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the dealers continug to order themn from collectors whr{v\'_cr and
whenever they can get them. Within reasonable limits this
should he checkerd. H. Hasmnmoxn Sarrn, .

-

SKULLS OF THE SOUTHERN WHITE RHINOCEROS.

Two remarhably fine skolls, with the horns attached, of males of
the tvpical southern race of e white rhinocceros (Rhinoesros
sims), now practivally extinet, have recently been aeguired by
Mre Rowland Ward.  The surface of the bone is much polished
and darkened by Landling and dusting 5 and it is probable- that
the spectinens e ut least hall a century qld. Unfortnately.
nothing hias been ol present Vns.-crlnlnqd with regard (o their
history, but they ave cortainly South Afriean, and probably came
from Zululand. In both of them the front horn i3 large und ma--
sive, and of the typical form, with the tip recurving, while the
hind one is quite small, with a very short and compressed ~mooth
summit.,  Onceof the specimens has already been sold; the other
will, 1 believe, be seenred for the Natural IMistory Museum, In
the latter the (ront horn measures 28%in., and the baek horn 6lin,
in length.

At present the Naturul History Museun possesses only two
specimens of the associated horns of the southern white rhino-
ceros.  The tirst of these is a detached pair of the so-called 2.
omeelli Lype, that is to suy, the one in which the front horn inelines
forwards, and consequently hecomes worn at the tip by the animal
pushing it along the gronnd. The second pair is on a mounted
skin, but these are smaller by eomparison, the front one measuring
208in. and the back ope 7in.  The complete skeleton of this
specimen, which enme from Mashonaland, is also preserved. In
addition, the muscum possesses two adult and a couple of immature
sknlls without horns.

Of other associated hornz known to me there is a pair on the
mounted skin in Mr Rothschilil's museum at ‘Tring. of which the
front one measures 224in. and the Lind one 7lin., the skeleton of
this Mashonaland speciimen being, 1 believe, also  proserved.
In the museum of the Royal College of Surgeons is g
fine skull and horns lelonging to an aged bull shat by
R. Gordon Cuunning, and purchased in 1866, In this the
front horn messwres in a straight line 3lin. and the hind
one 104in. There is also a mounted heud, with the skull
preserved  separately, in the  Liverpool Museum, and in
br J. k. Gray's Catalogue of Carnivovows, Pachydermatons,
and Ldeatate Mammals in the British Musewm (1864) reference
is made to an adult skall, without lower jaw, at that tine in the
museum of the Londun Missionary Society, Blovniicld-street, F.O.
T'he heid of theanimal 1 which the lutter belonged is tigured in
the Rev. John Campbell's Travels in Sonth A friea (1822); it
would be interesting to know whether this skull s still in
existence. Mr £, (*, Sclous possesses two white rhinocers skulls,
with the horns attached, shot by himself in Mashonaland, both
of which are characterised by the relatively large size of the back
horn ; the length of the front one being 37#in., and that of the back
onelifin. inthefirstspecimen, while inthe second the corresponding
dimensions are 3din. and 15¢in. respectively.  In neither is the
thickness of the front horn so great as in the specimens aequired
by Mr Ward. As regards the relatively Lirge size of the back
horn, these skulls agree with the Mashonaland specimens in the
Natural History Musenm and at ‘I'ring.  Ou the other hand, in o
female skull from Zululand in the Pretoria Musewnn, in which the
ront horn measures 209in, the length of the back one is only
Sdin; while ina specimen from the same district in the collection
ob the Duke of Orleans at Wood Norton the dimensions of the two
horns are 20in. anl6iin, respectively, the girth of the front horn
being, however, 2in, greater than in My Selous’s 33in. speciten,

In these respeets these two Zululand skulls ave of the generul
type of the twu acquired by Mr Ward, and thus suggest thut
the latter may Lave come from the sume district. It may also be
puointed cut thut the white rhinoceros, with a practically aborted
back horn, figured in my Game Animals of Afriea, cale either
from Cape Colony or Zulwland ; and, this being so, there seems o
pussibility that. the white rhinuceros of these districts was
characterised by the back horn being shorter and the front horn
stouter than in the Mashonaland representative of the species,

‘The only other skull carrying Loth horns of which 1 have any
knowledge is vne purchased a few years ago, I believe, by the
American Museum ol Natural [listory. Although it lacks the
lower jaw, andis otherwise imperfoct, it was purchased at a very
high figure.

Any lurthier information with regard to skulls or nssociated
parts of hornsof e southern vaer of the white rhinoceras, either
in private or public colleetions, especially in this conntry, would
be of interest. There are, doubtless, specitnens to be seen in the
Duteh museums., K

NOTES AND QUERIES ON NATURAL HISTORY.

RETURN OF THE PUFFINS TO SCILLY.—lt tuy interest
ornithologists to know that the pufling in very large numbers
have arrived at Annet this vear at the exceptivnally carly date of
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