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AsCalcat&mocelebratesmIZSth
anniversary ﬁmyear most of this issue
“of BACK WHEN ... & THEN is devoted -
to the famous Alipore Zoological
Garden, Calcutta.- Mmmgm&l i
articles, reprints from the past and
plenty of praise for the pedple who
shaped its history. '

Back When ...

Calcutta Zoo was the 7th zoo to be
founded in India . . . 7th instead of 1st
. . . despite the fact that it was wanted
by a number of influential citizens of
" Calcutta. There were people as early as
1841 who felt that Calcutta should have
a proper zoo. In 1866, the :
establishment of a good zoo in Caleutta
was still merely a subjact of discussion -
but in 1873 the zoo was very seriously - - - =~
: d!sausedbya&xbeemnuﬁeefomte&for .. and Then }
=7 the purpose. After more than three -
dec:c‘!les of discussion, debate and defeat C&lcaﬁhlootodaywpmpanng forthetr

. : - - anniversary with many works in the
a Zoological Garden for Calcutta was oo, are & number of new

established by the Government of - : .
‘&ngaimcon)m\ctxonm‘ﬁ\theyubhc act:vmesmdhc&mes Onecftlmmzsar R
* Amore detailed history of the very early anabmxdazweofanimalﬁwaéﬂems :
- onglmofﬁteCalcuttaZQOhasbeen for sale. It;stheﬁrstsudi,gﬂshopm .

written by Dr. Dilip Mittra, biographer  any zoo in the country.” Located rightin Admms trative office Calcutta ... then and
of R. B. Sanyal, first Superintendent of the front court of the zoo, the giftshop . mmmmof}uswenmudmx
-Calcutta Zoo. In preparing to write a is convenient bothtovmlmsmﬁerms ,B.Sasyﬂﬂmandmrectorﬂ K. Das now.

- full biography of Sanyal Dr. Mittra + ‘and leaving the zoo. 7 7

found that the man could never be e T i ,
seperated from the zoo. The biography = The zoo has cmstmc@edtﬁnemv e Ne_vy directional signboards have been
of Sanyal depended on this history of elephant yard where the animal can erected as well. Many of the visitors to
the zoo. Dr. Mittra has publisheda - play or nap in a large grassy plotall day - Calcutta Zoo are illiterate visitors, as
history of Calcutta Zoo in Calcutta's or cool and bathe themsélves ina pool. - well as visitors from other states who do
native language, Bengali, andis . Theycan be seen throwing waferon - not know Bengali, English or Hindi. .
currently preparing an English - - their backs in the evenings. There is The directional signboards, perched on

translation. In the meantime, his article also a large new white tiger enclosure tall poles, do not have words — they
about the very early history of the 200 m@rcmmbuﬁtaaa!dmgtoa have nicely painted pictures of the -
has been included in this issue. . modent,namrahsucdesngn. andmals at the end of the pathways they
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The Menagene of the Monastery in Theyboe Myanmaf e

When | was reseaxd\mg the mformatlon about the rhmo- .
ceroses in captivity, | was rather thrilled and at the same ttme
puzzled about a reference to this animal collection in -
Theyboo. It is found in the pages of Gustave Lotse!’s .
Histoire des Menagerles, that epic history of zoological -
gardens published in 1912, This book in three volumes is
truly a compendium of the history of zoos, not ‘confined to

Europe or to one particulas period. Umfurhmabely. ,

Theyboo in a book by the French traveller A, Thomas- .
Anqietil (1874) who visited this place in the Burmese mtenor

in 1859. Lmsel's account is here summanzed

lnBurmaweﬁnd ﬁ\ehxgestmgenemrformed by
monks. This curious collection of animals is found ivthe park
surrounding the monastery of Theyboo. situated not far from
Mandalay-on the left bank of the River Mhyet-Nghy, a. )
tributary of the Irrawaddy. The park occupies an elevated
plateau. Water diverted from the river feeds a winding canal

which fills the different lakes in the park. A part of the parkis

used to grow vegetables used in the moenk's food, another to
grow flowers, but one section is reserved forthememgene

bamboo, and enhvenedmﬁaoxmdﬁmiim o
Those aviaries are airy and spacious, they have waterand -
shadowy parts. In 1859 they contained representatives of all -
types of indigenous smal birds as well as several species of
imported sparrows. - Further of, vast enclosures and clear -
water ponds are occupied by herons, cranes, black swans,
wild ducks, flamingoes, cormorants, ostriches, cassowaries,
etc. The birds of prey are kept in smaller cages in which
falcons, hawks, sparrow-hawks, eagles and others live
in smal! groups The aviary with the yan-ots also cmtams

pi\emnts,enhelpgem peacocks and everybats. A
marshy enclosire planted with aquatic shrubs, swarming

- with insects and reptiles; is the home of the “ducks with the -

fans™-from Chiha;- togeﬁ\e;thh a pair called the “cock and’
chicken of the primitive ages”. These birds are so rare that
they receive special attention, but they breed and the young

" ones are sometimes donated to other Buddhist monasteries,

The mammal section contains some sixty enclosures of :
different types. They show elephant, rhinoceros, horse, cow,
buffel, bear, different kinds of deer, tiger, panther, cheetah,
lynx, hyaena, jackal, sheep, goat, pig. babiroussa, wild pig, .
antelope, muskdeer, dog, cat, monkey, otter, badget,sqmrrel
porcupine, hedgehog, civet, mongoose, armadillo; rat, mole,
and many others, as most of the animals of the Indian
subctmtmem are represenbd , :

The coifethon was made complele by ponds with fresh-water
ﬁshes a fteld wnth a couple of monitor lizards, and a large
s meexvefeod freme the hands af

gatk,, May 5e th;s note will reveal some of those,
any mformahon will be welcome
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Rhinoceros ﬁghts in Ldos - ;‘f; .ﬁ; =

Kees Rookimagker, P.D, -~ * == = o

Foralangnme,dmmocemseshavebeenusediorhglus meant
to entertain both royalty and the masses in India. The best:.
documented instances have been the battles organized by ! the
Maharajah of Baroda (Vadodara, Gujarat) in 1864 and 1875

, (Rookmaaker ¢t. al. 1998). It was pointed out to me by Mr.

" Henri Charpentier of Paris that there is evidence of similar -
induced combat in Laés. He referred me to a paragraphina
book about hunting animals mﬂns;ndochnme country
publmhedml%Qb;lGuy . This

blood. happwsﬂmﬁzcdommmcedecdedﬁum
and the animals would start their fight. The battle would
usually end when ene of the animals was able to kill his

'ndvma:ybysmkmghis}wmmdaeoﬁ\ersdmﬂ :
(&enumudlm p-84). . - Fasal c

anmhmﬁmman&mwbeanowﬁynotfoundm
other sources. I trae, I for one would love hoseeae}rawmgoi
the everdt, ke those prodiced in India. Tt may also be :

M&aﬁ&ed&w&mswumﬁeroﬁmmﬁuedm

ﬁ'mdmwlwh specres was -
involved, ﬁimwmwtﬁei&v&mmmm
sondaicus), now cenfined fo populations in java, Indonesia -
andinVietmm Orconldwesﬁllhopeforanotherre-
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