
The Flatfoot Party 
and the Zoological Institute 
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I Clipper of  arch 10, 1883 was of 
I Rufus Welch. then dead some twenty- 

seven years. Among the persons 

I quoted in the article was the former 
equestrian and circus-owner Charles 
J .  Rogers (1817- 1895), then living in 
retirement in Philadelphia. In a re- 
sume of Welch's career, as he remem- 
bered it, Rogers made this statement: 

The Zoological Institute. so 
called, was owned by the Flat- 
foot party. June. Titus, Ange- 
vine & Co. were the principals of 
the monopoly. whose object was 
to force all menageries and clr- 
cuses to sell out and take stock 
in this company for payment. 

It is our opinion that this statement 
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While not generally associated with the for the title "New and Greatest Show on 
Flatfoots, the 1880 Barnum show was the Earth," and "Great Moral Circus," which 
last circus run by that  group. This letter- is in a light red. Note executives listed on 
head dating from 1880 is in black, except left. Pfening Archives. 

is the source for all later comment by 
circus historians and the cause of 
their misunderstandings as to the 
nature and relationship between the 
Zoological Institute and the group 
known as the "Flatfoots." The names 
of the two p u p s  are familiar to any- 
one interested in show history and 
have been used interchangeably over 
the years. However, they were two 
separate groups of showmen. This 
monograph is the result of research 
into the question of how this error 
was compounded by subsequent com- 
mentators. 

We should first point out that mena- 
gerie history, as separate from circus 
history, has not received much atten- 
tion from historians. The genre was 
rather short-lived and ended in a 
period in which even circus history. 
until recently, was almost ignored. 
Using an arbitrary designation of the 
menagerie as  being the exhibition of 
more than two species of animals we 
can date its beginnings as 18 13. By 
1839 the circus had assimilated the 
separate menagerie for the most part. 
and by the time of the death of James 
Raymond in 1854 it was almost gone. 
Excepting a very few companies. most 
notably Van Amburgh & Co.. the 

and circus proprietors capitalized the 
Zoological Institute in January. 1835. 
Monopoly of a business has always 
been a thoroughly popular idea, but in 
the early nineteeth century it was still 
a legal possibility. The public in 
general opposed monopolies because 
their formation tended to increase 
prices artificially. State legislatures 
were loath to legalize the formation of 
corporations because they tended to 
become monopolies. In addition, the 
limited personal liability inherent in 
corporate structure seemed morally 
lax. In any case, several existing 
menageries were combined and cash 
investments accepted until the Zoo- 
logical Institute had a capitalization of 
$329.325.00. A boanl of directors took 
charge of the assets, dividing them in- 
to thirteen shows of various sizes. set- 
ting the routes for each and receiving 
reports from their managers once the 
season began. Only five shows were 
on the road in 1835 that were not af- 
filiated with the Institute and these 
were circuses; no menageries other 
than those controlled by the monopo- 
ly were in operation. 

C.J. Rogers went on to comment, 
"These would-be monopolists were 
successful for a time. but failed before 
all the sheep were driven into the fold. 
This failure occurred. I think . in 
1837." C.H. Day. writing in Collier's 
Weekly. March 14. 1903, confirms 
this. stating, ". . . a combine which 
went amiss by the unpropitious ar- 
rival of the memorable panic of 1837." 
The words "Zoological Institute" ap- 
pear in various show titles for several 
seasons after 1837, but there is no 
evidence that the association itself 
was still viable. The auction in Som- 

menagerie was absorbed by the circus 
at  Raymond's death and has been an 
adjunct to the arena ever since. 

It is with the Zoological Institute 
l that most researchers familiarity with 

early menageries begins. Because of 
their extensive newspaper advertising 
and use of large pictorial posters the 
Institute left behind the kind of arti- 
facts that attract attention and there- 
fore welds the name to the mind. 

In an attempt at monopoly, just as 
Rogers said, the leading menagerie 

ers. New York in August, 1837 of two 
menageries and one circus would 
seem to indicate the end of the Zoo- 
logical Institute. 

