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W e  may even presumc that the earliest man-whosc 
csistcnce is only 1i110wn by the imperisllable flint weapons he 
fashioned, and by  thc stains of his cave-fires-not only flayed 
the various wild animals he overcame with his stone and 
wooden implements for thc sake of thc clothing they afforded 
him, but, perhaps, inflatcd or stuffed somc of their skins wit11 . 
grasscs as "stalcs" or dccoys, or used the slcins as coverings 
wllcn stalkiilg animals of thc same spccics, and he may certainly 
havc used skins for many other purposes, and have prepared 
them also, as savagcs of latcr days havc done and still do. 

From tlicse long-vanisllcd peoplcs t o  thc Egyptians ancl 

Mcsicans, with their methods of tanning the skins ancl em- 
balming tlic bodies of thcir dead, and of cats, dogs, various 
birds, and so on, is an casy step, and they wcrc, probably, tllc 
first "animal preservers," testimonies of whose work satis- 

factorily performed arc to  be found in many museums. 
Dr. Shufeldt, of the United States National Muscurn, con- 

siders that the supposed gorillas mentioned by the Carthaginian 
navigator I-Ianno, u.c. 500, as having been killed and flaycd 
in Africa ancl afterwards convcyed to Carthngc, wl~crc " they  
were prescrvcd for many generations, are, no doubt, thc 

Gorgor~es described by l'liny." ' 
Supposing these to  have been pscsesvcd merely as flat skins, 

this would only mark the wcll-known fact that thc ancients 
wcrc perfectly well acquainted with tanning ; indeccl, this is an 
art  which cvcry savagc must know, to  say nothing of such a 
civilised people as the Carthaginians ; but if they, however 
roughly, atlcmpted to set up the slcir~s, that tvould bc indccd 
the dawn of taxidcrmy as wc understand thc meaning of thc 
word. 

Little is known of tlic beginnings of the practice of the "stuffing" 
or " setting-up " of ani~nals for ornament or for scientific purposes ; 

1 Rep. Sf,rifhsorriart /rrs/ifrrfior~ for rS92, 1'. 370. 
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and it is highly probable, from \\that we gather from old works of travel 
or natural history, that the art is not Inore than some threc hundred 
ycars old. It was practised in England towards the end of the seven- 
teenth century, as is proved by the Sloanc collection, ivhich in 1725 
formed the nucleus of the collcction of natural history now lodged in 
the galleries at South ICcnsington.' 

This assumption as to  the thrcc hundrcd ycars' limit 
clerivcs sornc corroboration from anotlicr statcmcnt made by 
Dr. Shufeldt, who writes : 2- 

Probably, as Mr. Goodc infornis me, thc oldest museum sl)ecimcn 
in cxistcnce is a rliinoccros still preserved in  thc Royal hluscurn of 
Vertebrates in Florcncc. This was for a long tinlc a feature of the 
Rfedicean h1useum in Florence, and was originally niounted for thc 
museum of Ulysscs Aldrovandus in Bologna. It dates fro111 the 
sixteenth century. 

Davie also says :- 

It is told that thc first attempt to stuff birds mas when the 
Hollanders in the early part of the sistcenth century began their 
commercinl intcrcoursc with thc East Indics. 

A noblcman brought back to Amsterdam a largc collection of live 
tropical birds and placcd them in an aviary, which was heated to thc 
proper tcniperature by a furnace. It happened that thc attendant onc 
night bcfore rctiring carelessly left the door of Lhc furnace open, 
thereby allowing the smoke to cscape, which suffocated the birds. 
The nobleman beholding the destruction of his large collection, which 
was thc pridc of the cily, began to clcvisc Incans for the prescrvatio~i 
of the dead birds. To this end the best clicmists of Amsterdam mcre 
called in for consultation, and it was decided to skin the birds and fil l  
thcir skins with llie spices of lhc Indics for their prcservalion. This 
was done, arid tlicy wcrc then wircd and ~iiounted to represent life. 
For many years they mere the hobby of the nobleman pnd the pride of 
the inhabitants. 

1 EricycIop,rin Ilrifa~rtrica, 9th ed., vol. xxiii. p. 83. 
2 Rep. Sr,rit/rsorrian ftrsfifrrfio~i for 1S92, footnole to p. 371. 
S Ahllrocl's i~r  the Arf a/ Zilxi[/cnt~)~, I listoricnl Introduc~io~i, pp. i i . ,  iii. 
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Again, h e  says : '- 
The oldest work in my collection is a ~\mtrrunl Ifist'o~j~ l~ublished 

at Paris by the Royal Academy in 1687, on the dissection of various 
animals. In this work mention is made of the fact that the Iiollanders 
were the first to bring into Europe live specimens and skins of the 
cassolvary and a number of other strange birds which they sccurcd on 
their first voyages (151 7) to the Indian archipelago. These werc 
stuffed at Amstcrdam. 

