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R. Charlcs Long 
Int reduction 
AT the suggestio~i itnd encouragement of G. D. I l:lycs, Esq., 
bi.e.E., I have endeavoured in this paper to set down my collection 
and record of mammals made during ten years of residence in 
Malnfii, at Chididi Missio~l Station in tllc Nsnrije 1)istrict. Tllc 
period covcrcd is from mid-July, 1951 to carly April. 1956. :ind 
late Scptembcr. 1957 to carly July, 1962. Most spccimens were 
collcctcd after 1958. Thcse specimens were divided between the 
Mnlaiii Museum, Ulantyl.~, a ~ ~ d  thc National Muscum, Uulaw:tyo, 
Rhodesia. 

The basis of study wits a sinlple collectio~i of sm:~Il mammals to 
aid thc two i~istitutio~~s citcd above, and to 11i:lke sight records of 
largcr ri~ammals. A Scw mice wcrc kept in c:~ptivity :tnd an odcl 
note madc. It was not possible to do more since most o f~ i iy  sp:m 
time was taken up with ornithology. 

The area covcred is the Nsa11.je District, and in a few cases, thc 
adjacent hill arca on the escarpment to the south-west. For 
detailed topograpl~ical, vegetational and c1imatic:tl matters. 
reference should be madc to my papcr in Tlle Osrriclt, 1960: 86-90. 
If anyone has a spccial interest in the area covered, :l copy of the 
MS refcrred to [nay bc obtained from t11c :~utl~or.  

My thanks arc due to the Dircctor of thc National Museums of 
Rhodesia, Dr. R. W .  N. Smithers, for assistarice in various ways, 
and for thc supply of ammunition needcd for collectitig. Also to 
Messrs. Graham Child and M. P. Stuart Irwin of the above 
institution in Rulawayo who havc given nie every assistance in 
identifying specimens. Mr. Peter Hanney, while Curator of the 
Mala9i Muscuni, gave 111c evcry assistn~lcc ancl aided i n  thc 
idcntification of many specics. With Mr. W. F. I-I. Anscll of 
Zambia and Mr. R. C. H. Swecney 1 havc had corrcspondcncc. 
Mr. Ansell has also read through the draft. I also wish to thank Dr. 
D. M. S. Davis of the Medical Ecological Centre, Johannesburg, 
for the identification of a rodent, and to J. P. Doncastcr, ICeepcr of 
Entomology at the British Museum for the identification of inscct 
hosts on specimens. Last of all, thanks must go in the greatest part 
to nly African collector, Mr. Suzi Dai, who spent a great deal of 
lime sllooting :tnd trapping sm:tll nimm:tls. tlc also prcparccl :tll 
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of thc 183 spccimens, of which some 15 cannot now be traccd. 
Many Africans living in villages near Chididi brought in interesting 
specimens, and to all of these 1 give my thanks. 

It is hoped t h n ~  this list may bc of e~icouragemcnt to adcl to the 
fauna of n most interesting past of M:il:liii. 

Nativc nitmcs :trc given in Appendix I. whcrc tlicsc dif i r  from 
Sweency's " A  Clrerk List of' flte Morrrr~tols of Nyt~salnrtd", and 
Ansell, Mcnson arid Mitchcll's paper "No/c.r on Solrre Il4fl1r/nrr/ls o f  
Nycrsrrl(/rrtl t/nd Ac/jurcrr/ Arr,crs". It ouglit to bc pointed out that in 
tlie Nsiirije District many Scna nanies are used. so that niost of 
these givcn are taken from that dialect. 

Systemi~tic List nntl Notcs 
Elephcr~~tlrltrs bracltyrlt~~r~clrlu. Short-snouted Elcphitnt-Shrew. 

Specimen: sex ? 23-4-59 Nkotarnu vg., 150 feet. 
Prtrotlt~ot~nrs latt.~(ltrctylli.~. Four- Locd Elcph:~n t-S hscw. 

Specinic~is: *A! 22-7-59 Nynmitanda stni., 1.500 ft. 
M 1-10-58 D:ii vg.. 2,100 ft. 
M 9-1 1-60 Kadyandn forest, Chiniombo, 100 ft. 

This is probably tile common elephant-shrew noted during early 
mornings on the Nsarijc road or along thc edges of streams on the 
escarpment and in the foothills. 

