
BOTSWANA'S RHINOS - 
A SAD TALE 

Ile long awaited acrid ccnsus of rhinos in 
<)r~hcrn Botswana got undcnvay on 17 
cl~tcmber 1992 hcadd ep by Peter tlitchins 
I tlie Rhino & Elephant Foundation (REP) 
'ith a team of suppon personnel from 
,otswana, South Africa and Namibia. 

Ilcsurvey, which m k  placcovcrtwo weeks, 
,)vcred an area of approximately 15 OM) 
.luare kilometres. Funding of the project 
.i~r~cfrom the World WidcFurld for Nature, 
Ioeg Kong. 

toral of 7 white rhinoceros were counted. 
lo black rhino were found. 

I was felt thal allowing for the errors in 
,)utting, inherent in any uerinl survey, tllat 
; I I I U I I ~  (sic) as 12 animals may exist. I t  had 

.ot been expected to find any black rhino as 

.o sightings of spoor or clroppings had bccn 
;~)orlcd for sonle lime. 

ollowing Illissurvey ,REPsubrni~tedarcpon 
the Director, Department of Wildlifc & 

cational Parks recommending that either 
l c  a~~irllals counted be dc-horned and/or 
.IVC radio collars f i t t d  or, preferably, bc 
,rl)lured and re-locatecl to the bomas ut the 
11cof tlie proposed Klranla Rhino Sanctuary 
c:rr Scrowc. Thc cost of UIC latter would be 
. l20 000, as quotcd by rllc Natal Parks 
to;~rtlnnd REPwcrcprcparul to put R40 (KM) 
)wards [his cost. 

Finally, after much discussion, the Botswana 
Govcrnrncnt agreed to the m-location option, 
using the Nauil Parks Board animal capture 
unit. 

They, however, declined REF's offer of 
financial assislunce in ll~ccapturensREP hod 
already agreed to contribule R25 000 to the 
conslnrclion of the bomas at Serowc and pay 
for the upkeep of the captured animals in the 
bomas for 6 months. 

The capture operation took place in early 
February and m k  15 days. 

Only four animalscould be found for capture 
(one not accounted for in the aerial census). 
Evidence found pinta!  to Ihe fact dial four of 
the animals counted in September had fallen 
to poachers since that time. 

Of the four aninlals (ranslocaled to Serowe, 
one died shortly afterwards from a bullet 
wound inflicted prior to capturc. The 
mmnining three - a male, u female and acdf.  
haveadapted wcll tothebomaarld show no ill 
cfkcts from the nlovc. 

The sad part of 111c story is that OWLS 
arrangecl for tllc lrar~slocaliorl of over 70 
white rhino to Botswana in the 1970's. 

The population flourished initially and 
cs t i~~~ated  numhcrs of l(M)-150 werc being 

ba~idiui about even rls~ecently as 1990 whcn couldexplain why llleysctdddown soquickly 
Llle P C ~ ) W ~ I I I C I I ~ O ~  Wildlife & Nutin~~al Parks to tllcir Iwma Ilorne. 
supplied figures for lllc IUCN publication 
'Biodivcrsity in Sub-Saharan Africa and its Perhaps Lhal's the only happy notc in this sad 
Isla~~ds'. saga? - Thc two rhino that mi~nagcd to 

sllrvivc 15 vwrs of frcctlom in  thc 
As you can see clscwl~erc in tllis 

i issue, fourrhinos could have 
been purchuse<l from 
the Nuuil Parks Board 
for the sarlle mount  
as it cost to re-locate 
them from northern 
Botswana. In fact, Ule two 
remaining adulu can be 
seen from their car clippings 
to bc ex NPB anyway1 Which 

FUTURE EVENTS 
A rf Exhibition 

f Wearelloltfingan Art Exl~ibilion with Jeppc's ~llugnificant painting of a : 
original works of Arl for sale, at the Sausage trcc. The purchiue of these f . Floreum, Emmarenlia Dam, from the prink will automatically enter you into 
13th to 16111 May. 'Ill~officid opcning the draw wilb threc wondcrfi~ rizesus 
will 1% on Friday 14th as tl~c 13th is a describul clscwhcrc in the n&lcttcr. 
public holiday. This will be a chccse 
and wine affair. starting III 6.30 for The artists sclling works arc Skvc Risi 
7.00 p.m. - an irlcretliblc bronzc sculptor; Cluirc 

Abboit, Jxqueli~lc Castlc, Jcnni Song 
'I'l~isExhibition will launch ll~csclling and Mariunnc Nicl~olls - all cxccllcnt 
of 300 numbered prints of Burl~nra artists. 

' d Please dlarlse these dates and come and see andlor 
purchase some original works of art. 




