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they found in the hillocks. As foon as they had filled their 

bags, they returned with all pflible expedition to avoid the fury 
of the ants, ~ ~ h i c h  purfued them with incredible fwiftnefs. It is 

reafonable to fuppofe, that the hiRorian had heard of the mon- 
itrous neits of the Termites, or wh'te Ant$, which his informants 
thought proper to Rock with moR monfirous inhabitants. 
ON the banks of the Hyda/pe$ was fought the decifive battle BATTLE WITH 

between Alexander and the Indian monarch Poruf, both equal Ponvs. 

in valour ; but the former, by his great fuperiority in the art of 
war, obtained a complete viaory with a handful of men. Porur 
employed not fewer than two hundred elephants, which, terrific 
2s they might have been to the Macedonian horfes, were, with 
their garrifoned towers, totally deitroyed by the vi&orious army. 

I CANNOT refifi the introduAion into this place of the fol- PERSIAN HIS-  

lowing curious anecdotes of the two fa~nous Monarchs, as com- TORY OF, 

municated to me by Major Oufeley, the ingenious author of the 
PnJats mifcellanies. He informs me, that two Per~l"an writers 
mention the invafion of HindooJan by Alexander the great. Fer- 
duj in his Sbab Nameb, or ChronicIe of Kings, written about 
the latter end of the 10th century and beginning of the 11th ; 
and hTexami, another celebrated p e t ,  who flourifhed in the 
r rrth . The firit enumerates the various troops of Perja, Greece, 
and India, and the camel loads of prefents which Alexander re- 

ceived from Keid, the Indian Prince. Nexanri, in his SRande~. 
Nameb, or HiRory of Alexander, raps, that forty elephants 
were loaden with the various produfiions of the country, among 

which fever4 carried Indian fteel. Por'us is mentioned under 
the name of Four. The poet acids, he  brought two thouhnd 
clcl'hants into the field ; which, by a contrivance of lluflotlc 
{Akxander's Sccretary) were completely routed, and Four him- 
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felf killed by Alexander, who. found in his caitle of Ca~oogr. 
immenfe treafures ! 

Nrcoga, AND ON the banks of this river, oppofite to each other, he  built, 
BUCPPHALA. .on the bloody fcene, two cities, N i c ~ a  and BwcepbaZa. N h a  fo 

, named from the vittory, the l& in honor. of his celebrated 
horfe, which died of old age at the time of  this aaion. &X-- 

ander gratefully paid it the highefi funeral honors, ere&ed a 
magnificent fepulchre, and called the city after its name. 

I SHALL not trace the iieges, battles, and flaughters of this 
ambitious charaaer ; of his marches and his paffages over the 
rivers that form this part of the Panjab, but leave my readers . . 

to confult his original hifiorians, Avian and xuintus Curtiz(s. 
It is very certain the hero dic! not, runidit his deeds of arms, 
negleo the ftudy of natural hifiory. It is well known that he 
caufed every ipecies, obje&s of that fcience, to be colletled far 
the ufe of his Tutor Arflo'ot/e. Curtius relates fome few re- 
marks on the xool'ogy of the neighborhood, He met here. with 

RHINOCEROS, the Rhinoceros, with the great Serpent Boa cotgriFfor, Gm. 
&c. &c. Lin. iii. 1083,. with parrots, or birds which could fpeak, a n d  

with great flocks of wild peacocks. Biian, in his H$. An. lib, v. 
c. 21. relates, that the conqueror was ii, itruck with their beauty, 
that hc forbad his foldiers from. killing them under the heaviefi 
perlalties. 

PJttacus is a name derived from Sittace, the lndinn word for a, 

parrot. Linnms, Gm, Linn. i. 32~1, gives to one fpecies,. long 
known, the trivial of the Macedenian hero, PJittacus Alsxandri, as 
if in honor of the Cpecies difcovered by his admiral Nearcbus. 

THE BOA. THE fame great officer mentions alfo the vafi fpotted ferpents, 
which he fays were about fixteen cubits long. Arrian, i. 538, 
Rev. Indic. His veracity has been called in quefiion ; but Gnce 
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