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wenb off but retwrned again to have another one. On another
occasion onc had a dip. These ave the only occasions.on which I
have ever seon them have a dip in our bird bath.

10. The Bengal Jungle DBabbler (Turdoides t. terricolor
(Hodgson)).

On the 18th December 194G a party of cight were scen on
the plinth at the same time and had hurried dips without splash-
ing, They were very frequent visitors and splash quitea lot.
Sometimes they were seen on the pipal treo wailing for the
Bulbuls to finish their ablutions and then would come down, one
after the other, to bathe, One while trying to bathe in a small
veservoir in bhe vegotablo garden, got out of its depth and was
AQrowned ; a Brahminy Kite discovered the dead bird on trying to
pick it up got into difficulties and was also drowned. The jungle
Sabblers do much hopping about, and tail wagging, when they
como for o bath and it is amusing watehing them taking prodigi-
ous leaps over cach others, backs as they often do in getting from
one part of the plinth to the other, Although a number cover the
whole of its surface at & time, they only bathe, and splash, one
at o thme,

11. The Indian Ring Dove (Streptopelia d. decaoclo
(Frivalsky)).

Although these doves were such regular visitors to our bath
during the winter of 1945-4G, not a single one came to it during
that of 1946-47 although the birds were always to be scen in the
garden,

12. The Bengal Red-vented Bulbul (Molpastes cafer benga-
lensis (Dlyth)).

These came in numbers, in relays from different points in

on the plinth at the same time, How they cnjoyed their splashing
yreturning many times during the day.

13, The Indian Housc-Sparrow (Passer domesticus indicus
(Jardine and Sclby)),

the garden and, sometimes, half & dozon, or more, were to be seen . “j
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J A; sollfu.l'y cuek l.qusc-Spurrmv Iad a bath on thoe morning of
f. we 15th I c‘brum'y i 1L was the fivst one Lo do so, It kepl flying
'1‘(;111. one :.sldc ol. the plinth to the other, for several minuluh‘:
pelore inaking up its mind Lo go in ; it was joined by another one,

I+ The Indi ; . .
akery 10 Indian Hoopoe (Upupa epops orientulis (Stuart.

! While hunting for food they go pitler-patler al a run wore
mn a walk seare ’
. A w itk .l'lld scarch the roads and  lawn, mcthodically
somcetimes probing the samoe hole. )
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THE GREAT ONE-IIORNED RIINOCEROS
IN KAZIRANGA SANCTUARY, ASSAM.

By B, P, Cek.

The very interesti i
J ,I \(.‘ly )llt‘bltﬂt“l" and well lllUSLl'ilLL‘(l nole on Lhe
aldapara G Sancluary i ' ‘
para Gume Sancluary in the Duars, published in the isse

of Jannary 1948, pr i
ary ]:)IS, prompls me to write something on the Kaziranwa
Sanctuary of Asgam, ’

For wmany years an Honorary Torest Oflicer of Kuziranga
Sanctuary, I have had ample opporlunity of making the aw mixnt:
ance of the rhino there. And the fact that the r,Assum ]]":Jr lst-,
Department Iast year abolished (he appointment of all ITon, F.CL)‘\-

in the provinee has not diminished my interest, and I still go there
whenever possible, ’

Kaziranga Sanctuary is, v i
o D«l anctuary is, roughly, midway belween Gauhati
~11ePaL T H
1brugarh, and lies between the Assam Trunk Road on he
3 R * ,

T{)uth and the Brahmaputra river on the north, The villar of
. . ! . aTre
Raziranga s at milestoue 137 on the Assamm Trunk R(ndn and
1n 1t 1s situs ) ins i De 4
. sscl)t;x;‘wted a P.W.D. inspection bungalow and the Deputy

rance icer’'s oflice " "Ler !
o~ I o : au.d stafl quarters.  The aclual sancluary i
y about onc mile distant at this point. Thus it is wver
accessible Lo visitors by motor or bus service, *.Y
" In sz l‘\ammugw is very much greater than Jaldapara. I
lll 3 Q M H ‘
aries 1 width up to 7 miles, and is aboub 27 miles in leneth
ength,
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U '1 comprising ronghly 123 square miles altogether. It is mainly
i flat, but variable In character of terrain, consisting of tree jungle,
i!\ clephant-grass (ckra) jungle, swamps, bheels and streams, Most
E of it is clephant-grass, and large patches of this are burned off
"‘ cacli year in February and March to improve the grazing and
s facilitate the sceing of animals, The best time, therefore, to go

g ¢ into the sanctuary is the sccond half of March or first half of
April, Lut anytime between December and April is good, in the
rains large areas get {looded, bub only the deer scem to suffer, as
Lhese often get caught and slaughtered by the local inhabitants,

