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ANTMAL IDIOSYNCRACIES

E. Cronie Wilnot in his book Always Ligh

wlle ety Treod has some interesti ek
on the face thae individial animals or Iy Tre.d has some interesting remocks

birds of th: same species do nut ulways act alike.

e says:

Y When, over a number of yo i
w0, A er of yerrs, a maa's occupation bas led him in
almost daily ¢ t with wild auimals, he will almose certainly become awacs
es in temp i K

I difle ¢ ¢ 3 iny one species, B
v by :ull I:‘v_&cw me con:;nl::r:d t there is nn great disu’n{‘tinn bl;(wm‘n (htT
ackes of aninul and homin kind, This is a fac i f whic
studenty of nature areu aware.” et T think, of which 4l

He g an later:

N 1 Jiuw tiy nl';u m.l\\ connt the often wildly divergent individual
srperiteag af one sprcies of the more dimgorens ganue hae
BURCRL trage i the hunting Geld When a hunter a L"‘h!‘l‘ b
expeiient s erinrion b the reactions of dingerots aniualy (:s"my!)ﬂ;x'm ui
iltrestment wananyinee, he is boking for trasble, There are no r‘v(l i rales
governing thiv wupert of snimal natuere, and it is seldiw that o scq\‘mrll:’*' (‘)f
tatians of ferociey, panence, or just sheee disinclinstion o fight, will
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WILD LIFE IN NORTHERN RHODESIA
By DESMOND FOSTER VESEY-FITZGERALD

HODESIA has carned for herself a bad name from wildlife conservators. This is
partly duc to the much publicised slaughter policy which was carried out in the
south as a tsetse control measure, and 10 the unfortunate game-free bele policy in the
north which was cnvisaged as u barricr against rinderpest. But perhaps the main reason
for Rhodesia’s bad reputation as 2 game country is because a traveller can drive from one
end of the Territory to the other, through the monotonous woadland, without seeing a
single animal. Yet Rhodesin is a natwralist’s paradise where as much well-wooded, well-
watered, undisturbed country an anywhere in the world can be found, a country in which
no speeics of animal has yet been exterminated and indeed where some of the most varied
and spectacular concentrations of animals can still be scen.

Many people have the impression that in the past the whole of Africa was teeming
with animals and that in the future none will suevive. These ideas overlook important
facts of distribution and survival which nccessitate that every specics is adapted to its
own environment. Where the environment is unsuitable animals never have, and never
will exist successfully. But it is also truc to say that where their environment is suitable
and preserved from destruction, the animals themselves have a very good chance of
survival. Rhodesia never has presented an unlimited expanse of country suitable for
occupation by game animals, such as is provided for example by the open grasslasds of
territories further south and further north. Lven the earliest travellers such as Serpa
Pinto, ncar Mpika in the year 1798, while deploring the depopulated and poverty-
stricken country in which he finds himself, exclaims ** were there game to supply the want
of millet, or small birds to charm us with their song, the transit should have been less
tedious . Continuing towards Luwingu he saw little 2o cause him to change his mind,
for he writes, © I wonder at the scarcity of game in this bush; whatever may be to come,
I expected in this desert march to sce some animals at a distance ”” Burton (1873,)shrewd
translacor of Pinto's travels, notes: ** The deep Aftican forest is cverwhere unfit to support
animal life, unless it is broken by large clear spaces whers wild beasts can enjoy sun and
air.” There is a wealth of information in this remark. Herbivorous ammals will only be
found where there are suitable pastures and for this reason the river valleys and great
flood plains are cven to-day the places in which to sce and conserve our wildlite. "The
vast and monotonous wouds of Rhodesia always have been, and alway: will be thinly
ropulated by large animals, If the early traveliers who walked from water hole to water
hole in the low country saw so hittle game, it is certain that present-day motorists who
speed along roads following the high land can expect to sce nothing.

