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02e11n~ to r c f u  a o11c t 1 1 0 ti clr e peldlturr 0 3  b u a n t ~  ~cliernc= 11 a -arge~ 
llgule for the District na-  PM eecltld duilng the \ear 

10 The scheme \\as ~ i o i  ~nt~oduced until late October and ther? \\= not the 
tl-ile nithln nhicn to judge 1 t  c f I ~ ~ i l \  eness before t h ~  end of the I car, biit there \\tie 

zone s ~ g -  of ill(  re~5t.d efiort 

l1 S- L *  ~ n d  hou-m, clihcul ie* prc ented i i i i i l \  ullt cl t rori 111 LI e Sortllern 
Pro\ incc- but ihe mhabltanth of Shata  Raj D~strlct conilnued LO m a ~ n t a ~ n  their high 
raie of ermm killing up qcr i l  c :LIITIII~U- cf thc 1>0uni\ sclirlne 1111s scheme nas 
1Lo extended to Rump1 Disrnc t 1 ~tc. 111 tht: VC Ir 

l 2  ilppcildis I1 4 o\ - the det 111s of iii~m ils cli:po~cd of ant1 Appencli.. 111 
Ao\\ s re\ enut accl umg frcjm crop protection act11 int 

1 3  Tlie nurn1)cr of licen-re> fell to tli-ee durin, the i t .  ir a111 tl1e.e tnree \\ere 
not 111 contlnuou- act1011 1 5 5 0  reptllcs ~ c r e  iepo~ red ~b ha\ Ink 1 eel1 capturt d Of 
tlm total b l  ere trapl~ed L\ l tnc ~ n -  

I4 Tl~ere \\ere l n d l ~  Ltlori- tc nards tl e cnd o: tl e \ear c f  -omc re-urgence m 
the crocodde popul L ~ I O I I  Foi the m04 p ~ r t  the lelatn e proportions of the \arious 
qze, in the ca c11 rcmanrcl illuch the same a. m prellous )ear- but there {{as an 
app1 eciablb bi~lier proport~on of lar-e croco&les p ir-lc ular l\ ton ard- the end of thc. 
J eai and m Central Pro\ in( ate rs 

13 Dalna .e to gill-ntt- ls .l130 pe~cepttbll hec?tlrr In the clos~ng month- of 
the bear a d  ir loobed x c n  ~rlurl a- I! the h~inieci arc as had Ieccl\ecl qulte 1 number of 
immlgi ants fro111 part. of tlie I ike not \. et rnuch expll nte l 

16. On tlic. \vhole it does not al)pe:lr tlxlt the crocodile population is plogic~si\ ely 
declining. On the contrarb it seems to halve steatlled, though naturfiUy at ;L lower 
level than before esploitation started. 50 far the onl! ill effect v hicli appear5 like!y 
to follon thc diminishment of the croco&lc population IS an inrrease in tlie number of 
oiters in the I-pper Shiir Ri:-er and t l i t -  incrcascd raiding of trap- b;- the-e ~nimal:. 
I l i s  dis:ldi.:ntagc is, ho\\-e\.er at  Last for tlic time bting, more than oft& b!. the 
i~lcreasecl opportunities of g~ll-nettlng. 

I S The gt neral picturc m tht Res~ r l  ( s  is th it g ilne I- z t ~ l l o ~  the lilcrrase In all 
of tliein r ~ t h  tlie pos-iblt- eszeptlon of trle I -ng\\c 

19 I11 th r  lI\ \ab\ I Re-ext: n j  ila no\\ seem furl\ i 111 cstabli I i c  d They mere 
st en ct er j month from Julj on iards b i  thc Rc serx r Guar(1- ind it mter\ d. b\ the 
(~an l e  Con-rol Ofhct r. C)nr c m  non more or lesq ~ e l \  on seelog 11moce10~ i t  l e s t  
\ \~rhln the port1 In of t l ~ r  RE-en t \\h~cli 1s the~r  cilo.en l ~ a b ~ t a t  and buffalo appear to 
h L \  e more pc rrn merit res~dc irce In tlir area These lattc r ere 0b.c n ed b\ thc Game 
lie-ell e (;II,LI~-- ei er)   no nth from 31 1) onc ards, and ~t ..et rns probable tllc! are 
pre-rnt ill the I tar  round S l k  kucl11 impala and r-e I b 11-0 c n t  r u r  to I e 
seen f i  equen t l ~  

20. The increasing number or occasions on xt-l-hich game i- obse~ved in the 
\-kinit\- of tni. main road passing through the Iiota 1Cor.i Re-er\ e. lend colour to 
reports of an increased population in thi. area. Such ob-t rvatlon+ are s t d  t k  
exception rarl-tr than the rule but since there were pract~cally none a t  'all three or 
four !-ears >KO their occurrence. even in small n u ~ b e r -  is enco;ir>pcg. Game 



Reseme Guards' reports. and t1.e obser~ations of tl~c. Game Control Ofilcer, indicate 
respectable populations of eleplianc, buitnlo, eland, roan, sable, hartebeest and 
waterbuck, niih kudu and a number of 1-arictie: of small buck in lesser numbers. 
Rhinoceros arc also occa:ionally seen. 

