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Defcription of the Two-Horned
R hinoceros,

HIS animal is found 1n Africa, chiefly
about the Cape of Good Hope, and

is diftinguithed from the common or one-
horned Rhinoceros, as well as from all other
beafts, by having two horns upon its nofe, the
larger of which ftands foremoft towards the
muzzle or fnout of the animal, the fhorter
behind it, and higher up towards the fore-
head. The foremoft horn grows almoft to the
length of two feet, and feven or eight inches
thick at the bottom ; the hindmoft fome-
times meafures fo long as fixteen inches, and
proportionably thick. They are of a conical
fhape, with the tips inclined fomewhat back-
wards, but their fize does not always appear
to be in proportion tothe body. This fpe-

cies of Rhinoceros is endued with prodigious
ftrength,
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ftrength, and, though little inferior in fize to
the Elephant, and fomewhat refembling it
in its enormous unwieldy make, runs with
aftonifhing {wiftnefs. It harbours amongft
clofe thickets and bufhy copfes, from
whence it comes forth, in the cool of the
evening, to graze for the might. Tts food
confifts of plants and roots, with the tops of
thrubs,” and fmall branches of trees. The
roots it is fuppofed to dig up with the fmaller
of its horns, as this, efpecially in the older
animals, is moft commonly obferved to be
worn away in different parts, which is never
the cafe in the forergoft and larger one. It
1s natural to fuppofe that this latter is the
offenfive weapon of the animal, and is there-
fore never ufed in the fervile employment
of dlggmo for its food, at which time it is
turned on one fide, out of ;he way ; for thefe
horns are faid to be fo loofe and moveable,
that when the Rhinoceros walks carelefsly
along, one may fee its horns dangle about,
and hear them clath and clatter againft each
other. The thrubs and plants, which a{fo

Hj compofe
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TWO-HORNED RHINOCEROS. 155

and tin mixt,and having found out its retite-
ment they approach 1t on the {ide oppofite
to that from which the wind blows. This
precaution is_abfolutely neceffary on ac-
count of the very acute {mell and- heating
with which the animal is endued. At the
lealt noife more than ufual, it takes the
alarm, and erecting its ears, ftands clapping
with them.and liftening ; and if the hunter
be fo imprudent as to get to the windward
of it, even at a great diftance, it feldom fails
directly to follow him by the fcent, and at-
tack him with. the greateft fury. Being
therefore pretty fecure on the fide of the
wind, the Rhinoceros has the fagacity, in
general to chufe, by way of entrerichment, a
bufh very thick and high en that fide from.
whence it has no fcent. If wounded it rufhes
out from- the thickets into the plain, when
the boldeft {portfmen prudently confult their
fafety by flight. It foon, however, turns. .
afide, and if there be no copfe convenient
for its efcape, makes off firaight forward
over the plain, If they happen to have

H 6 hounds



156 DESCRIPTION OF THE

hounds out with them, thefe purfue it, and
form a ftrong contraft to the coloffal fize of
the animal, which, however, feems not to
take the leaft notice of them. With a gen-
tle rife and fall of the neck it keeps on an
even and fteady courfe, akind of pacing,
which neverthelefs gets over a great deal of
ground : but this pace, on hearing a few
fhots fired after it, it alters toa very faft gal-
lop, fo as in an inftant to leave the hounds
at a great diftance behind ; and, in all pro-
bability, any fportfman would inevitably be
loft; who fhould happen to become the ob-
ject of its purfuit, if he had not art enough
to get out of the fight and fcent of 1t by
thifting and dodging occafionally. In this
particular the Rhinoceros is faid to refemble
the Elephant, that without delaying or ftop-
ping in the leaft, it will run to the diftance
of many leagues from the place where it has
been clofely hunted, or in any other way

molefted.
The Two-horned Rhinoceros fleeps in 2
different pofture from the Elephant : it lies
down
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down on the ground on one fide, and withal
is f2id o fleep fo found that the Hottentots
and Dutch colonifts frequently fteal upon it
while in that fituation, and thoot it ; 1t differs.
very much in this refpect from the common
or one-horned Rhinoceros, which 15 de-
feribed: as by no means a fleepy animal, If
it happens not to die immediately of its:
wounds, the Hottentot hunters will never-
thelefs follow the traces of it for one or
more days, tillit drops down with weakaefs
and fatigue. In general, however, they poi-
fon one” or two of their darts before they
attack it, in which cale they have no occa-
fion to wait fo many days as they otherwife
would before their prey falls into their hands.

