
MITTEILUNGEN 

ORNITHOLOGISCHE 
Lnioturdus corquarus 
DrorrlwUrger 

A R B E I T S G R U P P E  
SCHRIFTLEITUNG: POSTFACH 67. WINDHOEK, S.W.A. 

N r .  11-12 15. Jahrgapg 

. . . . 

An e a r l y  record of Agapornis r o s e i c o l l i s  

L.C, Rookmaaker, Ommeren, Holland 

According t o  Mebes 
n i s  r o s e i c o l l i s ~  V i  
Leva i l l an t  dur ing 

(1981:88), the  rosy-faced lovebird ( ~ ~ a p o r -  
e i l l o t ,  1817) was discovered by Franqois 
h i s  t r a v e l s  of 1781-84. A t  l e a s t  one year  

e a r l i e r ,  however, the  b i r d  was observed and sketched by Robert 
Jacob Gordon (1743-1795), who v i s i t e d  the  regions on both 
s ides  of the  lower Orange Xiver i n  1779-1780 ( see  d e t a i l s  i n  
~ookmaakerl983).  Gordon and h i s  a s s i s t a n t s  made many drawings 
,during or  a f t e r  h i s  expedit ions i n  the  i n t e r i o r  of southern 
Afr ica ,  many of which a r e  now preserved a s  the  Gordon Atlas 
i n  the  Rijksmuseum of Amsterdam ( ~ o l l a n d ) ,  There a r e  112 draw- 
ings of b i r d s  which were i d e n t i f i e d  by ~bokmaaker (1980:18-21). 
The a m o t a t i o i ~ s  a c c a n j x n y i ~ ~ ~  shese bird g i c t u r e s  usua l ly  a r e  
v e r y ' b r i e f ,  o f ten  not more than a Dutch o r  French name, D r a w -  
ing  qo. 239 dep ic t s  an Agapo.rnis r o s e i c o l l i s ,  on which is  
wr i t fen :"u i t  he t  Namaqua larid'' i n  Gordon's handwriting, and 
l1 p e t i t e  geruche malett i n  another hand ~ e v a i l l a n t  ' s )  . 
It is. impossible t o  determine a t  present  i f  Gordon saw the  
b i r d  no r th  o r  south of the  Orange River.  This i s  the  only 
bird '  about which Gordon s p e c i f i c a l l y  remarked t h a t  he saw i t  
i n  Namaqualand. Three ot*.er species  a r e  s t a t e d  t o  be seen a t  
the  O'range River - poss ibly  r e f e r r i n g  t o  another region -, 
Zosterops p a l l i d u s ,  ~ r i c h o l a e m a  leucornelas, and Cerylerudis .  
Some other  animals were .said t o  occur i n  Namaqualand, e.g. a 
mammal ( ~ a c r o s c e l i d e s  proboscideus) and th ree  r e p t i l e s  ( ~ g a m a  
a t r a  B i t i s  caudal is  and Chameleo namaquensis). -9 
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