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D E S C R I P T I O N  . . 

A B Y S S I N I A .  

- B e  H ?  b .  An  nrcounl $ .the yueen of 
Sbeba, and of pzen Candace. Tbe c o n v ~ f i o n  of ihi. 

T HE origiial of the AbgGns, like that of all other 
naticns, i s  obrcure and uncertain. The tradition 

 genera!!^ received deiives them from Cham the fon of 
Nozh ; and they pretend, however improbably, that 
from his time till now, the legal lucceffion of theit 
b g s  hrth never been interrupted ; and that the fupreme 
power hzth zlmays continued in the lame family. An 
5u:bentic genealogy, traced up CO high, could not but 
be extreme!p curious : and with good reafon might the 
emF"orsof X b y h i a  bozR themfelves the mofi illufiri- 
ous and ancient fimily in the world. Bat there are no 
red giounds for imagining that Providence has vouch- 
fafed them To diltinguilhing a proteaion ; and from the 
bars  with which this empire bath been ihaken in there 

later C 



T O  A B Y S S I N I A .  49. 

way, we were in a great perplexity a long time whaq 
meafures to take ; at length, having. implored the pro- 
t e s o n  of that providence that fuperintends the iho le  
creation, we went forwards through the midR of them, , 

withoutany injury. Once we met four young elephants, 
and an old one that played with tbern, lifting them up 
with her trunk ; they grew enraged on the fudden, and 
ran upon us ; we had no way of fecuring ourielvis but by 
flight, which, however, would have been fruitlefs, had 
not our purfuers been fiopped by a deep ditch. The e- 
lephants Q€ Echiopia are of fo fiupendoos a fize, that 
whin I was mounted on a large mule, 1 could not re;& 
with my hand within two [pans of the topof their backs. 
In Abyfinia is likewife found the rhinoceros, a mortal 
enemy to the elephant. In the province of Agaus has. 
been leen the unicorn, that beait fo much talked of, and 
fo little known ; the prodigious fwiftnek with which this 
creature runs from one wpod into another has given mc 
no opportuni,ty of examining it particularly ; yet I have 
had fo near a fight of it, as to be able to give fome de- 
fcription .of it. The &ape is the &me with that of a 
beautiful horfc, exaa and nicely proportioned, of a bay 
colour, with a black tail, which in b m e  provinces i s  lon& 
in others very fhort ; fomr have..lo!g manes hanging to 
the ground. They are fo timorous, that they never feed 
but furrounded with oiher beafis that defend them. Deef 
and other defencelcfs aoimals often herd about ihe ele- 
phant, . which, contenting himlelf with roots and leaves, 
preferves thok . beafis that place thernfelves, as k were.,, 
under his proteaion, from the rage and'fiercenefs.of o- 
thers that would devour them. 

T h e  horfes of ~ b y f i n i a  are excellent ; their mules, 
oren and cows, are without number; and in there prin- 
cipally eo~~fifis the wealth of this country. They have a 

very 
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D I S S E R T A T I O N  

O N  T Z E  

EASTERN SIDE O F  AFRICA, 

HE country into which father Jerome Lobo went 
in quefi of a paiTage into Ethiopia, is To little 

known to  us, that I cannot think it impertinent to en- 
large a little upon what he hath told us. 

The  viceroys of the Indies have had formerly go- 
vernments of rrry luge extent fubordinate to  them, in 
wbich deputies were placed under the title of Captain- 
Generals. H e  that commanded in'ihe Ifle of Ceylon 
Byled himfelf king of Malvana. The other govern- 
ments were Malaca, Onnus, and Rlozambique, which is 
the only one which the  Portuguere have now left them ; 
having loit Ndaca, Ceylon, and the Spice Iflands, to 
tpe Dutch, and O m g s  being retaken by the Perfians, 
allifled by the Englilh. 

The  Me of Mozambique, with which I &all begin 
firit, lies in 15 degrees fouth. It is half a league in 
length, and a quarter in breadth: the citadel which 
defends the port, being placed at the mouth of it, is 
one of the beit in the Indies, having four large towers, 

tT0 



2.28 DISSERTATION ON TKE 

M d ,  rior 30th the twtoife if once feized make any re- 

Of ~e river-borre, fo much hath been faid already 
that little needs be added to the former dercription : 
his teeth are more valuable than elephants, becaufe 
% are whiter, and preferre their whitenefs longer, 
Thefe creatures are found not oidy under the line, but 
even in the polar circle, where they hide themfelves un- 
der tbe ice. As to the elephant, fcarce a traveller who 

ken the eaitern parts of the world has forgot to 
ns of his fagacity ; and therefore any thing here 

=&d be unneceffarp. Although all the Ponuguefe 
d e n  have reckoned the rhinoceros among the ani- 
& of Ethiopia, yet none of them &rm that they 
haye k n  him, or been eye-mitneires of the dreadful 
combats between him and his irreconcileahle enemy 

elephant 
Some of them confound him with the abads, or ba- 

&., of ahich fixher John dos Santos hath written very 
hrgely. The abada has two horns ; one planted on his 
forehead about two feet long, of a blackiih colour, 
&moth, ancl very iharp, with the point a little turned 
npward; the other on the hinder part of his head, 
&ker a d  hager  ; he is about t h e  b i p e b  of a colt of 
two years old. His bones powdered and mingled with 
aster, make a cataplah of wonderful efficacy, which 

cmait; 
The zeura is a creature peculiar to Abyifinia; his 

whole body is divedfied with black and white fireaks 
a f  an eqoal breadth, ~ h i c h  are as foft as iik ; he has 
;t kind of wool about his feet; when he runs he puts 
bis head between his legs, and at firB kicks out his 

~ e r p  much. The Emperor of Abyffiaia frequent- - 