Fortunately for thofe who attack the
Rhinoceros, with all its keennefs of {mell
and hearing, 1t Jabours under the difadvan-
tage of being extremely nearfighted. In
effelt, its eyes are very fmall and funk in its
head, which is perhaps the reafon why it
fees but.indiftinétly, and that only ftraight
forward, fo as not even to perceive a horfe-

man
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man at the diftance of fifty or fixty yards
upon the open plain, unlefs directed by its
fcent. or hearing to fix upon the objedt.
Whenever therefore it happens to receive a
wound without being able" to difcover from
what hand it proceeds, this circumitance
feems to provoke it to a greater degree of
fury.. Not knowing where to wreak its
vengeance;, it fwingsthe fore part of its body
violently from one fide to the other, and
* fuuffs up with its noftrils as if endeavouring
to difcover the enemy by its fmell. The
noife whicli it makes with its nofe upon fuch
occafions is particularly terrible to the horfes
of thofe who are inchace of it, for when
“wounded it will fnuff and blow fo kard and
fo loud as to ftartle them, and make them
unealy, at the diftance of fome hundreds of
vards. Indeed, inftinét fuffciently informs
the horfe of its danger, when the Riiinocercs
is nigh, not only by the hearing but by che
fmell- alfo;. for whencver the fportfen
approach its retreat, which is always dore
againft the wind, the hoifes having the ad-

71
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'wntage of the breeze, are enabled to dif-
cover their tremendous-enemy fo far off as
forty or fifty yards by thie fmell.  Upon this
they immediately ftop, and give evident
proofs of terror by their unwillingnefs to
proceeds any farther,

This animal is of a greyith or 2fh colour,
but, which is. very remarkable, - feems to
change its hue; and become almoft black
upon being hard hunted. This is owing
probably to the duft and dried- mud that
fticks to its fkin (as-it is very fond of
rolling and wallowingin the mire),-and when
moiftened by fweat, becomes much darker
in colour. About the groin, however,
where the {kin is not fo thick as on the reft
of the body, and almoft quite finooth, it is
nearly of the colour of a man’s fleth, On
all other parts the furface of the fkin is
rough and knotty, and not much differing
from that of an Flephant, but of a clofer
texture, and when 1t 1s dry extremely hard.
Ithas not, however; any of thofe plaits and
folds which are to be ebferved in the com-

mon
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mon defcriptions and figures publithed of
it, and which give it the appearance of
being covered with a harnefs. Thehide
is an inch and a half thick on the - back,
and fomewhat thicker on the fides, though
lefs compact there, It is, however, by no
‘means impenetrable, as has been commonly
fuppofed. Leaden balls indeed will fooner
be flattened againft the fkin than pierce it;
but when they are hardened by a proper
mixture of tin, the Rhinoceros may be
killed with a fingle fhot. Nay, its hide,
as well as that of the Elephant, 1s capable
of being penetrated by javelins and darts.
A Hottentot, at the diftance of five or fix
paces, has been known to pierce through
the hide of a Rhinoceros half a foot deep
into its body. Some have alfo imagined it
to pofiefs no feeling in its fkin ; but, befides
what is mentioned of the common Rhino-
ceros, that it is capable of being tickled
under the belly with a wifp of ftraw, the
Two-hornedRhinocerosisfond (as was men-
-tioned before) of wallowing in the mire like

a hog,
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2 hog, which would hardly be the cafe were
its hide abfolutely infenfible; and indeed,
when the thick hide of an Elephant is af-
feCted by the ftinging of flies, we cannot
fuppofe that of the Rhinoceros to be totally
deftitute of feeling. Its fkin, though tough
and clofe in its texture, has, particuiarly
about the groin, veflels, blood, and juices,
adapted for the nourifhment of infeés; and
in effect this animal is found to be infefted
in that part with a particular fpecies of in-
fe&; neither does the thicknefs of its hide.
hinder it from perfpiring. Laftly, the
Rhinoceros here defcribed may be faid to
be totally deftitute of hair, though there are
a few fcattered dark briftly hairs, about an
inch long, on the edges of the ears, with a
very few between and round about the
horns, and at the tip of the tail. This
part of the animal is about an inch thick,
diminifhing by degrees from the root to the
tip, where it is flattened at the fides; aud
on the edges, produced by this flatnefs, are
to be feen fome ftrong ftiff hairs, an inch or
an
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aninch and ahalf inlength,  Sucli of them
as ftand towards the creature’s hard and
- rough body are vifibly worn down and
ftunted.

Of the inward parts of this animal, it is
fufficient to obferve, that its fleth, when
dreft, taftes a good deal like pork, but much
coarfer, Its brains are lefs than thofe of a
middle-fized man; like the horfe, 1t hasro
oall; its entrals alfomoft refemble thofe of
a horfe: {o that this beaft, netwithftancing
“its being furnifhed with horns, does by no
means belong to the clafs of thofe which
chéw.the cud, butrather of thofe whofe fat
1s of 2 {oft nature like lard, and not ha-d
‘like tallow. The ftomach however does
not bear the leaft refemblance to that of a
“horfe, but rather to that of 2 man or a hog;
and the contents of it, when opened, after
the animal has been lately killed, are ufually
without {mell, and perfectly frefh and fweet,
confitting of roots and fmall branches of
trees chewed, fome of them as big as the
end of a man’s finger; and.of fucculent

plants,
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plants, the whole diffufing around a very
ftrong and not difagreeable aromatic
odour.

-

The Three Brothers.

UGENE,Richard,and Caffander, were
E the fons of Mr. Smithfon, a reputa-
ble merchant in the North of England,
who, having no other -children befides
them, and beinginpretty afluent circumftan-
ces, refolved to have them educated 1imme-
diately under his own eye. For this pur-
pofe he invited into his houfe 2 Mr. Mark-
ham, a gentleman of learning and approved
morals, to be their tutor, whofe care and at-
tention to their improvement afterwards
fully anfwered all his expeftations.

Thefe Three Brothers, from their earlieft
infancy, were play-mates and companioris.
They





