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H. R. Rookmaaker and his family during a social visit on Sumatra, ca. 1925. From 
right to left: Mrs. Theodora Catharina Rookmaaker (born Heittnk); HRR with his son 
born in 7922; unknown; unknown; daughter Henrietta (born 1914) und daughter 
Theodora (born 1912). 

The life of H. R. Rookmaaker (1 887 - 1945), 
pioneer of nature conservation in the Dutch East lndies 

t. C. Rookmaaker 

Henderik Roelof Rookmaaker (MRR) was born on 21 August 1887 in Batavia, 
now Jakarta, Indonesia. Since the middle of the lgm century, several members of 
the Rookmaaker family had been active in colonial service in the Dutch East lndies 
(Indonesia), and HRR was to follow that tradition. The present outline of HHR's life 
is based on a few family records, an interview with his only surviving child (Mrs. H. 
C. Rotgans, The Hague) in December 1997, and on archival material following the 
research published by Tol (1990: 51 - 553. 



In family tradition, not much is known about HRR's parents. His father was 
Assistant-Resident in Sumatra, and based on his experiences, he published a 
number of ethnographical papers, including an important contribution on tobacco 
(sirih) chewing (see References s. v. Rookmaaker, H. R. Sr.). HRR was educated in 
Holland. After completing the secondary school (HBS) in The Hague in 1908, he 
went to the University of Leiden to prepare for the administrative service of the East 
Indies, graduating on 20 June 191 1. He married on 25 August 191 1 with Theodora 
Catharina Heitink (born 17 March 1890 in The Hague, died 12 July 1971 in the 
same place). In October 191 1 he arrived in the southern part of Celebes (Sulawesi) 
where he was to spend the next nine years of his life. 

He made the usual advances in the service while on Celebes. He started as 
Administrator, stationed in Pompanua. In February 1913 he became Controller 
('Controleur') of South Bone in Mareq, and in 1915 Controller of the subdivision 
Bond in the town of Watampond. Two daughters were born, both delivered by a 
doctor in Pompanua: Theodora Catherina (28 Nov 1912) and Henrietta Christina (3 
March 191 4). The first-born married but died childless in 1989, the second married 
and is living as a widow in The Hague. HRR and his family returned for leave to 
Holland in 1920. They travelled for five months visiting China, Japan and the United 
States of America on the way. It is said that HRR was particularly charmed by the 
beautiful Japanese gardens. 

While in Holland, HRR opted for a further two-year course offered at the 
newly established Nederlandsch-lndische Bestuursacademie in The Hague (1921 - 
1923). At the end of his studies he lectured on the life of the people of Bond, which 
was printed in De lndische Gids (Rookmaaker 1924), the only publication bearing 
his name. His third child, a son also called Henderik Roelof (HRR Jr) was born on 
27 February 1922. This son at first wanted to follow in this father's footsteps and 
enlisted in a naval academy. In World War ll he was interred as prisonerof-war in a 
camp in Poland and only returned home after his father's death. He married Anna 
Marie Huitker (born 15 Aug 191 5 in Lemelerveld) and had three children: Henderik 
Roelof (b. 15 July 1950), Leendert Cornelis (b. 21 Feb 1953) and Maria Helena (b. 
26 Aug 1954). HRR Jr later was Professor of Art History in the Free University of 
Amsterdam until his sudden death on 15 March 1977. 

HRR continued his career in various capacities and places: 

1924 - 1925 Controller Division Agam on Sumatra's west coast 

1 926 Assistant-Resident Flores 

1927 Assistant-Resident Timor and islands 

1928 - 1930 Assistant-Resident Northcoast of Atjeh, Sumatra 

1931 Leave in The Hague 

1932 Assistant-Resident Palembang, Sumatra 

1933 - 1937 Resident Lampong, Sumatra 



He was promoted to become Resident of the districts of Lampong on 27 May 1933 
and remained there until his retirement on 18 June 1937. He was very active in the 
organization of transmigration of people from Java to the southern part of Sumatra. 
In 1937 the family returned straight to Holland, but HRR took a few months to visit 
the gardens of Japan, returning throught Siberia and Russia. Hie died in The Hague 
on 1 February 1945. 

HRR had a great interest in animals and plants. This love is usually part of 
stories told about him, referring to his admiration of the Japanese gardens, his 
planting of citrus fruit on Celebes, experimenting with seeds obtained from the 
botanical gardens of Buitenzorg (Bogor), his capture of 12 Komodo Dragons in 1927 
which he donated to the zoological gardens and museums of Amsterdam, 
Rotterdam, Leiden, London, Berlin, Frankfurt am Main (L. C. Rookrnaaker 1975), the 
transportation to Amsterdam of a young elephant. accidentally fallen in a pit left by 
the animal dealer Hagenbeck in 1935, hIs honory membership of the zoos of The 
Hague, Amsterdam and Rotterdam, etc. It is strange that within our family material 
legacy there is very little evidence of this interest. There are only a few published 
mementos of HRR's direct involvement with nature. 

In 1926, a German zoological expedition led by Bernhard Rensch of the 
Zoological Museum of the University of Berlin spent some time in Flores. The help 
of HRR with practical matters is mentioned in the popular account published by 
Rensch (1930 a). Among the animals collected on Flores in 1926, there were two 
new species named after HRR: the frog Oreophryne rookmaakeri by Mertens (1 927: 
236) and the shell Xesta mkmaakeri by Rensch (1930 b: 76). HRR also collected 
different types of animals himself, probably whenever he had an opportunity, 
although their disposal is unknown in most cases. There are several birds collected 
on Celebes in the Museum of Natural History of Leiden. One of these was later 
described by Junge (1948: 325) as a new subspecies: Mesia argentauris mkmaken 
(wrongly spelled). HRR also donated 24 species of amphibians and reptiles 
collected in the northern part of Sumatra to the Senckenberg Museum in Frankfurt 
am Main, described by Mertens (1 929). 

