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Bid him, bifidu, his daily pains employ, 
To form the tender manncro o f  the boy 3 
And work him, like r waxen bab:, with art, 
To pcrfe&.fymmctry in every part, 
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Defcription of the Two-Horned 
Rhinoceros. 

T HIS animal is found in Africa, chiefly 
about the Cape of Good Hope, and 

is difiinguiihed from the conlrnon or dne- 
horned Rhinoceros, as well as from all other 
beaits, by having two horns upon its nofe, the 
larger of which fiands foremoit towards the 
muzzle or fnout of the animal, the fflorter 
behind it; and higher up towards the fore- 
head. The  foremoit horn grows alrnoit to the 
length of two feet, and feven or eight inches 
thick at the bottom ; the hindmoit fome- 
times meafures fo long as fixteen inches, and 
propostionably thick. They are of a conical 
ihape, with the tips inclined fornewhat back- 
wards, but their fize does not always appear 
to be in proportion to the body. This  f'e- 
cies of Rhinoceros is endued with prodigious 

itrength, 
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firength, and, though little inferior in fize to. 

the Elephant, and fornewhat refemb!ing it 
in its enorinous unwieldy make, runs with . 

aftonihing iwiftnefs. I t  harbours amongk 
clofe thickets and bufl~y copies, from 
wlience it comes forth, in the cool of the 
evening, to graze for the nigl~t. Its food 
conf 's  of plants and roots, with the tops of 
fllrubs; and h a l l  branches of trees. Thc 
roots it is fuppofed to dig up with the finaller 
of its . - horns, as this, efpecially in the older 
animals, is moR commonly obferved.to be . 

worn away in different parts, which is never 
;he cafe in ;he foreqofi and larger one. It 
i s  natural to hppofe that this latter is the 
.offeniive weapon of the animal, and is there- , 

fore never ufed in the fervile employment 
of diggiltg for its food, at which time it is. 
turned on. one fide, out of the way ; for there 
horns are raid to be fo loofe and moveable, 
that when tile Rhinoceros walks carelcfsly 
.along, one piay fee its horns dangle about,. 
aild hear them claih and clatter againit each 
other. The ihrubs and plants, which alfo 
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and tin mixr, and having fourld out its retit+ 
ment they approach it on the Gde oppofite 
to that from which the wind blows. This 
precaution is. abfolutely neceffak on ac- 
count of the very acute h e l l  and* hearing 
with which the animal is endued. At. the 
leait noife nmre than ufua1, it takes the 
alarm, and ereaing its ears, Rands clapping 
with them. and IiRening ; and if the llunter 
be fo imprudent as to get to the windward 
of it, even at  a great difiance, it feldom fails 
direEtly to follow him by the .icent,. and ar- 
tack him with. the greateit fury. Being 
therefore pretty iecure on the fide of the 
%ind, the Rhinoceros has. the f~gacity, in 
oeneral to chufe, by way ~f centreiichment, a b 

b u h  very thick and high on that Gde from. 
whence it has no icent. if wounded it rufl~es 
out horn. the thickets into the pbin, when 
the bold& lportfn~en prudently confult their 
fifecy by. flight. It foon, however, turns. , 

nCde, and if there be no c9pfe convenicw 
for its efcape, makes off PrraigIlt for:v2rd 
over the plain. I f  they happen to have 

1-1 6, hounds 
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llounds out with them, thefe purfiiie it, and 
form a itrong coiltrait to the coloffa'al fize of 
the animal, which, however, kerns not to 
take the leait notice of them. With a gen- 
tle rife and fall of the neck it keeps on an 
even and Ready courfe, a kind of pacing, 
which neverthelifs gets over a great deal of 
ground : but this pace, on hearing a few 
hots fired after it, it alters to a very fait gal- 
lop, fo as in an inftant to leave the hounds 
at a great difiance behind; and, in all pro- 
bability, any iportfman would inevitably be 
loit; who mould happen to become the ob- 
je& of its purfuit, if he had not art enough 
to get out of the fight and fcene of it by 
ihifting and dodging occafionally. I n  this 
particular the Rhinoceros is faid to refernble 

I 

the Elephant, that without delaying or itop- 
ping in the leait, it will run to the diRance 
of many leagues from the place where it hzs 
been clofely hunted, or in any other way 
mo1cfit.d. 

