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CHAUP 1V

Of fome particular ANnimaLs of INp1a. The ELe-
PHANT and RHiINOCEROS., The CaMEL, Dro-
MEDARY, and CaAMELOPARD. Tbe Lion and

LionEess. LeorarRDp and PANTHER. The Tygir.
9he APE.

T 1s not in men alone, that the difference of ta-
lents and difpofitions is remarkable : all nature
1s full of fimilar examples. Every climate is not
proper for every fruit; happy is that which pro-
duces the beft. It is true, that India is deficient
m fome of the conveniencies of life; but this lofs
18 amply made up by the great abundance of all
that is neceflary, and of feveral things that are pe-
culiar to it, which draw thither all other nations
of the world, either to admire its curiofities, or to
make a profit of its riches and fertility. For there
s none of them, but whom either neceflity or lux-
ury lead to the Indies : but the Indians themfelves

are not obliged to go any where elfe to give proofs
of their indigence: they can even boaft with juf-

tice, that they have more rarities than all other na-
uons together ; of which every one may be con-
vinced, when acquainted with the nature of fome
animals familiar to them, and of the fruits which

they gather in the fields.
No other countries in the world but the Indies,

and fome fouthern provinces in Africa, produce
Flephants : but the Indian are much better than
the African in quality. This animal, the largeft,
and the moft extraordinary in its nature, which the
carth produces, deferves to be confidered in the

firft place. As favage of itfelf as the lion or the
- | tyger,
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tyger, it muft be hunted like other wild beafts;
and there formerly were none among the Indians,
but the thepherds who had that permiffion. They
inclofed, by a large and deep ditch, a plain about
a quarter of a league in circumference; where
they built a bridge of wood, and hovels into which
they might retire ; into this inclofure they carried
fome tame female elephants, who drew the wild
ones thither in the night-time. As foon as they
entered, the hunters retired. out of their inclofure,
drew off the bridge, and went into the neighbour-
ing villages to feek for aid. Several days after,
when they faw the elephants weakened with hun-
ger and thirft, they returned upon tame elephants,
with which they purfued and harrafled them, un-
til they had cxhaufted their force. Then they
bridled them, and made incifions about theie
mouth, and round their neck, to render them
more fenfible, and ftop them when they made too
violent a motion: afterwards they mounted, and
drove them into ftables by the force of blows.

NoTrwiTHSTANDING the enormous bulk of this
animal, being tweniy feet in circumference, he is
of a dociliiy and ingenuity approaching to the hu-
man inteiligence. He is {fulceptible of Jove, affec-
tion and gratitude to fuch a degree, as to pine a-
way with grief when he has loft his keeper: he is
obferved to be tranfported with grief, and ready
to kill himfelf, when, in a furious moment, he
has kilied or treated him ill.

To thi: ir®tinét of humanity, the elephant joing
an extraordirary force, proportioned to his ftature,
which renders him the ftrongeft of all animals.
The Indians have always trained them to war, and
made them the terror of the enemy, by the flaugh-
ter which they occafioned when they gave them
the fignal tc advance. This happened by the

{found
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found of drums and trumpets, by the fight of

blood already fpilt, at which they have a horrer,
or by a view of certain liquors which refemble i,
as the juice of mulberries or grapes. In an inftant

they make a furious affault, throw themfelves a-
crofs the battalions, and carry every where terror,
diforder and death. The fmell and dreadful bel-
lowing of thefe animals occafion ftill more diforder
among the horfes than the men. At the firft at-

tack, they are {truck with terror, they cannot be
made to advance ; they fall back upon one ano-

ther, and even throw their riders. Cafar had
but one elephant, when he gave battle to Caflibe-
lan, king of the Britons, and he zlone put the
whole army to flight. This was the principal ufe

which the Perfians, Syrians, and Romans made of
them.

SomeTiMmES they built upon the back of thofe
monftrous creatures great wooden towers of feveral
ftories, upon which the archers mounted, and
fthot in fafety, having almoft their whole body
under covert. In the battle which Antiochus Eu-
pator gave to Judas Maccabeus, that King of
Syria had more than thirty elephants of this kind,
on each whereof were thirty-two archers, who fhot
arrows from all fides; and an Indian who guided
them. In the Indies they were ranged in the front
of the army, at a hundred paces diftance the one
from the other, where they ferved as a rampart
againft the enemy, until the moment when they
were to be roufed and united. Porus placed two
hundred in the fame line, when Alexander came
to attack him.

