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INTKODUCI'ION 

One of the most important aspects of any conservation programme is the 
assessment of spccics distributions. From a practical viewpoint such 
:~sscssnicnt providcs the basic distribution infornlation on which to monitor 
future changes. I t  is these cllanges, rather than an animal's distribution at any 
particular time, which are of intercst to wildlife managers. They tell us some- 
thing about that animal's ability to survive in any particular area, where 
environn~ental conditions may themselves be changing. 

. , In this paper we atternpt to go bcyond simply dcscribing the present 
distributions of various I;lrgc rn:~mmals on private land in Natal, and inclutle 
some inform;~tior~ concerning thcir st;ctus. We define an animal's 'status' as its 
'potcntial for long-term survival'. This is clearly affected by many factors, 
somc of which arc properties of the animal, sonic properties of its environ- 
ment, and somc the effects of manage~ncnt. It would be impossible to 
describe these in dctail in ;I general papcr of this nature, but we can, and do, 
provide details of obscrvcd population trends throughout each species' 
range, undcr various bioclimntic conditions. 

Thc distribution of ungulates in Natal has becn the subject of previous 
papers by Vinccnt (1962) and Mentis (1974), neither of which could be 
considered in any wily dcl'initive. This contribution is being made because: 
(a)  a consitler;~blc iimount of additional information is now available on the 

subject. that grcictly improves on existing knowlcdgc, and 
(b) tcn years havc elapsed since Mentis' (1974) paper. and it should now be 

possible to identify any major changes in distribution over that period. 
Thc information corltaincd in this paper relates specifically to the 

occurrence of large n~;l~nn~;lls  on privatc land in Natal, and no attempt is 
made to record thcir status in KwaZulu, or in any of the province's 
conservation areas. i METHODS 

Approxim:~tely 5,3 nlillion hectares of land arc under private ownership in 
Natal, representing almost 60 % of the province. This land is divided up into 
approximately 8 700 f:lrming units. Since n complete survey of these wolcld 
reqicirc ;I major financi;~l conlrnitmcnt, two independent sampling methods 
have becn used to gather the required information on large niammal 

1 distributions. We review the methods briefly undcr the headings NPR farm 
surveys and GAMEQUEST survey. 

Natal I'arks Board Far111 surveys. _ ' 
. , The Natal P;rrks 13oard (NPH) enlploys twcnty extension officers (also 

known as zorlc officers), basccl at field stations throughout Natal, whosc job i t  
is to advise on veld a n d  galllc m;~nagcnlcnt on privatc land. 'I'hcsc officers are 
involved irl an ongoing programme to collect information on the status of 
g;cnic on this li~lld. tl~rough thcir own observations, and by completing a 
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Rhinoceros, white Cerntorheriltrn sinllctn 

?'his species has becn introduced to a nurnber of propertics mainly in 
north-east Natal. 

I Sable Hippotrugus ,jiger 
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Figure 47. Distribution of sable. Nipporrciglcv niger. 

An introduction has rccently bccn mndc in thc Mnguclu area. 