Rogers' use of the term "Flatfoot" 
is the earliest thus-far located. The 
only major circus history published 
prior to his statement was T. Alston 
Brown's "History of the Amphithea- 
tre and Circus" which ran serially in 
the New York Clipper in 1860-61. 
Brown does not refer to the Flatfoots 
by name and mentions the Zoological 
Institute in such a way as to indicate 
that he really didn't know what it was. 
He speaks of Rufus Welch as selling 
out to a company "called the 
Zoological Institute." Welch, of 
course. was one of the members of the 
Institute. 

The Flatfoots were said to be named 
from an incident in which a rival show 
was informed "we put our foot down 
flat and shall play New York. so watch 
out," or words to that effect. Putting 
one's foot down flat was a colloquial- 
ism of the pre-Civil War era implying 
insistence. "I put my foot down." is a 
phrase still in use and connotes a 
limitation of some sort. 

The earliest explanation of the 
origin of the term Flatfoot seems to lie 
in an interview with George Fox 
Bailey that was printed in the Drama- 
tic News Circus Special of 1895. In it 
he revealed that Raymond & Waring 
had planned a tour of New York and 
were greeted with the above warning 
from some member of an opposition 
show. Earl Chapin May used Bailey's 
description in The Circus fmm Rome 
to Ringring (1932) and added. "Within 
a few days of this dictum from the 
syndicate the circus world dubbed 
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them 'the Flatfoots.' which they re- 
tained until 1880, the longest-lived 
and most effective syndicate in circus 
history." 

Since both Bailey and May (the lat- 
ter probably by derivation) say that it 
was Raymond & Waring that the 
warning was presented to we can date 
the e ~ s t e n c e  of the Flatfoots as being 
no earlier than 1835. This was the 
year in which Rayrnond and Waring 
first had their names combined in a 
show. 

George F. Bailey (1818- 1903). son- 
in-law of Aaron Turner. went on to 
say. "I am the only survivor of the 
Flatfoots, originally comprising 
Leuis Titus. John June. Jesse Smith 
and Thad and Gerard Crane." Titus. 
June and Smith were partners in 
June, Titus. Angevine & Co. (along 
with Caleb S. Angevine), successors to 
the National Menagerie of 1832 and 
1833. The Cranes were long in the 
business. going badc as far as 1820. 
The Zoological Institute was formed. 
as we said. in 1835 and Raymond & 
Ogden and H. and E. Waxing's respec- 
tive menageries were combined into 
one of the Institute menageries, the 
first liukjng of their names. The prin- 
cipals of June, Titus, Angevine & Co. 
also combined their show with 
another for Institute purposes. Jarnes 
Raymond, Hiram Waring. Lewis B. 
Titus and Caleb S .  Angevine were all 
directorsof the Zoological Institute. It 
would not seem likely that the Flat- 
foots would warn Raymond & Waring 
away from New York when they were 
serving together, therefore the con- 
frontation must have occurred after 
the collapse of the Institute. no earlier 
than 1838. 

June, Titus, Angethe & Co.. the 
partnership containing at least three 
of the five Flatfoots. went out of busi- 
ness a t  the end of 1842 (incidentally. 
selling their elephants to James Ray- 
mond). Lewis Titus had taken Isaac 
Van Amburgh to England in the fall 
of 1839 for a six-year stay. Upon their 
return in late 1845 the surviving Flat- 
foots took Van Amburgh & Co. on the 
road. This series of events would seem 
to indicate. then, that the warning to 
Raymond & Waring can be placed 
somewhere between 1838 and 1842. 

Of those years Raymond & Waring 
played New York State only in 1840 
and 184 1, which may or may not mean 
we can close the gap even more. The 
problem, of course. is that we don't 
know whether or not Raymond &War 
ing ignored the warning. What we do 
have. however, is the distinct separa- 
tion of the Flatfoots and the Zoological 
Institute. 

We assume that C.H. Day in the Col- 
lier's article based his research on C.J. 
Rogers when he said that June. Titus 
and Angevine were Flatfoots and that 
they "attempted at one time to mono- 
polize the profitable business in a 

Newspaper ad from the Baltimore 
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combine . . ." They were. of course. 
only part of the attempt. 