Recorded history in Centeal Africa is short, but we arc fortunate in having the writings
of Sir Harry Johnston, (1897) to consul. He made our first game laws and demarcated
the first game reserves, and he gives us much information on the fauna in his time. He
remarks for instance that, * clephants became scarce in the Territory during the great
hunting boon following Livingstone's first expedition . Indced it would appear thar
their shaughter in those days, when vvery slave carriad ivory 10 the voaut, must have far
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Carrying a tail worth £2, hunting dogs have now become searce and shy. Yet a
thriving population of predators is a sure sign that the wild life of a country i«
thriving too

exceeded that of the present ime. But he adds that, * they remain abundant in the Mweru
marsh and the Luangwa Valley U, whioh is certanly truc at the present time. In the
Mweru wa Nripa for instance the writer recently counted 500 elephants in the flooded
grassland surrounding the lake during a single morning. Iippo were s0 numcrous during
Johnston's time in the Shire River as to constitute a danger to navigation and consequently
their numbers had o Le reduced. This prooces b Feen continued wherever hippos Lave
become a nutsan.e with the result that they are scarce now in some of the most frequented
rivers 1n the Territory. But clsewhere they survive in big herds though they seem never
to have been abundant in Rhodesia’s great swamps, Zebra and buffale ace reported to
have been evrremely abundant on e phin al? oy 1 tle protectorare, bur alesady rotising
from settled arcas. ‘T'hese animals have certainly been eliminated from many suitable
areas at the present time, even from those arcas which are remote from settlements.
Although both buffalo and zebra are still ubiquitous, Lancaster (1951}, they 2r2 now
only abundmt in restricted localities.  Johnston's stutements that eland and kudu
frequent the woods where the roan antelope is however the commonest specics, and that
klipspringer are found on all the rocky hills. and thar sitatunga are abundant in the larger
swamps. are teue w-day, But what he says about enormous herds of puku zlong the
rivers no longer hold, for this animal, of very restricted habitat, has suffered seriously at
the Lands of hunters in mor: reent years

Gibbons (18281 was hunting in Central Aftica just before and just after the great
rinderpest epidemic of 189> He gives us some vived ghmpses of what happoaod. He
stacted i € Chobe i the veanis. of Se.avke and seen to have had plenty of sprr:
among a saniety of game, the animal . being plentiful ard tame because © but for traps and
pitfalls the animals knew no denge: at the hands of man ™. But seven months
rinderpest had well nigh killed evervthing. He travelled on through country which should
have been teeming with game but his porters were continually short of meat; he reckoned
95 per cent of all ruminant: had éred, buflals, elind and kudu being particularly affecte’
He statss that ~ according v natee report everything was dead and the fine herds of
buftalo wer: ang rotung in the veld
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The * thin red line ' of puku; restricted to the riverside grawl;.md 1znnc '\‘n(“l_ :.:r(:
cloned by woodland into swhich they never venture, puku are casily shot out fr
their chosen habitat

Lyell (1910} notes that * the duiker is without doubt the most lp}cnt{tu} am;nal m‘tehL
cnunlﬁ " but evidently he never travelled in lechwe country. Opbn he r%‘.or‘ \L as r)a
local and absent from many parts altogether, and impala as plentiful alony: the ! uangw
River. ‘The reedbuck was cvidently rather scarce throughout Northern Rhf)dxlsm .ccgn—
pared with other speaes, but puka, though very lnc:l‘l. existed in grea: numbc:sA\\b)c:‘L.t c;\;_
were foand, The sinsiuby he records w7 very ]ncul indeed. and C(V‘vl’llll'{cf.l to tth nlr :rfn(s
Lake Bangweulu where they exist i gow«dcr:nhlc numbers 7. ‘The Llc\\"“;m}:, .
hartebeest be states was not so common as it used to be as they are easily shul.l . qfcni uck,
(e war eefeering to efipidorvn et of the Muchingai: were mwt, ]:f.‘»n.[} ul ncb\r
perennial rivers amd wherever extensive swamps ocaur they aze pretry ceriin l:' ;
copmmn, Suble are recorded as - preferring fairly open busly anil nt:f:'n Chmhcll?g. xg !
Ll . Fland were evidently very plentifu! all over the country and often l?n*g. smm.c.s
from water, Warthog and zebra were very abundant throughout every part ol the c‘t‘)ugrgry‘
Buflale however had been much reduced in numbers since the rinderpest of 1894-96.