The sancluary was crealed about the year 1906 when rhino
oL had become almost exterminated, only a dozen or so remaining

. . v ¥ .r L. o . : L ’ Lo et o to
o then,  New thore are supposed to be bebween 400 and 600 rhino, ;v’ y "-p."' s T — el 'ty ~a s
and 100 to 200 wild buflnlo, There used to be some mithun there, ",.an- - “?‘, E AR AN, ° ‘5 - W e W
X 3 . ' o' ' , . Lt wa? 2 . .
Lut these have not been seen for some time, ot -_'_“‘"" S T G " ST " Y. PRI N "
! . 1\ . Mv > :' - o 1, %W -d G ‘"-:. vevw v . .
| Since 1938 the Forest Department has opened up Kaziranga ' ¥ cooe - ‘ -
e . . R . ey
gk to visibors on payment of a small fee, and two inspection clophants s Barge bull eharged ws, Our eleplamt ded, bat was b e

are available at a rcasonmable charge. Yermission is obtained
from the D, I, 0., Jorhat, and on an average visit one would

! Fack 1o pabls ge 10 photograph our erstwhile purstier,
: 1,‘3 expect to see about 10 rhino, 12 buftalo, 30 deer and numerous
\

other animals, as well as birds of all sorts,

Apart from Kaziranga, a few rhino exist in the Manas Game
A Sancluary of Assam ; and there are reputed Lo be about half u dozen
in the Soua Rupa Sanctuary in the Balipura Yrontier Tract,  As

30 ; these Lwo latber sanctuarics are near the foothills of the Himalayas,

1 ; ‘ there iay still survive o few isolated Javan Rhino (R, Sondaicus) E B YU RN X
1 b or Sumabran Two-horned Rhino (R, Sumalrensis), but this is I\‘"’:f"\'"",’w ﬁ?;i::;lf
‘4 s doubtful, Only R, Unicornis exists in Kaziranga. § L

1 The inspection clephants at Kaziranga, fine and well trained
by animals though they be, ave scared of the rhino should the latter
1) face round and snort,  And should » rhino charge, as they often
do, the clephant is allowed to bolt for a short distance before
being brought Lack to observe its pursuer again. Asa general

P rule rhino allow visitors on clephant-back to approach to a
S distance of about forty yards without charging. “The ncarest I
VT . .

g have been to a rhino is ten yards, as some of them are quite !
o ‘

Ant
p placid.
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Tiger seém to avoid rhino, and the deer und buflnlo apprecinte
this fact and often graze in the company of rhino, apparently
for protection.

If & rhino gets into a quicksand, he often cannol gel oul and
has to have assistance.  Similarly if he falls into o shallow pit he
is helpless, and this is how poachers used to trap him in order to
get his horn,

Nowadays, as rhino have multiplied to such an extenl, the
Forest Department have been caleching a few for sale to zoological
gardens, In 1938 they cavght w five year okl one for the
Washington Zoo, which unfortunately never reached its destina-
tion chicfly owing to difficultics erealed Dby the war. In 1047
they wanted a pair for the London Zoo. The first animal eaught
was immediately dispatched to Caleutta by vail, but died from
injuries on rute. I had suggested keeping captured animals for
several weeks in a small stockade to quicten them down and
tame them before sending them away, Tortunately this sugges-
tion was afterwards followed, and the next male crught was
partly tamed in a slockade and then sent Lo London. The
Superintendent  of the London Zoo, Dr. Vevers, has recently
written of this rhino: “Mohan is doing extremely well and has
grown quite a lot”,

Again carly this year a male and o femnle were caught,
stockaded and tamed for some time, and then dispatched to the
Chicago Zoological Gardens, where they should lave arrived by

+ oW,

Considering its attractions and accessibility, very few visitors
ever trouble to go to Kaziranga., DBut the Assam Forest Depart-
ment now at least scem fully alive to the possibilitics of the

- sanctuary, and I understand that they intended in the near future

to inprove and pepularise the place.

And as publicity means security for the rhino, their safely
and welfare now scem assured for all time,