Xlry~tclroc~~otr cir~rei. Checkcrcd Eleplinnt-Shrcw. 
Specimens: ?F 27-5-60 Sm:tbaya stm.. 300 ft. T:t~igadzi. 

F 20-6-60 Nynniatikit st~ii., 1.800 ft. 
M 24-5-60 Kauto Hill, 2,000 ft. Length 20 inches 
including tail. 

Crocidur~ rrrariqzien.sis. Black Musk Shrcw. 
Specimen : A4 10-10-61 Ciiididi Mission. 2,000 ft. 

Cracitliir~ f l t~~~escats .  Giant Musk Shrcw. 
Specimen: F 24-5-60 Cliididi Mission, 2,000 It. 

Rorrsettlis ncgyptiacl~s. Egyptian Fruit-Bat. 
Mlolo vg., nr. Chiromo (Sweeney 1959: 7). 

Lponioplror/i,s sp. Fruit-Bat. 
Specinicns: 2 MM,  3 FF and one young F. collccted on thc 

escarpment in the Mala17i block area during August, September 
---- .- 

*M= male. 
?P= f~lllnlc. 
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Tragelaphlrs scripttrs. Bushbuck. 
Common, widespread, all areas except nlarshes. Many records 

for January, July, August and October. Newly born calf found by 
boys at Chididi. 13-8-58 after the F fled. l7 killed by nly car 3 1-7-61 
at Dzundc. She was carrying an unborn fawn. One seen with 
Guineafowl, 15-8-60, Bwangu, 200 ft. According to game counts, 
lnw in Mwabvi Game Reserve (Fauna Preservation Society *- . . - - - . - 

Newsletter, Oct. 59, June 60). 

Tr(rge1rplrlrs utrgcrsi. Nyala. 
Two sight records : 
9-1-52 Mwabvi Gamc Rcscrvc (2FF). 
18-9-60, Tanki, 1,200 ft. at 1730 hrs. (M). 

Mr. Dewar, Director of Forestry and Game, reported 25 in 1964 
from the Mwabvi Gamc Rescrve. During 1963 none were seen nor 
reported. (Minutes, N.F.P.S., May, 8 1964.) 

Tragelaphtw strepsiceros. Greater Kudu. 
Fairly common. with up to 17 reported in the Mwabvi Game 

Reserve during the September 25-27. 1959 game count (Nyclsu- 
land Tit??es, November 13. 1959, and Fauna P r e s e r v a t i o n  Society 
Newsletter, June 60). The Society's weekend, Oct. 25-27, 1959. 
also counted 17 in the Mwabvi Game Rescrve. My sight records 
are as follows: 

3 1-8-5 1 Cibwata, 800 ft. (pr.). 
7-1-52 Rode vg., 200 ft. (M, 3 FF). 
25-10-54 Nkundi/Misamvu, 2,500 ft., to 300 ft. (a ~cw).  -- 
16-8-60 Maceka (M). 

Daryl Ring of Chididi Mission also saw M and 7 FF at Cibwata 
on 31-7-59. See also Sweeney 1953:56 regarding an unusual 
observation. 

I Syt~cerlrs cafler. African Buffalo. 

I Nyasaland Fauna Preservatioll Society minutes, 21-6-63 
reported 2 herds of 66 and 74 in the Mwabvi Game Reserve. I 
have only seen spoor and droppings. 

I ' . Diceros bicort~is. Black Rhinoceros. 
I Two reported duting the Mwabvi Game Reserve count of 

September 25-27, 1959 (Nyasolatrd Ti~nes, November 13. 1959). 
In the Fauna Preservation Society Newsletter, June, 60, A. Foot 

l 

states that seven were in thc Reserve in 1953; fifteen in 1960, 
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(he saw a M ) .  The minutes of 21-6-63 report seventeen. Africans 
wcre constantly reporting this from the Tangadzi area. 

Equus bur.clielli. Burchell's Zebm. 
One sight record by Ken Hinds, 25-10-54, Nyakali-Mlaka area, 

500 ft. (a few). (See Swcetley 1953: 58.) 

Anscll, W. F. 11.. Dcnson, C. W., and Mitchell, B. L.; 1962. NoresonSonre Alatrrtrruls 
of Nyrrsalnnd otrd Acljacettt Arens. The Nyasaland Journal. 15.1 : 38-54. 