This animal is fixteen or eighteen months in
the belly of its mother, after which he comes forth
about the bignefs of a calf. He does not arrive
at his full ftrength, until the age of fity or fixty

years;
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years ; it 1§ only then that they can build a tower
upon his back. - From his nofe there hangs a mafs
of long and hollow fleth, which they call his trunk,
and fometimes his hand, becaufe it is of infinite
fervice to him whether for feats of advanrage, or
of {trength : he makes ufe of it to carry things to
his mouth ; from that arife two teeth, or prodigi-
ous tufks, which grow to fix feet in length, from
whence we have our ivory. As if this animal was
acquainted with their value, or apprehended being
killed on their account, he hides them in the earth
whenever they fall from him through age, or any
other accident. The f{kin upon his back is like a
thick buckram, or rather a {uit of armour, which

can fcarce be cut through ; but under his belly it
is much thinner.

THeir ordinary food is grafs or corn ; but they
are very fond of f{weets, fuch as barley-fugar,
and this is given to tame them. They make
thofe whom they defign for war drink the wine of
the country, that is a kind of beer: but others
who are weaker, and ufed for labour, drink only
water, which they love beft when it is muddy.
They are fubject to different diftempers, of which
the Indians know the remedies; and this makes
that animal live two or three hundred years. A-
pollonius Fyaneus, or Damis, related that they
had feen in the city of Taxila, the elephant of the
famous Porus, with two circles of gold round his
tufks, in which it was written, in Greek charac-
ters, that Alexander, in efteem of him, had con-
{fecrated him to the Sun. At the fame time he
muit have been above four hundred years old.

But their too great love for the marvellous renders
this {ufpected. |

Tue Rhinoceros, called by the modern Indians
Abadu, comes very near the elephant in bulk and

ﬁgurc. |
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ficure. This creature is chiefly found in the ifland
of Java ; but is common enough in the kingdoms
of Bengal and Patna. The ancients have fre-
quently mentioned this animal, but without giv-
ing an exact defcription of it.

WEe muft then have recourfe to the moderns for
a knowledge of this extraordinary animal. Bon-
tius and Father le Compte, who had examined it
feveral times, fpeak of it pretty much in the fame
manner. Here follow the words of the miffionary.,
The Rhinoceros is one of the moit extraordinary
animals in the world. He is fomewhat like the
wild boar, if it was not that he is much larger,
that his feet are thicker, and his body more un-
wieldy. His fkin is all over covered with large
and thick fcales of a blackifh colour, and an un-
common hardnefs. They are divided into {mall

fquares or buttons, raifed a little above the {kin,
and nearly like thofe of the crocodile. His legs
appear to be fet in boots, and his head wrapt up
behind in a fmooth capuchin, which has given oc-
cafion to the Portuguefe, to call him an Indian
monk. His head is large; his mouth little ; and
his foout down to a great length, and armed with
a long thick horn, which makes him terrible to the
tygers, buffaloes, and elephants. But what ap-
pears moft wonderful in this animal is his tongue,
which Nature has covered with fo rough a mem-
brane, that it is not at all different from a file, and
flays every thing which he licks. As we have ani-
mals in Europe that make a grateful repaft on
thiftles, whofe {mall points agreeably ftimulate the
fibres or the nerves in their tongue; fo the rhino-
ceros eats with pleafure the branches of trees
briftled all over with the largeft thorns. We are
told by fome travellers, that they have frequently
given him of thefe, whofe puints were very rougg
an




THE EAST-INDIES: 273

and long, and it was wonderful to fee with whas
greedinefs and dexterity he immediately licked
them up, and chewed them in his mouth without
the leaft inconvenience. It is true, it was fome-
times a little bloody, but that even rendered the
tafte more agreeable, and thefe little wounds to
appearance made no other impreffion on his tongue
than falt and pepper make on ours.” The author
might have added, that this animal has two kinds
of wings of a fkin extremely ugly, which cover
his belly like a houfing, and in fhape refembling
the wings of a bat.

TuaougH the reft of his body is in a manner
wrapt up in armour, and thofe who attack him
are expofed to great danger; yet the Indians hunt
him as they do other animals, becaufe he is of great
ufe to them after his death. The Moors eat his
flefh, however hard it may be. His horn is not
Jefs curious than ufeful : when it is cut through the
middle, on each fideis feen the figure of a man,
whofe outlines are marked by little white ftrokes,
with thofe of different birds and other things, asin
the Egyptian flints. The greateft part of the In-
dian princes drink out of cups made of this horn,
becaufe they fay, it fweats at the approach of any
poifon whatfoever. ‘The people of Java likewife
fet a great value on this animal, becaufe there is
no part but is found in fome degree ufeful in me-
dicine. They make ufe of its fleth, horn, blood,
tecth, fkin, and even its excrements. They are
perfuaded there cannot be a better antidote againft
all kinds of poifon, and they attribute to it the
qualities which the ancients did to the Unicorn.
Frequently they make bucklers of its fkin with its
{cales.

THE camel and the dromedary perform to the

Indians, and the greateft part of the eaftern nartions,
Vor. I. T the



