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YWe have many tygers in most parts of the country,
but arenot underapprehensions of danger from any beast,
as thev are not so fierce in our neighbourhood as in the
south .pnrl of the country, which is one large forest called
the Suuderhunds, from Sunder, the name of a tree which
abounds there, and bund, a forest. This forest is about
four hundred miles long, and one hundred wide, inter-
sected with great numbers of rivers, many of them very
Jarge. Tu is uninhabitable to nen, and is abandoned to

tyzers, rhinoceroses, buffalocs, hogs and deer, on which
account it is dangerous even to land {here,
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Mr. CAREY to Dr. RYLAND,

March 18,
In conformity to my promise, and because I reflect

with pleasure upon the degree of friendship with which
vou were pleased to favour me whilst I was at Leicester,
I'now write to you ; not with a view ol giving you any
information respecting myself—that can be of little con-

sequence ; but to acquaint you, as far as 1 an able, with
what respecls the couulry.

The country of Bengal is one large p]a'm,.or rather
\'aﬂey, watered by some hundreds of navigable rivers, ma-
ny of them as large as the Thames at London ; the princi-
pal are the Ganges and Berhampooter, each of which are
on an average, about three miles in breath, and present
an exceedingly grand scene to the eye of the spectator.
live near a small river called the Tunguan, and am not
very far from the entrance of Tilet, In Bengal thereisnot
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toes off, the hands and feet are covered with uvlcers, and
the parties die miserably. Itseemsto be allied to the scro-
.phula.  This dreadful complaint has been always thought
incurable, but Mr. Thomas has been successful in hisap-
plicalions. Preparations of mercury have alwags succeed-
ed, and one patient was cured by a preparation of steel.
Another singular disorder is an excruciating periodical
pain in the bowels, which generally returns in two or
three days, but not at regularintervals. The natives have
a method of cure exactly like animal magnetism,

The natural history of Bengal would furnish innumer-
able novellies lo a curious enquirer. 1 am making collec-
tions and minute descriptions of whatever I can obtain;
and intend at some future time to transmit them to Europe.

The species of plants are not numerous, and many
which grow in other countries will not thrive here ; as
vines, oranges, and some others. Birds are very numerous;
many, I believe, have never been described by any au-
thor.  1think there are almost as many species in this
country which have been hitherto undescribed, as have
ever seen descriptions of in the world. The beasts here

have in general not been unnoticed, butl have seen some
of which I never read.

We have cight species of the cat kind that I have seen
or obtained credible accounts of, viz. the tyger, leopard,
ounee, collas, tyger-cat, small tyger-cat called boon-bitlo,
a smaller kind, and the comnmon eat.  The lion isnotin
Bengal ; and there is an amazing difference in the fero-
city of the tygers, YWe have rhinoceroses, buffalues, bears,
elephants, hogs, deers, jackalls, and wild dogs, hares,
muskrats, rals, mice, foxes, monkeys of two sorts and
porcupines, Lizards of many kinds, and serpents innu-
merable,

U