I t  must be conceded that to  the  writings of educated 
naturalists, who wcre often medical men, we owe the genesis of 
the  prcsent mcthods of mounting animals, S o  far, howevcr, as 

can bc a t  prcscnt ascertained, onc of thc carlicst writers upon, and 
esponents of, this delightful art  was Rkaumur, who, in I 748, 
~~ubl i shcd  a treatisc on preserving skins of birds. From that  

date  onward, thc  growing importance of the subject has continu- 
ously produced a large mass of literature rclating to  it, of nllich 
a bibliography-by no means complete, owing t o  the difficulty 
of exhaustively cataloguing various t~eat ises  scattered in the  
pages of current litcraturc,-will be  found a t  thc  cnd of this 
volumc. Of the worlcs therc cnumcratcd, some arc written by 
practical mcn for practical men and beginners ; vcry few, lcss 
than can be counted on the fingers of one hand, by  educated 

Incn who were also workers ; the grcat majority a lc  mere 
com~ilations.  

There is no  doubt that  some of the tvorlcs rncntioned in 
thc  bibliography, cspccially those writtcn by such rncu ns thc 
Abbd 9lancsse, Waterton, and Captain Thornas Brown, gave a 
grcat irnpctus t o  taxidermy ; but unfortunately, although those 
writcrs ltneiv enough to bc dissatisfied with thcir own and 
others' work, yc t  thcir processes werc, except in rare instanccs 

(to be considered later), founded upon ancient mcthods which 
had no definite rules, but  left almost everything to  the fancy 

1 rl/tfhon's in the Arl of Taxider~~dy, Hislorical Introduction, 1). iv. 

A. , 
l 
I: : 

v,. 1 

'{ - 

INTf<OII  UCTION-ORIGIN AND P R O G R E S S  5 

of the  " stuffcr "- (e t~rpni ILe~~~~,  objects being formerly stuffed 
with straw),-who was, as now, usually an uneducated person 
working by " rule of thumb " ; hcnce onc can sympathise with, 
and fully endorse, the  lament of Watcrton, who writes :l- 

Twenty ycars have now rolled away since I first began to examine 
the speciincns of zoology in our museurns. As the system of prepnra- 
lion is founded in error, notlling but deformity, distor~ion, and dispro- 
portion, will be the result of the best intentions and utmost cxerlions 
of the \\.orkman. Cnnova's education, taste, and genius enabled hi111 
to present to thc world statues so correct and beautiful that they are 
worthy of u~liversal admiration. I-Iad a common stonecutter tried his 
hand upon thc block out of which these stalues werc sculpturcd, what 
a 1alnent:tble writ of symmetry and fine countenance there would have 
bccn. Now, when vrc reflect that the prescrvcd specimens in our 
museums ancl private collections are always done upon a wrong 
principle, and generally by low and illiterate people, whose daily bread 
depends upon the shortness of time in which they can get through 
their worlr, and whose opposition to the true way of preparing speci- 
mens can only bc surpassed by their obstinacy in adhering to the old 
method; can we any longer wonder at their want of success; or hope 
to scc :l single spccimcn produced that will be \vorth loolring a t ?  

Again, he' continues : '- 
JVere you to pay as much attcntion to birds as the sculptor does to 

thc human frame, you would im~ncdiatelp see, on entering a museuln, 
that the specimens are not well done. 

'This remark \\fill not be thought severe whcn you rcflcct that that 
which once was a bird has probably bcen strctchcd, stuffed, stiffcncd, 
and wired by the hand of a commnon clown. Consider likewise how 
the plumage must have becn disordered by too inuch stretching or 
drying, and perhaps sulliccl, or nt least deranged, by thc prcssure of n 

coarse and hcavy hand-plumage which, cre life had fled from within 
it, was accustomed to be touched by nothing rougher than the dew of 
heaven, and the pure and gentle breath of air. 

M'a~m&ti~t~s i~z Sorrfh A~~tcr ico  (ediled by IZev. J.  C;. IVood, 1893, 1'. 333). 
"bill., 1'. 335. 