T h e  Two-horned Rhinoceros fleeps in a 

different pokpre froin the Elephant : it lies 



' TWO-HORNED RHINOCEROS.  157 

down on the ground on one fide, and withal 
is faid io fleep fo 'found that the Hottentots 
and Dutch colonifis frequently tteal upon it 
while in that Gtuation, and hoot  it ; it differs. 
very much in this refpeft from the common 
or one-horned Rhinoceros, which is de- 
fcribede as by no means a fleepy animal. If 
it happens not to die immediately of its. 
wounds, the Hottentot hunters will never- 
thelefs follow the traces of it for one or 
more days, till it drops down with weakneis 
and fatigue. In general, however, they poi- 
fon one* or two of their darts before they 
attack it, in which cafe they have no occa- 
fion to wait io many days as they otherwife 
would before their prey falls into theifhands, 

Fortunately for thofe who attack the 
Rhinoceros, with all its keennefs of fmell* 
and hearing, it labours under the difadvan- 
tage of being extremely nearfighted. In 
cfFe€t, its eyes are very finall and funk in its 
head, which is perhaps the r e a h  why it 
fees but* indifiinaly, and that only firaight 
forward, CO as not even t~ perceive a horle- 



man at the diRance of fifty or iixty yarih 
upon the open plain, unlefs direEted by its 

fcent or hearing to fix upon the obje8. 
Wehenever thereforeit happens to receive a 
mound without being able- to difcover Gem 
what hand it proceeds, this circumfcanct: 
feeins to provoke it to a greater degree of 
fury.. Not knowing. where to wreak its 
vengeance-, it iwingstl~e tore part of rts bodjr 

violently from one iide to the other, and 
fnuffs up with its noRrils as if endeavouring 
to difcover the enemy by its he l l .  Tllc 
noife which it. makes with its-nofe w o n  A iuc!~ 
occaiions is particularly terrible to the i;orfes 
of thofe who are in chace of it, for when 

. wounded it will fnuF and blovr fo hard and 
fo loud as to Rattle t!lern, and rnalte t h e m  

uneafy,. at  the diftance of fume hundreds of 
vards. Indeed, inl t intk SuGc ien tlp inforc; S 
the horfe of its d2nger, ~ h c n  the F . i- '  ~ ~ ~ O C C ~ C S  

is nigh, not onijr by the llezring but by cl!e 
h e l l .  alfo ;. for whenci-er :he l"portCn:;l 
approach its retreat, which is nlv~ays do~:e 

againit the wind, the Ilorles hnuinz t!)e ad-. 



*dotage of the breeze, are enabled to dif- 
cover their rremendous.enemq fo f i r  off as 
forty or fifcy yards by tlie fmell. Upon this 
they ililrhediately itop, and give evident 
proofs of terror by- their unwillingneis to 
proceed any farther. 

This animal Is OF a greyih or zfl; colour, 
but, which is. very remarkable, feerns to 
change its hue; find become alrnoi: black 
upon being hard hunted. This is owing 

P robably to the' dult ahd dried mud that 
fticks to i t s  flrin (as- it is very' fond of 
rolling ar,d wallowing in the rnire),.,and when 
nloiltened by fwent, - becumes muc'h darker* 
in colour. 'bout the groin, however, 
where the fltin is not fo thick as on the reR 
of the bodv, and zlmoft quite-finooth, it B 
nearly of the colour of a man's Aefh. On 
all other puts  t!le furfzce of the fltin is 
rough and ltnotty, and not M U C ! ~  differing 

