made.

8. The inhabitants of Nkata Bay Distri @ continued, under the stimulus of bounty payments,
to .0 goud ok again:t vermin and dispozed of -ome 2.961) he:d.
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9. In the Central Province the main effort vas devoted to leeping dangerous animals within the
confines of the Reserves, keeping the Kasungu resettlement avea free from dangerous animals and to
extending the system of district vermin control teams. No great success attended this latter effort
but the team established on the Dowa Lake-shore last year was successfully maintained. Vermin
destruction by the armed hunters continued, but for the reasons stated above, emphasis on this was
iruch reduced.  Personnel of the Central Province teams also took part in the drive against elephant
in the Central Shire Vallcy, mentioned below.

1. Under the stimulus of the exhortations of the Game Control Oliicer, Kota-Kota and the system
ot bounty payments, the inhabitants of Kotz-Kota and Dowa Districts made a better contribution to
vermin destruction than previously and accounted for some 1,660 head. Undortunately, this type
of effort declined in Fort Manning District. ’

H. The Southern Pravinee tean was divided into two portions during the first part of the year,
one small team under a Senior Guard being left in Chikwawa District to keep elephant from coming
down from the hills into the cotton: lands of the Mwaunza Valley, and the other, accompanying the Game
Control Officer in the attacks on vermin, hippo. cic., in the rice lands east of Lake Malombe and in the
Contral Shire Valley. In the second half of the r the team was united again and changed its base
tu Dedza for the remainder of the yenr. From ihis base attacks were made on vermin in the Bwanje
Vulley and other low-lying parts of the southern end of Ncheu District and, from July to October, on
the elephants on the Liwonde-Mpimbe area of the Central Shire Valley. During the period of attack
on the central Shire clephant, the Game Control Ofiicer was able to start a distriet vermin control tezn
i:i that arca.

12, "Ihe effort in the early part of the vear in Chikwawa was very successful and on practically
all seeasions elephant were turned back inte the hills before they had done any significant lamage.

13. The attack on the elephuut ju thie cenr:ul Shive area achieved its main object, namelv the
drastic reduction of numbers.  Shooting was Lroken off when the survivors consisted of cows and calves
only.  Unfortunately, these Central Shire herds are not living in connedtion with any sanctuary into
which thiey ean well Lo driven, nor, being lavgely tuskless and of bad reputation for fercnity, are they
aitractive to the privite hunter. They cause coutinual damage to crops and there secms no alterpative
Lt to keep their numbiers severely in check.

i4. The details of animais destroyed and African Stail employed are set forth in tabular form
in Appeudix L, while the direct revenue, aceruing as a result of crop protection operationg, is shown at.
Appendix [1L Revenue from males of meat would have been much higher had not many ol the elephant
heen shot i predominantly Mohamedan areas, where there war very little demand for the meat.
FFurthermore, considerable quantities of meat were handed over to the Native Administration without
charge.

15, Crocodile destruction by Goverument was abandoned alter the end of March and the field
lefi clear for commercial hunters.  Pive licences were issued, but on'y in two cases did the licensees
make a very sevious attempt to exercise their privilege.  One of these was compelled to abandon his
effurt by the shipwreek of his kuiunch.  Nevertheless, the remaining licensee was fairly suceessful and
was able to persuade quite a number of Africans to caich and sell skins to him. - A wotal of 1,141 reptiles
were dealt with by commercial ficensees during 1442,

165, There is little of inoment to report concerning the question of game conservation.  ‘Pherevision
of the boundaries of Kota-Kota Game Reserve were still under consideration by Government as was
the question of a new Game Ordinance. The departmental draft of the latter was, however, passed for
cicenlation to Provincial Commissioners and other interested parties, to clear up any contreversial
pointz before legal drafting began. A formal Bill is now awaited.

17. The shortage of Game Officers prevented very much ficld effort in the couservation aspect
of Gawe Control, beyond the safeguarding of the I2escrves, but this latter was carried on us far as limited
staff permitted. The checking of hunters’ licences also continued as opportunity offered.  Appendix IV
tabulates the licences taken out during 1952 and shows a slight increase on 1951 figures. The number
of licences, however, still falls far short of the firearms registered.

15, Reports from the Game Reserve Guards continue to indicate a respectaile zame population
in the Rescrves, particularly Kota-Kota, where in the course of a sinzle day the Tsetse Entomologist
saw seven species and 69 head in all. together with fresh spoor of rhinoceros and buffalo.

C. FIS!IERY
Stat: of the Fish Stocks :

19. The main commercial fishery, namely ring netting for the off-shore species of Tilapia, shows a
heartening inerease in eatch per single haul of net, with little variation from 1951 in the tota]l number of
pulls.  This naturally resulted in a considerably increased catch and it would appear that the stock
of this species is at a fairly satisfactory level, at least in the S.E. arm.

). 'The African fishery for the inshore species was not so successful however, and the slighc im-
provement which appearcd to have been made during 1951 does not seem to have coutinued generally.
T'he actual data colleeted show no very definite overall difference from those of 1951, but there was no
significant increase of oflort by the fisherinen, such as usually reflects marked increase of abundance of
fish.  All in all, the stock of the inshore species appears to be moderately static, but at a rather low level
compared to ten or twelve years ago.