As far as the drteibuton of the animals mentioned 5 wnc_cmv:d‘ Lyell’s suxlnlrlmry
maghtapply at the present time, but certanly the commeats en their abundance would have
t b qualiticd, s Grameond s il 18

1 etcher's 11910, account of hie visit to the Euanswa Valley imphe that thr spccn:t\&
peeont et ther dwbvoon and abupine s wa muck the same i anI .lds‘n ll
tr-day 1 the Tuanowa Game Reserve Butn the n: hbourheod of Mpika he evidently

: -ibie there to-d He note- that roan, cland, and
saw much moere game that would be posabic there to-day, ha 1o e ane
Lichien-tein’s hactebeo t are the mest wedely doresbuted and pl:nufulr_a_r;_':nmuhopd?\' »
north-castern Rhode-i1, but that the zebra 12 ¢won more abundant. thee bun}Ez ! :;rufr},[;

damt. " igres plan which decsonot conten half a dezes chncnm:lnsvt nm“h“r
o urin Lige numbers but notimswaime 4o wa thea ibcfwrc rmu;rp.cx(R;urinﬂn 8 o
rank . Unfortunatds oo sy theress hasdly a qlxmb“ 0 nnrth'crmv&rn o lsn w ';“L
sobracan booven, and the antelopos enlt viat the: graelands sinly duning the night.
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Thix is because ™ dambos ™ provide the essential dry season grazing for these animals but
these pasture . ar: powaday. often ringoed round with African cultivations or are favourcd
places for hunting parties duning the dry months after the grass is burnt, and the sun has
set,

Heughos (1933 rofirs to his - in the Bangw:uly Swamp from 1901-19 ard h
writings arc full of interst.  Hu seems to be the first writer to record the vast herds of
black lechwe at Mbo Island, he states, *“ their numbers must be seen to be believed ™.
But cven in his time great slaughter evidently took place. He states, * cast of the Luapula
natives harry and drive the lechwe in the marshes all day long, using nets and dogs;
also pole-traps are set for them. Enoemous loads of levhwe biltong are dried, more than
the huntors can ever cat but at is baitored for other produce . Other gamie was al o
abundant on the flats and Hughes likens parts of the arca to a farm-yard. At Mbo Island
again he says ** a grand varietv of big game 1o be seen. all in view at onve, roan, reedbu. k.
hart boeot, puku, oribe, chectah . H - aiso notes that game, e pecially buffalo, had teen
gready thinned by the cinderpest epidemte of 18%0, but was increasing rapadly during the
peeiod 1909-19. He makes special mention oft he tsesesbe (sassaby; antelopes which
occurred all over the southern plains between the Luapula and Chambeshi Rivers thousth
they never cross either. Sitatunga were abundant in the Jong swamp grasses,

When the present writer first vistted Bangweulu in 1939 he was also impressed by th.
thou-ands of lechwe 1n the vianity of Mbo Island. More recently we have carred our
acrial surveys (1954 and 1959) and some 15,000 head were photographed upon cach
occasion in the Mpika and Serenje Disteicts, Vesey -FuzGerald (1955%. A subsequent
ground visit to the leckwe pastures ater the mest recent count revcaled that the herbag:
was grized down to the water level, so the heeds in this aeea are evidently still very num-
crous in relation to their pasture. Other game however is now scarce on the flats, Vast
stretches of the grassland, as viewed from the air, especiatly to the north of the swamp ir:
the Luwingu Disteict are empty. The tsessebe are nowadays restricted to a few lecalised
areas where herds of only a few hundred survive.

