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Announcement - Towards an Encyclopedia of the Rhinoceros 

There are five species of rhinoceros still alive in parts of Africa and Asia, all 
endangered, most of them critically so. Of course, both professional and 
amateur scientists have observed and studied these animals in the field, as 
well a s  in zoological institutions around the world. The range of these studies 
is actually quite perplexing, covering subjects like taxonomy, distribution 
and status, husbandry in zoos and in semi-wild conditions, physiology, 
morphology, anatomy, veterinary care, and this list could go on for a t  least a 
page more. Many results have appeared in books and a wide variety of 
journals. In 1983, when compiling a Bibliography of the Rhinoceros, I could 
list 3,100 references to papers on the recent rhinoceroses. In the years that 
followed, many additional studies have been published and some older 
reports have been recovered, and a t  present over 5,500 items relating to the 
rhinoceros have been identified and documented. 

This statistic is both amazing and worrying. It  worries me, because how 
many people can actually find and read all this literature? Sure, there is 
repetition of basic facts, but most authors have a t  least something new to add. 
The older studies provide a valuable background, while more recent studies 
deepen our understanding with a range of important new insights. I t  is a 
raging battle to actually preserve the five forms of rhinoceros in most parts 
of their Ganges. We cannot allow ourselves to forget the results of past and 
current research. They help us to write guidelines for future management, 
and they give us a better idea of the animals that we are actually wanting to 
keep alive. 

I t  is with this background that  the idea was born to compile a comprehen- 
sive Encyclopedia of the Rhinoceros, covering all aspects of their biology and 
a wide array of related topics. I t  is obvious that no single author can ever do 
justice to all the material that needs to be covered. While I hope to digest the 
available literature into chapters and paragraphs, a board of advisors will 
help with any specific questions. There are many people who have studied the 
rhinoceros in one way or another, and many of these have been approached 
and have indicated their willingness to participate. 

The hope is that  this project will take about three years to complete, which 
would mean that we have a comprehensive manual on all matters rhinocerotic 
by the end of 2002. I t  will be decided later if publication will be on paper and/ 
or in electronic form. The Encyclopedia of the Rhinoceros may in the end not 
contain anything not published earlier, but it will certainly become a work of 
reference for anybody even vaguely interested in these splendid creatures. I 
am happy to report that support has been pledged by the Anna Merz Trust, 
the International Rhino Foundation and SOS Rhino. Part  of the funds still 
have to be found from other sources. I would like to encourage anybody to 
contact me if they can help, by finding pieces of information which are likely 
to be overlooked (newspaper clippings, zoo magazines, subjects poorly covered 
in the usual sources, unpublished observations). Any support, either financial 
or moral, will also be very welcome throughout the duration of the project. 
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