Coctzec, C. G., 1967. Prelirtriticrry Ide~r/ifirc~tiotr Murtrtal for Africcrtr A.frrtttnrcrls. 
Sniithsonian Institution, Washington. 7. Ciirnivora (excludi~~g tile fa~nily 
klidnc). State Muscum, Windhock, S.W. Africa, undcr the general editorship 
of J. Meester, University of Pretoria. 

Copley, Hugh. 1950. Stttall Motrrntuls of Ketrya. Highway Press, Nairobi, Longmans, 
Green and Co. 

Davis, D. H. S:, 7968. Prelirttitrcrr~~ I(/etrtificcrtiorr M~tr~ tu l  fi,r Africotr A.fcrnrnrals. 
Sniithsonian lnsfitution. Washingfon. 18. Rodcntia, Gcrbillinae, Genera 
Totera and Gerbillarus. Mcdici~l Ecology Centre, Johiinrlcsburg, South Africa, 
under fhc general editorship of J. Meester, University of Pretoria. 

Ellerman, J. R., Morrison-Scott, T. C. S., and l-layman, R. W., 1953. Sorrtltert~ 
African Me~ttuttals. London. Trustees, B . M .  (Natural History). 

Hanney, P., 1960-61. Records of New and Ut~rrsrml Mrrttrnmls. The Nyasaland 
Museutn Atlr~ual Report and Uullctin, 1.1 : 30-32. 

Hanney, P., and Morris, B.. 1962. Sonre ohser~~rrtiorts tcpotr tlte Porrclred Rat itz 
N~~usalatrd. Journ. Mi~~nrn. 43.2: 238-248. 

Long, R. C., 1960. The Birds of rlte Porr Herold District. Part I .  Ostrich, 3 1.3: 85-90. 
Long, R. C.. 1963. Brorrze Matitrikitt rrsitt~ tltc uest of tlre Illire IVuxbill. Ostrich. 

34.1 : 49. 
Mccstcr. ~ur&ns. in collaboratio~i wifh Dilvis, D. I I .  S., and Coctmc, C. G., 1964. 

AI, It~tcrittl CIr~.~si/icnfiotr of Sottrlr Africorr ~ J ~ N I I I I ~ I I S .  Distribufed with tlic 
assistance of the Zoologic~tl Soc. of Southern Africa and the South African 
Council for Scicnlific and Industrii~l Rescarch. 

Mitchcll, R. L., 1953. Gnttie Preserbvr/ion itr Njlr~ssrt/nrrcl. The Nyasal~ind Jour~iel, 
6.2: 37-51 
~ ~. .. 

Morris, Rrian,-1964. Manrnrols of Zon Eslate, Clrolo. Thc Nyasaland Journal. 
17.2: 71-78. 

Murray, S. S., 1932. Hotrdbook oJNycrsolutrtl. 
Nyi~si~lantl F;itrna I'rcscrvafion Society. Minutes of Annual Gcncral Mating, 8th 

May, 1964, p. 2 ;  and 21sf June, 1963, p. 2. 
Newsletter, Oct., 1059, pp. 6-7; Newsletter, June, 1960, p. 4. A. Foot, "Venture 
info the Malemwi thicket." 

Si~npson, Geo. G., 1945. Tlrc Prittci[)les of C/assi/catiorr arrrl a Clo.~sifcci~ion of 
Mar~utrals, Vol. 85. Bull. Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist. 

Smithers, Reay H. M., 1966. Tlre Mon~nmls of Rltodesia, Z~trrhia nttd MalaGi. 
Collins. I.nndnn - - 7  

Swecney, R. C. H., 1959. A Clrcck List c?Trhc Mntttnrols of Nj~usa/n,rr/. The Nyasala~id 
Society. The Hetherwick Press, Illantyre, Nyasaland. 

Talbot, W. D. S., 1956. A few ttorcs orr Hippopo~nttrrw I~tctrtittg b-v tire P/torl:o People of 
Port Herald District, rrsbrg Harpootis. The Nyasrlland Journal. 9.2: 19-20. 

Tlte Nyosnlarrrl Tirtres. Oct. 29, 1954: Nov. 29. 1954: Nov. 13, 1959. 
Walker, Ernest P. et 01, 1964. Mntrutmls of rltc IVorld. Vol. I. The John IIopki~~s 

Press. Daltimorc. 




