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Il.—~Sketch of the Mualayan Peninsula,—By Liewtenant NEWBOLD,
23d Regt. L. 1,— A, D. C.to Br. Genl. Wirsox, c. B.

Geographical position.—The Malayan Peninsula, properly so ealled,
extends from lat. N. 8" 9. to Iat. 10 221 N. where it terminates at
Point “ Romania,”" or, more correctly speaking, Ramunia, the most
southerly land of continental Asia, 'To thenorthi it is conneeled with
the great continent of India, by the isthmus of Kraw ; which, accord-
ing to Forrest, inits narcowest pavt does not exceed Y7 miles across
from sea to sea. llc states that by this isthmus an overland intercourse
for the conveyance of letlers to and frown China might be established,
which woulld obviate the necessity of going vound Point Ramunia by the
&traits of Malacenand Singapore ; there being w navigable river on the
west side, where the portagd is but six hours from another river, called
the Tomfong, which fulls into the gull of Siwn near the Sarchin Is-
lands. Natives of this part aflirm that a canal might easily be made
across the peninsula connecting the bay of Bengal, with tie China
seas, by joining the two rivers. Thit is a subject well worth the atten-
tion of Goverument. The part of the peninsula actually under Ma-
layan sway is that comprised between Point Hamunie and the sixth de-
gree of north latitude, where ils polilicnl power is bounded by the
" hay or Siamese cmpive. s eastern shore is washed by the China
geas, and its western side is separaded from the large islind of Sumatra,
by the straits of Malacea, through which, and the straits of Sunda, flows
the greal tide of commerce of the eastern and western  extremes of the
globe. The bLreadth of the peninsula is from 50 to 150 miles, and
Tength 450, s divection, somli-east,

Physical aspect and Geology.—The surface of the Malayan Peninsula,
on each side of the primitive monntains that run down its centre, is un-
dnlating towards the consts. It is shaded by primeval forests, stored
with treasures to the naturalist and botanist, und a profusion of tro-
pical verdiree, the vesull in part of the moisture with which the atmos-
phere and soil is charged. Small plains covered generally by long
grasses, oceur in positions whenee the moisture happens te be dvained ;
while the flats that wind among the low hills are swampy, and fre-
quently covered with water (o a considerable depth,  Where these flats
lie in the course of rivers, lakes are formed, sometimes of considerable
extent ; as that of Lraugh, lying ncar the centre of the peninsula be-
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tween Malacea and Pakang.  Rivulets and springs are every where
abundant. A few large vivers, having their sources in the mountainons
chain above-mentioned, empty themsclves into the seas oneither side.
Their banks are generally low, swampy, and covered with mangrove,
Nipah, Nibong and other trees. Their bottom is for the most part mud-
dy, cxcept at shorl distances from the estuaries, wheye sanid banks and
coral reefs are often met with. Their mouths are frd heently obsteneted
by bavs angmenting or decreasing according to the operation of tides,
freshes and oceanic currents, ‘I'he prineipal vivers on the west coast
are those of Quedah, Perak, Singie, Muar and Batta Puliat, or Rio For-
moso, that of Johore ut the southern extremily, and those of Pahung,
Basut, Tringaun, and Patani on the eastern shore. A number of ver-
dant islets stud the coasts, among which are the Sancari, the Pinang
the Dinding,the Sambilan, the Aroe, the Agnade, Ve Singapore, and
T'inghie clusters. ‘I'lic southern part of the Malay 'eninsula and
Buanca asstmilate in geological formation. De. Horsfield, in his obser-
vations on the mineralogical constitulion of Banea, observes that « the
direction of the island Leing from novth-west to the south-east, it follows
not only the dircetion of Sumatra and the Malayan Peninsula, but the
large chain of Asiatic mountains, one of the many branches of whieh
terminates in Ceylon ; while another traversing Arracan, Pegu, the Ma-
layan Peninsula, and probably Sumatra, sends off an infevior range
thirough Banca and Billiton, where it may be considered Lo disappear.”
This chain of mountains may be viewed as “Ihe termination of one of
those beams or pillars of lofty hills, spoken of by M. de Guignes, in
his work on the Huns, assupporting the stupendous edifice, to whicl
he compares the elevaled regions of Tnvtary, comprehending the lofty
ranges of Imaiis and Cauncasus ; andd the dome of which is represented
as one prodigions mountain, fo which the Chinese give the cpithet of
celestial, down the steeps of which numerous broad and rapid rivers
pour their waters. The Malayan chain, as far as has been hitherto
explored, is of primitive formation, principally a grey stanniferous
granite and clay slate.  As itapproaches the equator, it diminishes in
height : the highest of the Z2umbowe and Johore ranges not execeding
probably 3,000 fect above the levet of the sea ; while many ol those in
the north of Quedalk ave said tobe upwards of 6000. Mount Ophir, a
detached mountain, hetween 30 and 40 miles to the eastward of Ma-
lacea, I calculated roughly (by means of the thermometer and Uniling
water) to be 5,693 feet above the level of the sea: ils summitis of
grey granite.  Gold dust and crystals of quartz are found in covsider
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Insuerivora.—Of the tribe fnsectivore, i3 the Gymnura Rafflesti,
an animal of which 1 have not seen a specimen, called by the Malays,
I'ihus-nm-bang-bilan.  Siv 8. Raflles discovered it in Sumatra; the
native name was given to an animal brought to Celonel Farqubar,
from the inlerior of Malacea, previous to its discovery by Sir 8. R. in
Suwatra, which Sir Stamford believed identical with it. There are
several variclies of the genera T'wpaia, and Sclurus or squirrel

family.