1

Hughes also wandcred further aficld and describes the vicinity of Mpika as a sporrs-
muns paradise. This wis up to 1914, it certainly is no paradise for game today. In the
vicinity of Fort Roscbery also he savs game existed in good varicty but in small numbers
owing to comparatively dense native population. Hartebeest were the most plentiful of
the larger antelopes, running in herds of a couple of dozen, often with zebra. all over the
park-hke stretches alon;: the rivers. He record- the abundance of reedbu k seen along the
Chambeshi, and says that puku are the principle game seen by teavellers on the river,
giving the appearance thae they are vers commean. But, he writes, * they are just a thin
red hine along the banks presenting casy shot. and are in greater danger of extermination
than any other species . This List remark is very true, puku having been shot out from
most reaches of the rivers of Northern REode-aa though small, ~vateeecd flocks stlf occu:
i some places  In mo-t respects Hughes' comments on the ditntur o the species are
applicable to-day but the numbers he records are at preseat sadly depleted.

Grogan (1900 , who waiked from Cape to Cairo, hunted rhinoceroses on the Chozi
Flats of the Abercorn-Isoka Districts in 1899, None ovcurs here now and there is not
even anv tradition among Africins that rhivo evee occureed i this arca The beaatiful
grass plan of the Chos was aloat that me the haunt of © countle-~ herds of puku ™ tan
s doubtful i more than a luadial exist anywhere on the Chambeshi drainage at the

—
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present tme. But even Grogan bad to walk sixteen mile to come up with roan which he
particulacly coveted, beciuse, he says, * the slwghter of game had already started in the
area . He wntes © drives were orzansed against funncl-shaped fences and sometimey
200 animals were killed as a result . ‘T'he Chozt Flats and other similar types of rivenine
grassland in Northern Fhedeia are renckably devoid of game and of domestic stock at
tie pre tiae and oid residents have ool the present writer how they remember
great massacres taking place on the great flat grawslands during times of high flood when
the animals were restricted to small islands of clevated ground

Melland and Cholmeley 1912, whe broviled through the heart of Atrica also spent
some ume in the Abercorn District of Notthern Rhodean, "They state that the Mningi
Pz nerhy, atter e gt fiees, was the rosort of lirge quanates of game. As recently
2. 1939, when the present writer irst kpuy thes pans, it was a1 unusual to se. reedbuck,
elind, eoan, Lachienstein™s harteboest, or watzrhu k(s abroad there ta the day time.
But at prosent s vers eaee e anstiore.z out i the op e b das, thes b bush pigs are
commen at ;mght and o.cadonally atew vf the antebpe and wacthogma Do encountered
there in the small hour, ol the mornin,:. Lion however are sull regular visitors.

Ansell (19591 gives us an erudit: acoount of the past and present distribution of
ungulates in Northern Rhedean After pomntng out that cettnn ammals were naturally
abnent (rom parts of the country he discusses the (rramentaton of the ™ original range ™

Bush-group grasdand an the Chambeshs Flats, A tvpe of cuntry formerly most
Frequented by searh all tope ot gome, But e < adle cmpty and unused hy any
hvaman o tinity
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of muny kinds as the result of human activity during the present centurv.  Modern
Rhodesians have al-o changed ther habits and range. Old umer. lived in remote bush
stations and travelled slowly in the low country where animals were to be found. Therefore
they saw what there wir 1o see and hunted of acces-ity. But now most people live in big
rewns and travel far and fast b car or by aie. They therefore do not see even the animal-
t 1 there oo, and big gams hunting for sport is now constdvrad to be hardly worth the
trouble in our country. But there still remain a few keen naturalists and rather mor:
photographers who are successful in their quests because they taxe the trouble to go and
look for the animals in the placc where they live. The quention ts therefore, where do the
animals still hive and Low are they faring there, Astley Maberly (1939,

The * big gume ™ or wildlife of Rhodesia can be rather loosely divided into four
communitic..  Firstly the woodlind and valley species which includes zebra, roan, sabl:.
kudu, elephant, buffulo, rhinoceros, waterbuck, impala, cland, duiker, Lichtenstein's
hactebeest, hushbuck. and warthog. Sceondly the speciatised riverize and flond-plain
spectes swohas lestese, puka, s aby, ceettack and et This 1 che iatousive southen
** plans game *" clement, which is poorly represented in mo ¢ of Rhode-ia, such as walde-
beest (very locall, gazelles (i.e. springbok in Bechuanaland but not reaching Northern
Rhodesia). giraffe, fvery local and never ocourring in the prevalent Brachystegia woodlund?
and ostrich (which according to Benson and White (1957 survive only as stragglers
And fourthly the animaly of speaial habstats, such as kKhp.pringer on rocky summuts,
sitatunga in swamps, hippopatamus in rivers, amd the rarer species of duiker in relic
forest patches.