If HRR had lived in our times, he would have been an active spokesman 
arguing for the preservation of the endangered animals and plants. In his day, the 
idea that it was necessary and worthwhile to protect nature from the pressures of 
increasing human population was just emerging and probably not very popular 
among government officials. HRR initiated the protection of forest in South Sumatra 
und through him the South Sumatra and Way Kambas National Parks were 
established in 1936. A short time before his departure in 1937, he tried to convince 
his fellow officials that elephants, and other animals, needed areas to live and to be 
safeguarded from further attacks. 

I have never known my grandfather, but he must have been an imposing man 
with a great love of nature. 
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Zusammenfassung: 

L. C. Rookmaaker (1998): Das Leben von H. R Rookmaaker (1887 - 1945), 
Pionier des Naturschutzes in Niederltindisch Ost-lndien. - Saugetierkundliche 
Mitteilungen, 41 (1): 3 - 6. 

Henderik Roelof Rookmaaker (HRR) wurde am 21. August 1887 in Batavia 
(heute Jakarta, Indonesien) geboren. Er starb am 1. Februar 1945 in Den Haag. 
HRR war im Verwaltungsdienst von Niederlhndisch-Ost-lndien (heute Indonesien) 
tatig, zuletzt (1933 - 1937) als Resident der Lampongschen Distrikte auf Sumatra. 
Zeit seines Lebens war er an Mamen und Tieren besonders interessiert und in 
seiner Eigenschaft als Resident (hbchster Verwaltungsbeamter in seinem 
Regierungsbezirk) setzte er es durch, da13 zwei Nationalparks in Siid-Sumatra 
ausgewiesen wurden. Besonders lagen ihm Schutz und Erhaltung von Elefant und 
anderen Tieren, deren Bedrohung er frijhzeitig erkannt hatte, am Herzen. 

(Zusammenfassung von Gustav Kirk) 

Dr. L. C. (Kees) Rookmaaker, Curator of The Rhino Museum, Clive Walker Centre, 
P.O.Box 157, Vaalwater 0530, South Africa. 
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Henderik Roelof Rookmaaker (1 887 - 1945) und der 
Schutz der Nashtirner und Elefanten auf Sumatra 

Gustav Kirlc 

In den Publikationen der NEDERLANDSCH-INDISCHE VEREENIGING TOT 
NATUURBESCHERMING in Batavia (heute Jakarta) hat sich HENDERIK ROELOF 
R~~~<)IUAKER fijr den Schuk der Nashmer und Elefanten ausgesprochen. 

Im 10. Bericht dieser Vereinigung vom August 1936 lesen wir auf Seite 22, 
dat3 H. R. ROOKMMKER, Resident der Lamponghn  Landen, der Vereinigung 16 
neue Mitglieder zufiihrte, und damit mehr als jedes andere Mitglied. 

Ebenfalls wird im 10. Bericht (1936) dem Herrn ROOKMMKER in SiidSumatra 
fiir seinen Einsatz in amtlicher Eigenschafl Mr den Naturschutz besonders gedankt 
(Seite 28). 

Im Abschnitt iiber den Lampongschen Bezirk, Siid-Sumatra (Seite 92), wird 
berichtet, dafl fur das einhdmige Nashorn (= Java-Nashom, Rhinocems sondaicus) 
in Way Kambas und Umgebung ein Wildresewat geplant ist und weitere Beschliisse 
des Residenten des Lampongschen Bezirks, H. R. ROOKIUAKER, werden angefiihrt. 

Unter dem Titel '3 Jahre indisches Naturleben" (Naturleben in 
Niederldndisch-lndien, heute Indonesien) erschien der 11. Bericht Mr die Jahre 
1 936 - 1938 in Batavia (Oktober 1939). 

Auf Seite 131 wird berichtet, &I3 das Wildreservat Wai Kambas, dessen 
Einrichtung im 10. Bericht angekundigt wurde, inmischen ausgewiesen wurde. H. 
R. ROOKMAAKER hatte vor seinem Ausscheiden aus dem aktiven Dienst die Initiative 
dazu ergriffen. 

Dem Bericht ist ein Beitrag "Elefanten, DickhButer in Gefahr" (Seite 157 ff.) 
beigefugt. Die Einleitung dazu schrieb JHR. G. F. H. W. RENGERS HORA SICCAMA, der 1. 
SekretBr der Vereinigung in Batavia. Ein Abschnitt von J. VERBWM folgt (Seite 160 
ff). Das Rundschreiben von Resident H. R. ROOKMAAKER vom 29. April 1937 zum 
Schutz der Elefanten an die anderen Residenten von Sumatra folgt auf den Seiten 
163 - 166. D. PETERS schliealich befaRt sich mit dem Schutz der Plantagen vor den 
Elefanten (Seiten 166 - 171). 

Dank 
Herrn Professor Dr. Dr. GEORGES DENNLER DE LA TOUR D'AWERGNE, Paris, danke 

ich herzlich fur die mir von ihm ubersandten Berichte, welche 1936 und 1939 in 
Batavia erschienen sind. 

Gustav Kirk, Postfach 1 153, 0-31 069 Delligsen 