Earl Chapin May sets out a scenario 
that we think he borrowed from Day. 
On page 36 of the Dover reprint of his 
book he states. "to the four young 

showmen of upper Westchester Coun- 
ty [who he identifies on page 28 as 
John J .  June. Lewis B. Titus, Caleb S. 
Angevine and Jeremiah Crane] stock 
selling seemed to promise more pro- 
fits . . . than touring with a caravan. . . 
they acquired a rolling show. grandilo- 
quently entitled 'The Zoological In- 
stitute.' " This recitation is erroneous. 
of course, and indicative of May's poor 
research methods. He has confused 
the two groups. treating them as one. 
Gerard (Jerry) Crane is the man he 
meant by Jeremiah Crane. 

In his book A History of the Circus 
in America (1959) George Chindahl 
was careful to say. "the active 
managers [of the Zoological Institute] 
are reputed to have acquired the title. 
'the Flatfoots.' " He might well have 
stated it this way because of the ob- 
vious lack of accurancy in May's 
work. 

Richard E. Conover in The Fielding 
Bandchariots (1969). says on page 4. 
"the Zoological Institute. that associa- 
tion of showmen colloquially known 
as the Flatfoots . . ." Thus he takes his 
place at the end of this long line of 
historians whose assurnptiorl that the 
Zoological Institute and the Flatfoots 
were one and the same, all of it begun 
by C.J. Rogers' statement. It would 
appear that Rogers should have 
known the truth. A one-time partner 
of Nathan Howes, active in Institute 
shows and later m-owner of the firm 
of Spalding & Rogers, he was certain- 
ly at the center of the circus business 
of his time. It may be that he simply 
paid no attention. 

As for the Flatfoots sun~iving in 
business until 1880. Bailey explains 
that. "The sons of these parties [i.e.. 
June.. Smith. Titus and the Cranes] 
and John J .  Nathans and myself 
became successors later on." Bailey 
joined with Avery Smith (son of 
Jesse). John June (brother of the 
Junes), Nathans, Richal-d Sands and 
C.G. Quick to operate G.F. Bailey's 
Circus and later (without Quick and 
Sands) P.T. Barnum's Circus. In 1881 
these later Flatfoots gave way to 
Cooper & Bailey a s  Barnurn's partners 
and Bailey then retired. He was by 
then. as  he stated. the only sun~ivor 
of Lhe Flatfoots. 
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I f  you have moved and not advised the 
Bandwagon of your new address, you will 
miss a n  Issue. The post office will advise 
us of your new address at a charge of 35c. 
The address will be changed for the fol- 
lowing issue. but a second copy of the 
magazine cannot be sent lree of charge. 

So rather than miss a copy advise us of 
your new address In advance. 
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THIS MONTH'S is shown on our cover. Note that the title 

COVER is misspelled as "Amberg." ~t is correct- 
ly spelled in  the insert used for the March 

1.A. Southern of Cincinnatl, Ohio, 30-31 and April l. 1908 stands. The origi- 
published programs in  the early 1900sfor nal cover is printed in  one color, a light 
a number of independent circuses such as red. Original in  the Pfening Archives. 
Frank A. Robbins, Campbell Bros. and the 
Van Amburg Shows. Southern stock NEW MEMBERS 
articles o n  animals and the same material 
appeared i n  all of his different circus pro- M a ~ i n  C. Gabel 2763 
grams. In  addition he sold national adver- 3540 Gateway Blvd. m04 
tising that was interspersed with the S ~ o u x  Falls. SD 57108 
animal articles. This section of the Pro- 
gram remained the same throughout the Raymond S. Dennis 2764 
season. He or his staff also sold advertis- 13 Gartield Ave. 
ing t o  merchants and banks in  cities along Blackwood. NJ 0801 2 
the route of each show. These local ads 
were placed i n  an insert that contained the Charles B. Keaton 2765 
performance program. The dates of the 417 Westview Dr., SW 
stands covered by the insert were printed Winston-Salem, NC 27104 
in  the supplement indicating to the show 
when they should be used. Mychele E. Herring 2766 

The cover of the program used on the 261 0 Salado -21 1 
Van Amburg Show during the 1908 season Austin, Tex. 78705 
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