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Dehorning bid to save rhinos from poachers 
HE DIRECTORATE 
of Nature Conservation 
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extinction, unattractive to  
poachers. This is the first 
time that such a measure 
has been tried. and it has 
divided leading conserva- 
tionists in the region. In the 
past 15 years, poachers, 
armed today with powerful 
weapons. have killed more 
than 65 000 black rhino in 
Africa. reducing their num- 
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year. Rhino horns-which Conservarionisrs wage d ~ e  battle for lirrle big horn 
may each sell for up to 
G0 000--are traded mainly in Yemen, workers then sawed off the horn and admin- 
where they are prized as a material for istered an antidote that restored the animals 
dagger handles, and in the Far East, where to consciousness. Polla Swart, Namibi 
they are ground U and used in medicine chief of nature conservation. said tha& 
and aphrodisiacs. rn the Namibian experi- measure deprives the rhino of its only deans  
nent.  conservationists shot the animals of defence against predators. She sxplained 
jom a helicopter with darts that were that the experiment was only bein tried in 

g drug. called Damaraland. a semi-arid area "acre the 
ter stress. D e  rhino has few natural enemies." 9 3 
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GemdG 5 1 Abschn. 3 des Bundesdatmschuagesekes vorn 27. 1.1977 werden personenbezogene Deten ausschlieClich f u r  pubiiz~stische Zwedte gespe~chert und herauy)eQebsn. 




