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238 DESCRIPTION OF
The Indian brachmans and bannians make their
taneral piles of it; and the confumption of it by
thefe menns is {o great, thatif the king allows the g0-
v.rnor to load therewith only one fhip, it is thought
to be the greateft advantage he can confer,

In the mountains of Cochin China there are va-
iuable mines of gold and other metals ; and amor
the bealts wherewith the woods are fiiled, the ele-
phant and rhinoceros being the moft remarkatle,
we fhall confine ourfelves to {peak only of thele,
cther {orts being too common to merit delcrip-
tion, The fize and waltability of the elephant
wre very {urprizing.  The people of Cochin China
fcave the taming of this prodigious beaft to their
reighbours the Cambogians, as being themfelves
itrangers to that art.  The elephant of Cochin
Chira 15 twice as large as that of India; its two
ivorv teeth are often of four yards and a half ; thole
of the female are pot quite fo long. The print of
izs foor is half a yard in diameter.

They live to a very old age, and father Borri
reiztes that he faw one in this country more than
2n hundred years old ; he alfo afferts, that he has
not ouly travelled by land, but al{o croffed an arm
of the fea upon the back of an elephant, with
eleven or twelve people, fitting in a kind of coach
made for that purpofe, and girt under the belly
with iron chains. Indeed the weight, joined to
the creature's bulk, fatigues it exceedingly, fo that
it often draws in much water with its breath, which
it {pouts again to a vaft height, fo that at a diftance
it might be taken for the cafcade of a whale. This
method of carriage is very common, and the obe:
dience which the poor beaft pays to the nayreor
driver, who fits upon its neck, is very great, for
it knecls at his command to take up paflengers:
however, if they ftop vpon ceremony it is obngftf;-
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to rife to eafe itfelf; but it will immediately kneel
again, Its leg and fide ferve as a ladder to the
coach, the firft ftep being the top of its foor; the
fecond the joint a little aboveit; the third the bend-
ing of the knee; the feurth the hip bone, from
whence the paflenger mounts to his {eat by the
help of a chain hangiog down for that purpofe
from the carriage ; the top of which beiug re-
moved in battle, {oldiers from within difcharge their
arrows and other miffile weapons upon the enemy.
Thofe who are not accuftomed to travel upon the
cicphant’s back, will be affeCted with ficknels, in
the fume manner as it they were at fea. The vunk
of the elcphant confifts ef feveral fmall finews,
{trongly knit together, and {o very pliable, that
with them he can take up the leafl thing that lies
upon the ground. It is generally proportioned to
his height.  This animal is {o very ftrong that he
can with eafe throw down honies, leve] fireets, and
root up forefts. Our traveller afhrms that he faw
one of them, upon being commanded, launch ten
galliots into the fea ; fuch docility accompanies their
other powers. They are generally fo attentive to
the dire€@ion of the navre, that they immediately
tarn to whatever courfe he preferibes ; and if they
know any thing of the fituation of the place whi-
ther he is bound, they go thither by the thorteft way,
unmindtul of the beaten track, fording the rivers
without regarding where, and tearing up the trees
that lic in the wav, or elle cutting them down with
a fort of {cythe, that lies to that end upon his back,
and which he manages with his trunk when there is
occafion.  The pace of the elephant is very {olemn,
and being cautious of wounding his feet, which are
very tender, fearches the road with prying eyes, leaft
thorns or fharp ftones fhould liein the way to hurt
him ; and thefe, when found, he'carefully removes.
Their food is the boughs of trees, from which they
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200 D ESCRIPTION OF

firft ftrip the bark with great dexterity, cnd then de-
vour the wood with much feeming relith. Father
Borri having exprefled {fome pleafure at {eeing them
eat, the nayre called one of them to him, and
told him that reverend father was defirous 1o
fce him eat fuch a bough, as he had fed upon in
his prefence the preceding day. The elephant, upon
this intimation, went and brought a bough, which
he devoured before the father, and thea retired,
havirg firft made a low reverence. However, this
obedience is only paid to the nayre ; and when any
rerfon befides is going to mount him, he muft be
biinded with a muffler, for if he faw them he

would certainiv tecar the coach and every thing in
it to pieces. \When he is unruly the nayre ftand-
ing over beats him on the middle of th° forehead
v1fh cuodgel, till he makes him tremble; and he
is thereby {foon brought into proper order. This
2nimal, at a particular time of the year in which he
wants to copulate, is fo mad that he is not to be
governed ; of this the navre is informed by {fome
previcus figns, when he immediately takes care to
remove the carriage upon his back, and leaves him
cither with the rcm.‘l\. or in fome lonefcme place,
unti’l his furious {it is cbated. It is admirable to
ohferve with what fhame he prefents himfelf before
the m\re hanging down his head, 2nd appearing
as if cor/cious that he merited chaﬁlfement

It 2 wild and a tame eleph'mt happen to meet,
= bloody combat emues, and it generally terminates
1 the defcat cf the latter ; which, however, tii-
cmphs over the rhicoceros, altho’ armed with a
natural armour of fcales that run round its body.
This beaft partakes in fhape both of the ox and
horfe. Its fize is equat to thatof a {mall elephant,
and frem the middic of its forehead rifes a ﬁralt
p\.‘.nudul horp, whereby it is enabkd to do much
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At Nuncmon in the province of Pulucambhir
our author attended the governor to a neigh-
bouring wood, whither he went with a train of
about ene hundred people to hunt the rhinoceros;
which, when roufed, made at its enemies without
feeming intimidated by their number; but they
falling off to the right and left, on his approach,
he ran quite thro® the lane which they formed,
at the rear of which he found the governor monred
on an elephant, which it mmediately =700 and
endeavoured to wound with its horn, fiili evading
all the efforts made by the elephant to feize it in
his trunk. At length the governor watchingr a pre-
per opportunity, ftruck an arrow thro’ the only
part of it that can be wounded, f{o forceably
that it pierced his body. No fooncr was this
done, than the people feized it with vaft fhouts of
applaufe, and fet it upon a pile of woed which
was quickly in a flame. The {cales being burned off,
1s the fleth roafted they cut it out in collops, and
eat it on the fpot; the heart, brains, and liver, as
the moft delicious part of it, were dithed up for
the governor, who, from a rifing ground, beheld
the cooxery which was carried on with much mer-
riment ; the hoofs being efficacious in many dif-
orders, were prefented to the father, he having re-
quefted them by the governor. The horn is faid
o be an antidote againft poifon, This bealt is
fometimes called the abada.

M CIHAP.