Animals in the first group ranged widely over the Territory in carly days, though the
rhinoverns was already in decline before man’s interveation. They were, however, only
encountered in large numbers when concentrated on their dey scason pastuees in the valley
grassland:.  Such pastures have for long been the happy hunung ground of sportsmen
and others, and they have also been used for stock rearing, and their perimeters are often
cultivated. The wild animals have therefore encountered hunting presuure, and competi-
tion with man's acuvitics during their visits to this essential grazing, which period also in
many cases concides with the breeding season.  They heve therefore become scarce and
shy and restricied to the remoter places, with the resvlt that the extensive wet scason
rang- is no longer fully occupicd. Nevertheless no species ha- yor become extinct in the
country as a whole.

Animals of the second group were at ons time the nuewe speetacularly abundant of
al! form+ of wildht: in Rhodesia. But, remembering, Hughes' remark, they formed only
a thin red hne 7. They were alwass casy 10 find and to “hoot and as a result long
reaches of their riverine habitats are now empty. “The flood pluns on the other hand are
ditlicelt of acees and w eless for any fizm of development. nd it was here the greatest
conentration . of amaly cecurred and even noew dosull ocour i the country

Animals of the third growp were always local in distribution, and much of their
rane has been game rewerse sinee the carly dass, Inosuch plaos tiey probably exist, on
sutference. much as they did in formes davs.

Animal: of the fourth group depend entirely on the proocrostis of thetr bubia:

The Ligh hills remain ahabitat tor klipspringer as do the swamps for sitaitunga. The case
of the hippopotamu- 1s rather difterent bocause there are ether demands on the river
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Fhie hippo cluster in qQuict pouls of unfrequented rowhos of the river, proeferably
with a firm bunk along which they cin wander at night. In the war between man
and natuee, hippo are seldim e apgressoes

habitat. namely fishunz, navigaton and cqulsivat o, and 1f theo interests conflict with the
welfare of the hippos. the latter suffer. Nevertheless even to-duy the hippo s quite
common and wsually @ be found wherever suitable waters exist.

What then can be done. and should bz don. to cosser. ¢ the wildlife resources of our
country ? The amwer is susely quite claar from the foregoing aceount of the animals and
theie habitar The wide rancng woodbind and vall 5 g Jaad speai, which includes
mastof th:  commn ™ gume ammal, o R et caa b L ossers od by pr teung them
on therr restricted Jiv seaon paturc Atthe wer nf the vear when they are, or shouid
be, concentrated on these patures they threater s crope, and in must aeeas comprete with
o domestic stock beowsstees wesadlvitaca oball s p e i Rhodest which are
notocnuped by wattde Theret co all bootng the take (e at the tme of year is
parely for the pot ot profat, o thaahy poetdicd in the pame of sport. Pot hunters and
weachers aee doing thome e adbsenn s G ane Sy et tw nme of year, The
“thin red hn: oo nver wdplain speas <wuld be coneerved ar all seasons,
because proper game management it thiy envreament v pa: the highest dividends
and will provide the prevtea benchis tothe greaes moames of P v aend o reap
harvest feom these othersre unprodutece thd plan paare.  The natusal harvest of
the swamps s fish and of the A -plon pame. botl Cewe reotsees < be mauntaned by
proper munagement bt both can be cady Jost by toaghiles. expluitation,
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The ** plains game ™' clement can be. and indeed 15, preserved in properly managed
pame resesves which are an as ot to the country because visitor. will continue to come 1
increasing numbers to see and photograph these animuls of Africa. "Tourists can however
enjoy this African fauna in other neighbouring countnes to better advantage than in
Rhodesia. So if Rhodesia is to maintain its trads in tourists it must pay fuller attention te
the future welfaze of its own share in the heritage of Africa. The animals which a--
restricted to special habitats will be themselves conserved if their habitats are adequately
preserved and protected. And it is perhaps the most important duty of the present-day
Rhodesians to sce that adequate samples of thuir couatryside are in fact handed on to