1 r from that of an Elephant, b . ; ~  of 2 clolcr 
texture, and \*!hen it is 6rg e:itrtme!g hard. 
It has not, howeverj any of tht~fc piaits and 
folds which are to be ob!i-rved in the coin- 
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.man defcriptions and figures publiihed of 
it, and which give it the appearance of 
being covered with a harnefs. The hide 
is an inch and a half thick on the . back, 
and fornewhat thicker on the fides, though 
lefi compaa there. It is, however, by no 
, means impenetrable, as has been commonly 
fuppofed. Leaden balls indeed will Fooner 
b e  flattened againit the k i n  than pierce it ;  
but when they are hardened by a proper 
mixture of tin, the Rhinoceros may be 
killed with a fingle hot. Nay, its hide, 
as well as that of the Elephant, is capable 
of being penetrated by javelins and darts. 
A Hottentot, at the difiance of five or fix 
paces, has been known to pierce through 
the hide of a Rhinoceros half a foot deep 
into its body. Some have a l b  imagined ir 
to poffefs no feeling; L. in its &in ; but, befides 
what is mentioned of the common Rhino- 
ceros, that it is capable of being ticlcied 
under the belly with a wifp of itraw, tile 

Two-hornedRhinoceros is fond (as was men- 
tioned before) o f  wallswing in the mire like 
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a hog, which would hardly be the cafe were 
its hide abfolutely infenfible ; and indeed, 
when the thick llide of an Elephant is af- 
fe&ed by the Ringing of flies, we cannot 
fuppofe that of the Rhinoceros to be totally 
dehitute of feeling. Its fliin, though tough 
and clofe in its texture, has, puticu:arly 
a b u t  the groin, veflels, blood, and juices, 
adapted for the nourilhment of inreas ; and 
in eEe& this animal is found to be infefied 
in that part with a particular fpecies -of in- 
fe& ; neither does the thiclu~efs of its hide. 
hinder it from perfpiring. Ldly, the 
Rhinoceros here deicribed may be faid to 
be totally defiitute of hair, though there are 
a few fcattered dark briitly hairs, about an 
inch long, on the edges of the ears, with .a 

very few between and round about the 
horns, and at the tip of the tail. This 
part of the animal is about an inch thick, 
diminibing by degrees from the root to the 
tip, where it is flattened at  the f des ; aud 
on the edges, produced by this flatnefs, are 
to be ken fome firong ftiff hairs, an inch or- 
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an inch and a half in length, Sucli of them 

as itand towards the creature's hard and 

rough body are vilibly worn down and 
fiunted. 

Of the inward parts of this animal, it is 
fufficient to obferve, that its flefh, wheil 

dl-eft, tafies a good deal like pork,. but much 
coarfer. Irs brains arc lei's than thofe of a 

aiddle-$zed man ; like the horfe, it has r.o 
(.all ; its entrsils alio.mofi reiemble thok of b 

a horfe : To that this beail, notwithitanding 
its being furnihed with horns, 8 does by no 
means belong to the c1;lfs of thofe wllicl~ 
E ~ I ~ W  the cud, but rather of thofc whofc f i t  
is of i Ecft, n3tui.e ii!ie lai+d, 2nd not hard 

. like tallow. The fiomach however does 
not bear rhe lea& refemblance to that of a 

- . horfe, but rather to that of a man or a hog; 
and the contents of it, when opened, after 
the animal has been lately killed, are ufually 
without fmell, and perfealy frefh and fweet, 
confiitin; of h o t s  and fmall branches of 

. trees chewed, Come of them as big as the 

end of a man's finger ; and. of iucculent 
plants, 
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Illants, the whole diF~~fiag around a very 
A 

itroilg and not clifagreeable aromatic. 

The Three  roth hers. 
~ ~ ~ ~ E , ~ i c h a r d , a n d  CaR~nder, we re 

the ions of Mr. Smithfon, a reputa- 
ble merchant in the North of England, 
who, having no other .children be rides 
them, and being in pretty affluent circumitan-. 
ces, refolved to have them educated imme- 
diately under his own eye. For this pur- 
pore he invited into his houfe a Mr. Mark- 
ham, a gentleman of learning and approved 
morals, to be their tutor, wllofe care and at- 

tention to their improvement aflerwards 
fully anfwered all his expe&ations. 

Thek Three Brothers, from their earlietk 
infancy, were play-mates an& cornpanibris, 

They 