Epentara.—Or the tribe Edentata, ave the haivy and scaly Fango-
ling, the Penggoling-rambut and Penggoling-sisik, or the short tailed
manis (M. Pentadaetyla of Linmens), called Penggolings from the
fuculty they possess ol rolling themselves up.

Pacnyprrmatas.—O7 the thick skioned family, Pachydermata, is the
clephant, Llephas maimus, in great ulumdnncei the Buda/u','or
Sumatra rhinveeros: the Malayan tapir, the dariba of F, Cuvier,
vares and (he wild hog.  Specimens of the Malayan tapic have been
senl to Barepe by Duvaneel and Sir S. Raflles ; a female upwards (.)f
four feel in height, has lately been presented by Lieulenant Mackenzie
{0 the Asiatic Society of Bengal. The remark of our Secretary Mr:
Cole, on a drawing of the animal just mentioned (Jom‘lfal No. I6, p.
[40), that *“ the figure in the Tnglish cdilifm of CflVlBl‘r represents
a comparatively light and agile animal, quite ('lcvr)fd of the h.em‘"y
look, cumbrous figure, mud rugous skin, delinealed in ll'le drawing”,
perfectly coincides with my olbsevvations on living spccnmcns'of the
Malayan tapir.  Drawings of the animal should always spec.lfy‘lhc
age or approximative ages as both the colour v'lljl} tcxfm‘c of ll-S coat
I have seen to vary as the animal grows up. I'he :.Suh.ulmrg is sup-
Josed by some zoologists to be identieal with the I:\pn". The Malays
however muke a dilfeyence, distinguishing the trne tayir by the name
of Tewnok, ‘Iliis is it point desirable to ascertain. The Seladany may

probably Le a variely.

: c we hav Jdegs sor in.
Rusrxasria—In the genns Aoschus we have those clegant dect

Mo . .
miniatuve, the Plandok (moschus pygmens) the Chevrolin of Buflon ;.

the Napu, or Aloschus Javanicus, of Pallas; and the Kanchil,
or Moschus Kanchit of Ralles. The Malays dry and preft‘wve
the flesh of these animals, which tastes a little like that of the‘h‘zu'e. lhe?f
pine away in confinement. altenipled in vain lo send ;\.lwlng specei-
men of each to Fngland,  ‘The Plandok is a favourite animal among
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the Malays, and frequently alluded to both in their proze compositions
and poems. Of the genus, Cervus, are the Kijanyg, ov Cervus Muntjuc,
the Rusa, or Cervus Hippelaphus, and the Cambing-utan, gont of the
woods, or Antelope Swumatrensis, The Cervus axis, or spotled deer,
has been imported at Pinang from Bengal, [tis indigenous in Suma-
tra, The Bes Arnee or buflalo exists in a domestic state on that part
of the peninsula occupied by Malays. Tt oceurs Bhelieve wild in
Burmah, and at the southern base of the Himalayas,  There are two
kinds of bison found in the forest* thoagh rare.  Neither the harse,
ass, camcl, cow, hare, rabbit ov fox, are, I believe, indigenins in the
peninsula; nor the singh or lion, although Simghapitra, or Singapore,
is stated in the Malay annals 1o have been so called from the appears
ance there of an animal of that species. Awmong the Hystricide
is the Landok, or Hystria longieando, the Malay  poreupine.
Those that have fallen under my observation, appear to be larger t
the Indian porcapine,

Lin

Ceracea.—The last order of Mammatlia is thai of Cetaren, ennnecl-
ing as it were the inhabitanls of the land with those of the watery
deep. Of the genus Halieore, slands first the suppased Mermaid of the
castern seas, the Dityong, improperly (ermed Dugong. Skelelons of
this singular production of natuve bave been sent to Burope by Mr,
Crawfurd, Sir 8. Raffles, and Mes<rs, Diard and Duvaneel. 10 1830, o
Digrang preserved in spirits was forwarded by Me. €. Swinton, toihe
Royal Society of Bdinburgh, and delivered over to Dr. Knox for dis-
section.t  But it had been unfortunately divided into thve

¢ portions
which incaleulably diminished its value.

It is to be hoped that this
deficiency will be shortly supplicd throngh the zeal of some

of our
connlrymen in the Straits.

* The hornsof o bison found in the Naning listriet are now in the puosse
dier General Wilkeon, o, 1.

+ Phe follnwing deseription of the Duyon:s is from the |

axion of Briga-

3L Cily, Library, Noo vin, jo 75,
The Halicore, or daughter of the sea is enlled Avgonz by the M

lience acquived the name of digong inone hoaks of neloeal
single species g yeb aseertained,

ilaye, and  has
history,  There is nnly »
I inhabits e 1ndian sond, espevinlly the Sumutrag
coasts, and has heen confounded by soveral voyagers with (e

lwnsantins, which Dielotis o
e African and American shareg,

I meazures seven or vight fort lom, and is vovaomd
by a thick hide, ofa pale-blue eolour, with whilish marks o the abdowmen,  The head
Somewhat resembles that of a voung clephant deprived of its prvboscis.  The lody s
fish-shaped ; the anterior exiromitios ronfained within an wlivided menbrane, in. the
form of a fin,  Fhe radiments of a pelvis are obssreable and the
rizontally sloped, or ent liks the areh of o cirele,

astimation, and is wsually reservesl for the tnblos «

caudad extremity is -
The lesh af this animal is hold jy, areal
W the sultan and mjns, s swn fyed

is #nid to cousist of alge, fuct, and other matine productiong of Lhe vegelable kind,'