furure g: The tim: b com: when the ¢ noept of nature roerves mua b
developed in this country because their value and importance in any part of the world

increases as the country becomes more developed and the people become more civilised
and prosperous. Fortunately all these natural a-sets and resources of Rhodesia can sull be
saved and developed, but it is essential for the benefit of the future that the knowledge and
effort of the present are applied to good effect.
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KANYANTA AND HIS TIMES
Ly J. E. THOMAS

N the carly 1860's 2 man was born in the Bemba country who was to live in, and help
mould. the most impaciant perind 1 his teibe’s history.  This min was Mfupa
Kanyantt. He later ganed another name, Kalonga Nsofy, because of his prowess as an
clephant hunter. Tle wis no ordinacy tribesman however, since his mother, always the
most important person in the Bemba fanuly hierarchy, was a woman of considerable
position in the Bemba Royal Family. It was therefore clear that this first born of Kangwa
Chonya, niece of Chitimukulu Chitapankwi wis, as a birth right, to have every opportunity
of achicving fam:. His beritag: wa . soor: made clear to the young Kanyanta for when he
was stll a boy his uncle Mubanga Chipoya, then Nkolemfumu, took him away from his
parents 5o that he should learn the clements of chieftainship. The character of Mubanga
Chipoya is drawn fully for us in the autobiography of Bwembya. an old inhabitant of his
area{in Ten fricans, edited by Marjory Perkam). Here was a chief who clearly manifested
all the traits which the Bemba admired in a leader. e was wise and dignilied. He would
sit on an anthill »nd discuss tribal affairs with his elders while the people of his village
listened in respectful silence. When Jater he became Mwamba he was arrogant and had
little respect for hix Paramount Chief. Indeed he went so far as to imprison one and
carry on 2 life-long feud with another. He was a grear warrior, and gained the compli-
mentary and all-embracing title, * Bow of the Lubemba”. Undoubtedly Mubanga
vontributed much both to the incecasing nulitary prowess of his tribe, and to the con-olida-
uon of the semi-insular status of the Mwamba chieftainship

Under the tutclage of so great a chicf, the young Kanyanta could not fail to develop
all his latent talent. And in addition. Kanyanta had the good fortune to be Mubanga’s
Savourite nephew, The v\ e of the tribe say that this affection was not only a reinlr of
the normmd I AT *phew and his maternal uncle, but also bu-ause Mubanga
re-ognised 1n Kanyanta tho-> qualities which ke mos: adm.red. the qualiiies of bravery
and wisdom. Kanyanta thus had the benefit of contact with, and instruction from, the
man who probably was the strongest chief in Bemba history

As soon a. Kanyanta was ol enough e marnied the daughter of Mubanga Chipoya,
a girl called Chilesha Kapokit. Se after thes Kanvanta's mother bevame Chandamukulu.
which position tgether with that of Mutukamfumu. were the most important which a
Bemba womana could hold. This rise in the hierarchy resulted in her evacuation of
Musowa, the smuall chiel's arei in Kasama Disteict in which Kanyanta had beea born,
Kanvanta wa, given this country. and so had his first oppartumity to put into practice
wit ke bad leare dac the courtef hes uncle. Here Kaneaara buelt has first village and
called it Choma

At about this ttme Dr Faving.tone visited Chipapankwa. A~ a young boy Kanyanta
shared the excitenvent when Dro Levingstone visited the chief. This was in Jaouary,
1867 Even as carlv a- thiv the travellir reonds that the power of the Bemboa was beginning
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