21. Iiasungu Resenx continues to carry a fair elepllvnt popul.ltion, n-hich 
sl~on-s no siqn of declining. Other anilnzls, lioa~ever, alrhough presrrlt in fair numbers 
if the e\id&ice of spoor is to be bclievcd, are still dizappointingl>- war>- in their 1:abits. 
In the latter part of the dry season, a t  least, thcy leave thc. opcn dnrrzbos for the denser 
bush very early in the morning. Nc~crtht.lcs> a sati.;facton- numhrr of bufialo, 
eland, roan, hartebeest and zebra Lvcre obsei~ecl during the year by the Ciame Control 
Officer and Guards, trhilz the Secretary of thy Fauna Preservation Societ!. himself 
can vouch for the presence of rllinoceros. 

2.7. The hlajete Reben-e game populations are reporrcd a5 b d ~ l i n g  up vcq- 
satisfactorily, though there is still a great deal of nlo~wnent  of soft-sl.rinnetl bucl; out of 
the area in the dry season, which, of coul.se, esposes them to  sl~ooting. This move- 
ment may be in search of water, and llas a11ray.s bcen assumed to be so, but the area is 
not ai badly watered a5 was a t  one tini;: tliought to be tlle caie, and at  least some of 
the movement is probably in search of clry season grazing. r\;ever~l~eless very cncour- 
aging concentrations can be observed in thC main river valley during the dry season. 

33. Poaclling in the above Resert.es, though it .;till continues, is gradually being 
brought under better control and there \Yere successful prosecutions in respect of 
ofiences in the Iiasungu, hln-abt.i and Flajcte lieser-ves. 

54. On the Nyi!;a Plateau game population: have built up consider;ibly follotring 
tile prol~ibition of hunting a t  the begmning of 1952. \Vith the ttithdrawal of the 
officials of the Colonial Development Corporatio~i hoin Chelinda camp, ho~vever, 
fo~otr ing the cessation of their softcrood esperirnents, poaching i again reaching 
serious proportions. 

25. Unfortunately these circu~tistanccs ha\-e coincided tvith the difficult staff 
position reported in t l ~ c  nr<t section and it has been impossible to post a senior officer 
to the Kortliern Pro\,ince thi: year. I t  is, hot$-ever, hoped that i t  \\-ill be po.csible to 
remedy this situation in 195s. 

26. IYith regard to  opening rcsert.es to visitors progress \ss :a little disap- 
pointing. Due to staff shortages and to late raia in ihc preceding wet S-on, there 
\\-as delay in completing ihe reopening of the liasungu camp ancl it 11-as not ready till 
too late in the season to bc of i ~ ~ u c h  scrvice. I t  should be possiblc ro make a better 
slloning in 195s ni th  the problems more clearlb- in view and the Lisitu River already 
strongly bridged as a rrejult of this year's efforts. 

5;. Outside the Game Reserves there is little of moment to report. The figures 
of licences taken out shou a small risc from prr:t.ious years, but arc still verl- far short 
of the number of firearms registered. The number of I'rotectorare licencer. taken out 
is still very small, surprisingly so in of the limitcd clledule oi the Resident's 
licence nliich most people take out and it is drfficult to escape the conclusion that 
these limitations are frequently ignored. 

2s. There were some successfcl prosecutioil~ oi those offenders \rho employ 
1luntei-s to s11oot for them ~ l t l i  a loaned firearm. 

29. Ne~ertheless, game s t i  persists in a number of areas outside Ke5erves 
though it is no\\- mostly nocturnal in halit. The Sumbu area of Chiktvatva still has 
a fair game population and a good deal of time \\-a2 spent this season in trying to 
prevent poaching there. This locality may U-ell offer possibilitie= for a Controlled 



-11 ea 1i e 1-11~ recogl~lzab~e I)oulldar~es c 111 Ix d, fin1 d Elcph mt on thp Cave lIarlear 
penm-1 l .t~ll p~r.1-t anct ert -ten II t11c \ 1:1I11i\ O i  ~ t l e  Pal1 I Ce ? c  11 Inn and I ake- 
slmore cottagc s on a 1mu111ht of oc ca~ioil- 

.v) \l I I L ~  (log U c I e  11-3 lr e \ ~ d ~ r l c c  in i11c Lol er Rlr er  i-t a ge e r d t  i h ~ u g h  
nlcjle particulail\ In t l l  ~ I L J  te a ~d ~ I M  ib I RI :-VC- One 1- doubtc 11 \\hethe- ro 
dt p1 ,re tlle appcarancc of thc -.e \ elk dc stl uc tn  e ~nlinal. 01 to 1, clcoil~e thrm a- a 
sign t h ~ r  ihr rc I- .orrc 1 1  rra+ 111 , imc to aitraci i n  In to the srca Touara- the 
entl oI rllc 1 car u r L ~ , C  n n-- \ er( nmailt for tll t c lreful rccordi lg of u')-el a gm- of 
tlic-c anll~al. \\it11 a le\ to g( ttln: v4inc idea of the11 c\ tle of n o \  ernent- a* a 
prc 111~'- to a1 attrrmpr tl I onil 11 ill nl Thc S\ ,t ?land 1 au 11 Prest r\ rtloll Soclet5 
\ 1. akicL11 to CO operat ap 1 I I- hcr~~ed Ill ~t rnerll>t.r- nil1 a I-t during the coning 
1 e~L1 

