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interrupted thicknefs of his fkin, that he alfq

lofes much lefs by perfpiration,

SUPPLEMENT

1 have {een a fecond rhinaceros, which wag
lately brought to the royal menagery. In the
month of September 1770, if the people who
condu&ed it can be credited, the animal was
only three months old. But, I am perfuaded,
that it was at leaft two or. three years of age;
for its body, including the head, was already
eight feet two inches long, five feet fix inches
high, and eight feet two inches in circumfe-
rence. A year afterward, its body was length-
ened feven inches ; fo that, on the 28th day of
Auguft 1771, it was eight feet nine inches, in-
cluding the length of the head, five feet nint
inches high, and eight feet nine inches in cir
cumference. On the 12th day of Auguft 1772
the length of the body, comprehending the head
was nine feet four inches, the height of th
crupper fix feet four inches, and that of the wi
thers only five feet eleven inches. Tts fkinha
the colour and appearance of an old elm tre
{potted in {fome places with black and gray, an
in others doubled into deep furrows, which forn
ed a kind of fcales. It had only one horn, t

colo
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colour of which was brown, and its fubftance
folid and hard. The eyes wete fmall and pro-
minent, the ears large, and pretty fimilar to
thofe of an afs. The back, which was hollow,
or deprefled, feemed to be covered with a natu~
ral faddle. ‘The legs were thort and very thick.
The feet were rounded bebind, and divided be-
fore into three hoofs. The tail refembled that
of an ox, and was garnifhed with black hairs at
the extremity., The penis lay along the tefti-
cles, and ere@ed itfelf for the difcharge of urine,
which the animal threw out to a great diftance.
The point of it was alfo very remarkable, form-
ing a cavity like the mouth of a trumpet. The
fheath from which it iffues is flethy, and of a
vermilion colour, like the penis itfelf. This
flehy fubftance, which formed the firft tube,
came out of a fecond fheath compofed of fkin,
as in other quadrupeds. The tongue is {o hard
and rough, that it tears off the fkin of any per-
fon whom it licks ; hence this animal eats large
thorns, without feeling any pain. The rhino-
ceros requires one hundred and fixty pounds of
food every day. His fleth is much relithed by
the Indians and Africans, and.efpecially by the
Hottentots.  If trained when young, he. might
be rendered domeftic, and, in this ftate, he would

nultiply more eafily than the elephant.
‘I could never difcover the reafon (M. P. re-
'marks) why in Afia the rhiroceros is allowed
"H 2 ~ ‘to
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f to remain in a wild ftate, while in Abyffinia‘le -
¢ 1s rendered domeftic, and is employed ncdrs
¢ rying burdens */’

‘ M. de Buffon,’ fays Mr Bruce, conje&ured
¢ that there were, in the interior parts of Africa,
rhinocerofes with two horns. This conjeGure
is fully verified ; for all the rhinocerofes I faw
in Abyflinia had two horns. The firft, that is,
the one neareft the nofe, is of the common
¢ form ; the fecond is fharp at the point, and
¢ always fhorter than the firft. -Both {pring at
¢ the fame time ; but the firft grows more quick-
¢ ly, and exceeds the other in fize, not only di-
¢ ring the time of growth, but during the whole
¢ life of the animal +.

On the other hand, M. Allamand, a very able
naturalift, wrote to M. Daubenton a letter, dated
at Leydon, O&oaber 31. 1766, in the following
terms :

¢ I recolie& a remark of M. Parfons, ina

¢ paflage quoted by M. de Buffon : He fulped-
¢ ed that the ri:inocerofes of Afia have but one
¢ horn, and that thofe of the Cape of Good
¢ Hope have two.” Ifufped the very oppofite:
¢ The heads of tae 1hinoceroies which I received
¢ from Bengal and other parts of India, had al
¢ ways double horps, and ail thofe which came

¢ from
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3 Defenit des Recherches fur ks Americains, p. 95.
‘} Ntz commmsicazad by Mr Truce to M. de Bufon,
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¢ from the Cape of Good Hope had but one
‘ horn.’ | :

This laft paflage proves what we have for-

merly remarked, that the rhinocerofes with

double horns form a variety in the fpecies, 2

particular race, which is found equally in Afia
and Africa..
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