3 1 \n ob,er\ atlon o r111 loce ro- m ide b\ lrr  O J C ire\ (12 lie C ontrol 
Ofilcel I, pt I llap3 11 orth rlcordl,~, In llie corllp irlr of t v  o C ur,e Re er\ e (,uards 
In tile 1\11 ab\ I lie er\ c 11c c lmc unt spcctt dl\ on a bull rlllno 111~ a111in,i1 \I as 
ag,le\.il E b ~t he 11;~s ?bl io i t  t behmcl a roe 1 bcrorr lt clla-g( d nl  11e the Game 
Guards slmllul\ froze I)cIl~ntl trce- IIe then atttmptctl to ta!\e a photom~ph 
I J U ~  .IllLe lie \\as uslng a refles c arnt ra hncl to  espo-e him-c If aboi e the rod, to do io 
011 c icli occa-1011 he n~ 1 e an attempt the I Illno made an abortn e charge up to L I I ~  
roe l. a ~ d  Ile 11 id to cl ouch dov 11 sun liter so ne time t l ~ e  I hlno n 3- lamed b\ t\\ o 
tlcl -b~rd- On the nest occa-. on that hlr Care\ shone 1 lun15elf abox c t h ~  lock tlle 
t#l.-blrd- ob-l r\ cc1 h ~ m  md ga C tllelr a1 i ~ m  cr\ \ I i e r c ~ ~ ~ o n  tlleofiirer \\ 15 I ~tclested 
to o l~~c; r \e  tli ~t tlir I Ilino ]in .I( J atel, ttu Ile 1 t ul 211 4 111 lde off a- q 11ckl7 a- po.,ible 

31 I t  temt d tli i t  tllc 41muh  of the llarm r\ 1 rouglir f~rt11 t l ~ t  InAmr matt 
Ie.1)on.e OI r e ~ r t  it, ~ ~ o t \ \ ~ t l l s t  I I I ~ I I I ~  the t u11t r Lggle--n c respon-e to tli presc rice 

an unl,no\\n objc cl 

35 I l l e  queitlon or L 11 \\.11c1 1 1 1  cls Plot~ctlon Ord~nancc u 1. -tdl under 
d1,cu--ion u i  h the 1 aunz s o ~ i t  L F  at  the clwe of the I ear 

(c) F is l ie r~ .  

::I 11 e tlg,ure o r  l ' I ;  ~ a ~ c h  ptr unlr effort (JI i l ~ c  L \ ~ O  ~arnl)le IlIlk-11~tb 111 tile 
-0uth c 1st ir171-110\\+ a m- 111 d t~ l i ne  from t'le I 'ISt? l  \ c1 tllou,l it 1- 5t1Il 1 r ~ l ~ a ~ .  
soi~ie ear5 a60 

35 It is houexer c o  be not d tlill one ol tll- t\ D hrlns \rbo-e ca- he5 1 a \ e  
L c ~ n  the b 1-1- oi cnlci~lat~on~ ior borne \.eel]< gre<ttl\ ~ncrea\ecl 1l.e Size of it, ling net. 
c l u ~ i ~ g  1CliT I l l  In iklng illo\ dncc for this it h!> bLtn ~s,umed tllat thc ca tch l& 
lblllt\ of a nn, net increa-e- In dlrtct plopor11011 to tlie m reai in size hut thl, m 11 

\\ell er1 on e i ~ l l e ~  hide of t i ~  t ~ u t h  .O the del 111 of t l i ~  103h 57 companzon cannor tc 
full1 l t l l ~  l llpl 11 

30 (,ill net I i l L z f i i  I C i t~he. ~110, a sinall ilse 111 me sout 11 e~l-c arin 1 ills m L\ 
\\ell reiiec t tn f ct that r, nlo~c acc urdte method c f  c a l ~ t ~ l a t i n ~  thl; effort e~mmploj~,. 
has been used thi- 1 c- Lr 

37 1 1 1 ~  total l indlng- of T 1zpz rnaml\ from nn, nets 111 the .ouLl e1.t 
~~mc~ea:ed \)I ibout 55 per cent but the nu~nber of pull5 mcrca*ed b\ per ceni 
Phi. e\en \c~rlout an1 d o \  ance iur the 1ncrea.ed -ue of net in ule gl\c:, general 
support to tnt mpre.slon of a -Iiallth rrduc ~1 stoch n ' ~  :h mmt r@ 2 fro111 -he fibuie. 
icr 111d1\ laual nets l lus n it be dut to -omc purelr 11 ~ tu r a l  call-e but Ins\ a1 o be 
due to L] e pre ent greatl\ 111cr -el l  effort bang Inore il .c t ie s r o ~ k  can bear. 




